


Pilchuck Audubon Society is a grassroots environmental
organization with approximately 1,500 members in Snohomish
County and Camano Island, WA, Qur mission is to conserve
and restore natural ecosystems focusing on birds and other
wildlife for the benefit of the earth’s biological diversity.
Through education, advocacy and community activism, PAS is
committed to bringing people closer to wildlife in order to build
a deeper understanding of the powerful links between healthy
ecosystems and human beings and to encourage the involvement
of our members in efforts to protect the habitat this wildlife
depends upon for survival. We also serve as a local chapter of
the National Audubon Society. PAS is a 501{c}3) tax-exempt,
non-profit organization incorporated in the State of Washington.

PAS Office: 425-252-0926 (Voice) — 425-259-6873 (Fax)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS | Name Phone
President Darryl Thompson 206-546-6141
Vice President Available
Treasurer Lori Featherstone 425-742-7956
Secretary JoAnne Zeller 360-658-5128
Education Michael Dossett 425-402-3790
Programs Susie Schaefer 425-771-8165
cell: 425-478-9383
Publicity and
Volunteer Coordinator Christina Robertsen 425-252-5434
Membership Chair and 425-423-9069
Database Administrator Tleen Weber (before 8pm)
INewsletter Editor Available
Conservation Co-Chairs Sally & Jan van Niel | 425-778-7568
County Issues Kristin Kelly 425-397-6480
At Large David Gladstone 425-252-0926
COMMITTEES Name Phone
Biodiversity Tom Nowak 425-334-7433
Bird-A-Thon Hikka Egtvedt 425-347-4944
Bird Sightings Available
Field Trips Mark Freed 425-743-2746
Hospitality Virginia Clark 360-435-3750
International Susie Schaefer 425-771-8165
[ Legal Advisor Pete Dewell 4252596269
Newsletter Mailing Sue Madisen 425-334-1564
Barb Thompson 360-435-2009
Forest Practices Kathy Johoson 360-659-7252
Webmaster Keith Lehn 425-337-0485
STAFF
SmartGrowth Director Sue Adams 425-252-0926

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE

Articles for the Profile should be submitted to the Newsletter
Editor at the PAS Office, 1803 Hewitt Ave, #108, Everett, WA
98201 by the 10" of the month preceding publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit for reasons of space, grammar or legal
reasons.

Articles should be limited to 800 words. Opinions expressed
in the newsletter are those of the credited writers and do not nec-
essarily represent the official position of PAS.

“Folding parties to prepare the newsletter for mailing are
held the third Monday of the month at Alfy’s, 2317 Broadway,
Everett, 5-6:30pm. Contact either Barb Thompson at 360-435-
2009 or Sue Madison at 425-334-1564 to volunteer.
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A Word from the Prez ...
Darryt Thompson

Hope your holiday season is progressing

enjoyably! PAS has been very busy again at
this time of year with our successful Winterfest Celebration
and Auction Fund Raiser. We also had a fund raising letter go
out to our faithful just prior to our Winterfest event. The rea-
son for all our fund-raising efforts is to try and establish a
broader base of financial support with less reliance on founda-
tion money, which can be fickle.

To that end, the major part of the credit must go to Ileen
Weber (Membership and Database Manager) and Sue Adams
(Smart Growth Director)! Yes, there are others of us who have
raised a lot of money this past year and you are not being ig-
nored. On the contrary, it takes a lot of dedicated volunteers
and other citizens to keep the PAS engine fueled and running
efficiently. We are forever grateful for all of your continued
faith and support! When our previous Volunteer Coordinator,
Jane Rock, retired to move to Montana, we lost a great fund
raiser, but it was wonderful to see her at Winterfest!

