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Calendar

JUNE 17 Tuesday Conservation workshop postponed to June 30

JURE 23 Monday  Hearing on Fadilla Bay Estuarine Sanctuery, Anacortes,
See Article.

JUNE 28 Saturday Field frip %o Boulder River. Meet at Smokey Point Rest ares,
headinc nerth on I-5, north of exit 208 st 9:30 z.m.
Bring lumeh.

JUME 30 Monday  Conservation workshop. Get to know issues and obtein information

for letter writing at Jan & 5&lly van Niel's home. Gall
778-7566 if you are planning to come and you can get EhE
directions and addrzss 2t the same time.

JuLY 12 Saturday Bicycle trip to Lopez Island. Meet at Anzcortes ferry. Call

Jim Kuhn at £52-6191 for meeting timz and additional infeormztian.

JuLY 2C Saturday Field trip to Ebey and Emith Islands. Meet a8t 1 p.m. in the
lower Everett Community College parking lot.

JULY 25 Saturday Trip to Lake 22. Bring lunch and be prepared for a hikee.
Meet 2t 10 a.m. in VYeriot.

ALGUET 10 Sunday Deerinpg Wildflowsr Acres bird census. This is one of the areas
we are tryino to survey cn 8 regular basis. These counts
may beccme guite important if we receive scme ash.

ALGLST 23 Saturday Davis Slough, Skagit Wildlife Area. 8ring lunch. Meet st
the Bank of Stisnwocd, exit 208, east of I-5 at 9:30 a.m. (R
Viking VYillage in Starwood at 10 z.m.

SEFTEMBER 13-4 Ledhetter Folnt. 5See rnext mewsletter for additicral information.

Ircluded in this issue is a3 bizd guiz. Each o
the drawinos by Jim Wubn has a iestter by it.
Can yvou guess what sach species is, write i%
down thzn check with ihe answers on the last
pace of this newsletter. IF you misssd more
then onz, Jjoin us cn our Fi=ld trips 2nd havs
time whilz sharpsn..c up your birding

~t




PREIGIDERTTS CORNER

This newsletter marks the end of another
year's activities for our chapter. As you
may krow we do not schedule monthly meszt-
ings during the summer. However, &s you
cen tzll from the calendar we have a full
cocmpilement of Tield trips scheduled.
Fememoer you da not need to be an exper-
ienced or knowlesdganls bird watcher in
order to join us.. Also remember our trips
are for the entire family, not Jjust adults.
Sp come cut and see us on our trips this
summar.

ue are looking forward to a whole group
of special and exciting programs for next
year so we hope to see you in the fall --

Have a Good Summer.

COCD NEWS!

The work daone last summer to draw up @
proposal toc mske Fadilla Bay, by Anscortes
ard Bayvisw Staie Park, a naticnal sstuar-
ine sanctuary has passed another hurdle.

The tidal flatlands and saltmarshes of
Padills Bay support & delicate ecological

ystem of eeslgrass beds and wildlife. The
rea is the hagitat for 10 families of
clents, at lsast 57 species of fish, 239
species of birds and 14 species of mammzals.
It is a2isc an arsa that is imporitant to
bald =agles, perecrine falcons =nd goldan
eacles ars occasionally sesn.

The State of Washington has been works-
imo to protsct the arez for & years, Now
the U.S. Deot. of Commerce's Office af
Coesstal Zone Manzgement and the State
Dept. of Ecclogy have added their approval
in @ draft znvironmental impcact statament.

There will be a Tormal dedicetion of

-
T

che sanctuary in October.

Thers will be 8 public hesring @1 7 Cehl.
June 23 at the Anacortes Ciity Hall Council
Chambers, Eth and [ Avenue.

Anyope wishing to borrow a copy of the
draft £IS, contact Sally van Niel
7B=-7

Ci m ol

NEL MEMBERS

Leleome to new members Charlotts
Gannaway of Evsrett, Jderry 5. Ness of
Snohcmish, Wendy King of Stanwood and Sai =
tund of Burnaby, B.C.