A few days before the actual event we had very few dona-
tions and fewer ideas of how to generate more interest this
yeat. So, a huge thank you to all of you wonderful folks that
contributed in whatever manner you did; you should be very
proud of yourselves. I would be remiss if 1 did not mention
some people who don't usually pop up in our columns and
who should be noticed. T've already mentioned Ileen and Sue
and their level of commitment cannot be measured in ordinary
terms. Also our Webmaster, Keith Lehn, packed around and
kept track of all of the wonderful donations that streamed in at
the last minute and basically took over Keith's garage and van!
Thank you to Art Wait for maintaining his well deserved
“Grumpus Maximus™ title and coming through as our sales
person par exceflence. Thanks also to our new Volunteer Co-
ordinator, Christina Robertson, for her excellent efforts.
Kudos to Joanne Zeller, our new Secretary, for jumping into
the fray!

I cannot forget our new Treasurer, Lori Featherstone and her
understanding husband, Chris, for her cool efficiency and
logical approach to business. My sincere thanks to Donna
Ferrill (and Steve) for their continued support. And as always,
thanks to Phil and Laura Zalesky. There are so many more, but
I'm over my limit. I'l just say that Bobbi Cross served us well
as Editor and Secretary and in other duties she took on. Her
efforts will be missed, especially by me, on those little tasks
she performed for me!

David and Melinda Gladstone get their own sentence and
expression of thanks. What these two do for PAS and our
Earth in general...you may never know...and that's basically,
how they like it! Thank you!

Those of you I forgot or left out, please excuse me. You too
are invaluable and a great help to PAS and me personally.
Let's go get 'em in the new year; we certainly have our work
cut out for us. If the Board works as hard and as well as we
did last year, 2002 will be another good year (of challenge) for
PAS. Thank you, from my heart to my fellow Board Mem-
bers; I'm proud of you all. Good health and good birding!
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Darryl's Dilemma . . .
THE TREASURE UNTAPPED!

Darryl Thompson

We face some critical decisions with the new County
Council taking over and with the Everett City Council grap-
pling with some very comtentious issues. Most of the sticky
issues have been carried over from previous administrations
and now will be dealt with by new bodies with different per-
spectives and different agendas! Also, not to ignore the other
17 cities in the county, but we have some of our most serious
concerns right here in the epicenter of government.

Not all is gloom and doom, however! There exists a rare
and unique opportunity for the new leadership to come
through for the citizens and for our guality of life. Contrary to
their usnal lockstep, it must be obvious to the leadership what
the citizens of the county and of the municipalities long for,
equitability and ves, empathy! Things are not always the way
someone says they are, just because they say it! Those astute
members of the elected few will consider all of what is pre-
sented before passing judgment and rendering the same old
"business as usual" response. There is such an uproar over the
development going on in the city right now that many other-
wise supportive citizens are disillusioned and disappointed
that their concerns are being ignored

I have long wanted to establish a coalition, a group, if you
will, of people from different points of view, that would be
willing to commit to serious and frank conversation about
where we are and where we are going. I know, some of you
are saying, "We already have that", but we don't! The Eco-
nomic Development Council (EDC) is a start, but it produces
the same kind of "planning” we always seem to do. This pro-
duces, for the most part, re-activists. Actually, that's out of
necessity, because we don't reaily have this group I propose. I
would like to see a meeting on a reguilar basis where the de-
velopers would sit down with the planners and concermed
citizens and discuss the plans they have in mind and get input
to deflect potential problems or offer positive suggestions to
enhance the projects. Not everyone is against all development;
we oppose ill-advised or poorly planned development. How
refreshing it would be to have a builder call us up and ask us
to a site visit before the permits are just slam-dunked!

My dilemma is entitled "Treasure Untapped" and what
does that have to do with the price of tea in China? Well, al-
low me to suggest the "Treasure” to which I refer, is the
untapped "Treasure" right at our feet: our waterfront and estu-
ary of the Snohomish River. You see, amidst all this rancor
and rhetoric, the energy being wasted on unproductive activi-
ties is ludicrous! Qur river mouth and surrounding uplands are
a natural attraction, as yet to be realized for the economic
value they represent. There is a great chance to turn a ridicu-
lous argument into a win for all...including the wildlife,

Preserving the estuary's natural state will make it possible
for the migrating shorebirds that visit by the thousands to at-
tract visitors from all over the country with their money! This
area is unique for another reasson; we may have the largest
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nesting colony of Ospreys on the West coast, This past year
we had over 28 active nests with over 50 young Ospreys. Jetty
Island s & very important stopover to migrating birds of many
species as well. People want to see these phenom-
ena...repeatedly.

We could designate this area a reserve which would afford
additional protections and draw tourists. It's already an Impor-
tant Birding Area (IBA) as designated by National Audubon
Society (NAS). The reserve would not only be a vital sanctu-
ary for migrating birds, but part of a delicate ecosystem that is
necessary for a balanced coexistence between humans and
nature. And along with this could be a vibrant old town, re-
stored and gleaming, an invitation to visitors. I envision oid
time trolleys shuttling people back and forth to the waterfront
and historic Everett. They can step off the train or bus and into
an Events Center that is properly located near the transit hub,
not in the historic area we need to preserve and restore!

A pipe dream? I don't think so! My dilemma is why don't
we try? If we would just work together.

Let me know what you think, your opinion counts!

FOTGOK JNX

SANDHILL CRANE FESTIVAL 2002

Once again a group from PAS will be heading over to
Othello for the annual Sandhill Crane Festivat in March. The
date for the festival will be March 23rd and 24th so be sure to
mark your calendars. We usually go over a couple of days
early and then are joined Friday night by another carpool or
two of those for the weekend. To help us get ready for the
CRANES, our February 8th program will be by Tom Hoff-
mann of the International Crane Foundation.
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Water Act, there are no County regulations that would stop
someone from grading or filling in a stream if they are in the
business of providing commercial production of food or farm
producis. Wetlands which are under 5,000 square feet of non-
riparian Category 2 or 3 or under 10,000 square feet of non
riparian Category 4 wetlands would not need a County permit.

Clearly, this new initiative will be giving the County more
work to do to assure enforcement. The Snohomish County
Farm Bureau, who sponsored this initiative, has agreed to use
its staff and members to help educate the public concerning
Best Management Practices. For more questions concerning
the Right to Plow initiative, we suggest you cali PDS and talk
with Agricultural Planner Scott White at (425) 388-3311, ext.
2041, or call Sue Adams at SmartGrowth.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR WANTED

lleen Weber

This job is easy. Tt requires someone who is detail-
oriented, outgoing and has a basic understanding of computer
databases. Candy Brown has already stepped forward to help
with data entry and she's a joy to work with. She has such a
positive attitude! There are only a few more tasks: liaison
with National Audubon (about 1 to 2 hours per month at
most); recruit new members and direct a campaign to renew
lapsed members (2 to 4 hours per month). Serving on the
Board is optional.

I wilt continue as Database Administrator because our da-
tabase is used for more than membership tracking so T will
remain available for computer issues. If you're interested or
need more information, please call me at 425-423-9069 be-
tween 12 noon and 8pm.

Help for Injured Wildlife

(Not Domestic}

The following numbers are available 24
hours a day

Deer Creek Wild Animal Rescue
Shirley Shumway

Snohomish
425-335-0788

Sarvey Wildlife Rehab
Kaye Baxter
Arlington
360-4354817
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National Audubon Society’s
Statement on Senate ANWR Vote

December 2, 2001

Statement by Lois Schiffer
Senior Vice President - Public Policy
National Audubon Society

"The Senate has rightly rejected another misguided attempt
by pro-drilling senators to open up the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge to oil and gas drilling,

"Senators this evening voted 94 to 1 to block an effort by
pro-drillers to attach the Arctic drilling provision to unrelated
railroad legislation. This is victory for the millions of birds
that call the Arctic Refuge home.