Rlso welcome to the following mambsrs
whao have recently transferred intc our
chapter: Ward Martin, Steven Roy and
Rede Yoxall.

JUNIFER FOREST -— IMPORTANT

The Juniper Forest needs your help. The
of f-road vehicles asre destiroying it. It is
the most northerly stand of Jjunipers. It
is importent habitat Tor red-tzil, Swainscn's
and {erruginous hswks, plus short-sared,
great horned and burrowing owls. Ferruginous
hawk nest reguire s minimum of 1 mile
circumfersnce of protection from human

activity to prevent nest abandonment. The
10 known nests in thes Juniper Forest
emphasize its wilderness gualities. It is

cbvigus that the airport 15 miles away does
not destroy its ouslitiss as wilderness.

Flease wriie Roger Burwell, District
Manager, Bursau of Land Management, Roam —
551, U.5. Courthouse, Uest 520 Riverside,
gY JUNE 25.

Epokane, WA S920C1

OFPPORTUNITY

Faul Oye needs a psms kesper to help with
the birds he keeps arnd raises. The position
will start July 1 and room in included.

For additicmal informetiocn coniact Faul
Dye at 334-82Z3.



FRONT WINDC

Since two days after the Mt. 8t. Helens eruption, we have noticed an extra-
rdingry number and varisty of birds in our yard. Thz vsuzgl ones visited the
feeders...finches, towhees, sparrows, stellar jsys; and not so usual, an evening

crossbesk and ssveral Drown-hesded couwbirds. Twenty-one verieties in all.

Rzc crossbills pigued my interest as they harvested the limbs of the spruce.
Cthers flitted through the leaves of the hawthorne in pursuit of dimmers served
on pink DlosSsomSa....streaks of bright yellow so guickly come and go that we
almost missed knowing a fiock of Wilson's warbhlers had arrived.

The song of Swainson's thrush has treated us each day Tor a weeke....2 volce
I lgve. t sounds likes sild teffetz in motion. And a bird that Fit Fetersen's
description of the fourning warhler! Could it be?

Last =svening, Jjust before sundown we watchad a mest interesting ritual. Ssven
cedar waxwings perched in the top of the holly tres as if to bask in the last rays
of light. Their black masks and sleek izn bodiss were beautiful agzinst the green
gnd red of the holly tree. As I steadisd my scope on 2 picturesgue pair, I was
celiont=d to witness wheat appeared to bz a mating ritual. (I have only read of this,
but never seen i1t first hand, so T assumz that is what wes happening.) Cne bird
plucksd a holly berry, then stepping sidewsys toward the other hird, he offered it
10 hzr and stepped back again. 5She took the berry in her beak and danced a sizp
back and forward, then returnad the bherry te hezr suitor. Back and forth they repeztad
the rifusl like a rhythmic two-step, continually exchanging the red berry as if it
had a precicus meaning. As we watched, @ third bird (maybe a rival male?) dived at
the suitor who in turn flew off in pursuit. The femele did not eat the berry, but
immediately spit it cut with enough force to meke it arc out end downward. Then
with ner head turned skyward, she watched the ensulng Fight. Darkness kept us
frem learning the owtcome. This has been a great week for birdingd

by Joan Lucas -

Contributions to the nawsletier are grestly

cpreciatzd. Lle have socmz varv talentzd
membare ous there even if you do not think
you 2re. Flease help maks next year's
rnewslizttzr the best ever by contributing
articles relating to conservation, birdinc,
sducation or other 1ssues relatad to the
Audubon cause.

8IAD SIGHTINGS

A YELLQW WARSBLER was in the backyard of
cally and Jan van Niel on May 23. This is
the Tirst time they have seen a warbler in
their yard. Faula Wellnitz reported seeimo
a8 RAVER and family on the cliffs by Ginmoko
State Park, May 17. Uonder if they ere
still there after Mt. St. Helens! She also
Teported seeing s YELLOW THRCAT, CASSIN's
FINCH and VEERY on Menzel Lske Rcad by
GCranite Falls. Merianne Mcknight and Jarry
Ngss reporied a pair of CATTLE EGRETS on
Marshland Road scuth of Smohomish. Floyd
Sate of Everstt reoorts a SLACK PHOEBE in
his yard in early Juna.




CALIFORNIA CONDOR CHIECK HATCHES

For thz first time esver, scientists
tave obsered the daily incubation and
hatchinc of cne of thz rerest birds in
the worlid--the Celifcrniz condor--and
hopes arz high that theit observations
of the rearing will shed scme light on

tha nystery of why the contiment’s largest

bird is on the brink of extinction.

Only 2C to 30 of the majestic hirds
are left, down by about half in the
decade. Most experts are convinced tha+t
time is rumning out for the enormous
vulture that has a spectzcular nine~foot
wirgspan. An emergency Tescue pProgram
t0 save 1t from extinction was lzunched
late last ysar, funded by the U.S. Fish
and Uildlife Service, the Mational
Audubon Society, US. Forest Service,
the Bursau of Land Manegement, and the
Califocrnia Departmant of Fish and Game.

The mated adult condors were first
spotted on March &4, depositing their
solitary egg March 15 cn loose sandy
soil. The nest has beszn under 2&-hour
wasch sincz its discoverv. They rzport
that birds took turns incubating the
egd. Once the =sog was pipped iv took
thres days for the chick to emerce.
Lovered with dark brown, the chich uwas
gbout the size of a man's fist.

Russell Peterson stated that "ie
Ruman beings must sometimes intervens
on bekalf of neture to counter careless
gnd destructive human actions of the
past. When ws have forced a speciss to
whg brink of extlnction, as with the
teliforniz condor, we have an obligation
to rectify the demaos as best we can--
before it is to late.”

HELF STOP PCACHING

Foaching is a probolam in our
state. But, we can all help save
our wildlife if during the course
of our trips in the field we keep
our eyes cpen Tor activities that
indicate a poacher at work. Remesmber
the poacher takes some of our
enjoyment away when they kill game
illepally.
The tashington Department of
Game gives some tips on how to help
stop poaching:
How To Tell...
Suspicious activities, especially
at night
Spotlights or shots in the dark
Animal carcasses during closed season
How To Helpe.e.
Frotect yourself without drawing
attention
Write the vehicle's license number —.
Write description of people and
equipment '
Telephaonz informetion to law
enforcement agerncy -
ihgt Else?
That's all.
Court appesarances are not NEcEsSSary.

BIRDS CF FREY NATURAL CCNSERVATICGN ARS

needs your helo --

The Birds of Prey Conservation Ares along
the Snake River Canycon in southwest Ideho
supports the densest known nesting populaticn
of eaglss, hawks, fslecons, owls znd other
reptors in the world.

The Bureau cf Land Managament has conductad
extensive surveys and recommends the arez be
gnlarged to include hurmting territory in
additien to nesting sites. Rep. bdall hes
introduced a bill to the Houss of Represent-
atives, creating =z 610,000 zecre Hirds of Frey
8I8ds

Write Senator Jackson urging him to intro-
ducs such a bill to the Sanate and supporni
its passaoe. (Senate Cffice Building, Ussh.
D.C. 20510). For further informaticn
on this eriticel arez ses Suly 1977 Auduton
Mapazine.



SCCH REVIEY

——  If you are looking for 2 good book on
bird identification for Canmadz -~ lock no
furtrer. BIRDS CF CAMADA by . Earl Gocfray
has been published inan 11 x & inch

format with &% full-color clatss,

71 drawuings, 346 range maps and an excellent
text. It is a bit expensive, but w=ll

worth the investment of 227.50.

Also, I am sure many of you have seen
THE ART OF ALDUSCN: THE COMPLETE BIRDS AND
MAMMALS. For the first time in a sincle
volume, the complete Octavo edition of
Fudubon's Birds and Quadrupeds -- 655 plateas
in al1, In their criginal size and in full
color. The price is 3335.CC, but it is a

cautiful shouwplece.

And - A FIELD GUIDE TC WESTERN BIRDS!
NESTS (A Peterson Guide) by Hal H.
Harriscn. Illusirated with &4CO photos,
shows how to identify nests and egos of
520 speciss west of the Mississippi, where
to find them, and more. The sucgested
price is 11.5E.

UASHIMNGTON WILDERNEES COALITION

The llashington Wilderness Coalition, a new
state-wide organization, is a coaliticn of
oroups and individuals intzrested in the
protection of Uashington's Wilderness and
jild River resources. Their publipation,
vashincton Wildfire, is 2 bimonthly m=g-
gzine which has up-toc-date informztion an
wildernsss, forest plamning, wild and
scznic rivers, and other related issues
geross the statse. The WC is a supnort
orpanizetion for local “front line" groups,
and orovidss staff services as they ere
needed.  Individual memberships are now
~5.00, individuzls and organizations are
ooth weleams to join.

krite WWC, ¥en Gersten, 6541 17th NE,
Seattle, WA 58115

BIRD QUIZ ANSWERS
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FEATHER COLORS

By Steve Metealf

Most birders knmow the reasons feathers are
colored, such as for concealment (both for
prey and predator), mate attraction and,
more recently discovered, increased energy
efficiency, Fewer birders know how feath-
ers are colored,

Generally, feather color is the result of
pigments and/or feather structure. Carotin-
0id group pigments produce yellows,oranges,
and reds. Dull yellows, reddish browns,
browns,grays and black result frommelanins.
Color intensity isrelated tothe comcentra-
tion of pigments and other factors. White
feathers have no pigmentation and reflect
all wavelengths (colors) of light, Blues
arise from the structure of the feather re-
flecting only blue light. A blue feather
held up to a light so that the transmitted
light is viewed, rather than the reflected
light,appears brown due to the dark melanin
containing cells under the blue reflecting
cells. 3See the diagram be%ow.

BLUE-PRODUY
CELLS cinG
PIGMENT CELLS

A pigment colored feather, say a red omne,
will not change color when viewed this way.
If the blue reflecting cells are covered
with a layer of transparent yellow pigments
the apparent f{eather color is green. Iri-
descence, on humningbirds for example, is
caused by twisted and flattened feather
barbules, which scatter light unequally in
all directions so that the angle viewed
constantly changes (like that of scap bub-
les). The two most common color aberrations
are melanism, darkness due to excessive
pigmentation, and albinism,whiteness due to
total lack of pigmentation.

Some color changes are due to the bird's en-
vironment. Waterfowl feather colors can be

altered by chemicals (usually iron hydroxide)

in water contacting the feathers. Tree

c¢limbing birds may soil their feathers by

contact with tree bark. Air pollution {e.g.
soot) sometimes darkens bird plumage. The
feathers of birds exposed to lots of direct
sunlight,like desert birds,become paler as

they age. Plumage may also be stained by
food.

from The Curlsw 11/79



PAS BOARD

President: Jan van Niel (778-7568)
V. Pres: Mary McKnight (337-4777)
Secretary: Joyce Kelley (568-5974)
Treasurer: Carl Holmes (387-4631)

Conservation: Sally van Niel {(778-7568)

Newsletter: Martha Jordan (775-0137)
Publicity: Joan & Evan Lucas (252-1634)
Membership: Eileen Loerch (659-6901)

Hospitality: Carolyn Ringer (568-2302)
Field Trips: Jim Kuhn (652-6191)
Educaticn: Pete Kaiser {652-61951)

To subscribe to the Profile, send $2.50
to Pilchuck Audubon Society, P.O. Box
1618, Everett, WA 98206

(Another $2.00 per year for first class
postage.)

Pilchuck Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1618, Everett, Washington 88206

98204—?3-

To join Pilchuck Audubon Society,
which includes membership in o
National Audubon Society and the
magazine "AUDUBON", as well as the
Pilchuck Audbon Profile, £ill out
the application and send to PAS.

NAME

ADDRESS

ZIP

PHONE

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:
___Individual ($20.00 per vear)
_ Family ($25.00 per year)
___OCther

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postacge Paid

Marysville, WA 98270
Permit #66

Address Correction Requested
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Gerald A. McKni ht
3526 - 113 P1. g.E.
Everett, WA 98204
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