"We will not achieve energy security by ruining the pris-
tine Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Opening the Arctic
Refuge to drilling would be a disaster for migratory birds, for
other wildlife and for future generations of Americans who
deserve this pristine wild place.

"We can secure our energy future and reduce America's re-
liance on foreign oil by developing newer, cleaner sources of
energy, such as solar and wind, and by making our cars,
homes, and appliances more energy efficient.”
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NEWS RELEASE:
WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE

Date: November 15, 2001, Contact: Mike Davison, (360) 466-
4345, ext. 280; Or: Doug Williams, (360) 902-2256,
hitp:/fwww. wa.gov/wdfw

Swans collared for“lead-poisoning research
Rehabilitated and collared Trumpeter Swan will be
released at Wiser Lake Friday

Biologists from the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) and their Canadian counterparts are accel-
erating a coordinated effort to find out why Trumpeter Swans
are still dying from lead poisoning, even though lead shot has
been banned in the United States and Canada for years.

A team of biclogists from WDFW and the Canadian
Wildlife Service are trying to trap about 50 Trumpeter Swans
and fit them with radio-transmitting collars to monitor them
during their annual migration. Ground crews will be able to
pinpoint exact habitats used by the swans and systematically
check those areas for concentrations of spent lead shot and
develop removal plans.

The first Trumpeter Swan fitted with a radio-transmitting
collar will be released into the Wiser Lake wildlife site, south
of Lynden, just off State Route 539, at 2 p.m. on Friday, Nov.
16. This particular bird, a sub-aduit female, was found shot
and severely injured in northwestern Washington last winter
and has been rehabilitated at the Pilchuck Valley Wildlife Re-
habilitation Center.

"We have lost probably 200 to 300 Trumpeter Swans to
lead poisoning over the last few years," said WIDFW wildlife
biologist Mike Davison, who is heading the Trumpeter Swan
research effort. "This is a catastrophic die-off."

A few individuals are probably still using lead shot. How-
ever, the agency is operating on the premise that most of these
birds have been getting lead poisoning from historically de-
posited lead, and not from current illegal hunting. The swans,
with their long necks, are likely reaching these shallow un-
derwater areas where spent lead shot is still present.

"As far as hunters are concerned, we're getting good com-
pliance with the non-toxic shot requirements,” Davison said.
Lead shot was banned in the United States in the mid-1980s:
Canada banned lead shot in the mid-1990s.

The overall health of the Trumpeter Swan population in
Washington state is strong, but the fact that swans are still
dying from lead poisoning is a concern to WDFW, Nearly
three-quarters of the Trumpeter Swans that migrate along the
west coast's great Pacific Fiyway winter in Washington state,
mainly in Whatcom and Skagit counties. More than 1,000
Trumpeter and Tundra Swans overwinter in Whatcom County
alone.

"The birds are picking up lead in numbers and volumes
that couldn't be found randomly in a number of sites, so we
think there are possibly a few key areas that have very high
lead concentrations that are poisoning the swans," Davison
said.
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The agency has aggressively sampled various areas the
Trumpeter Swans use in Washington state, and none have
been found to have high lead concentrations.

"We found one area of interest in British Columbia that's
just across the border and falls within the flight radius of the
birds we're studying with unusually high levels of lead," Davi-
son said, adding that biologists will return to the lake next
summer for a more intensive study.

Just one or two ingested lead pellets can kill a bird, and it
usually takes only 10 days from ingestion until a bird displays
visible symptoms of lead poisoning being displayed. How
long the lead takes to kill the bird depends on a number of
factors, but it's usuaily a matter of three weeks to six weeks.

Trumpeter Swans are off-limits to hunting in both the
US. and Canada. With their bright white plumage and large
size, the swans are one of the most visible bird species in the
region and attract big crowds to their traditional wintering
grounds in Skagit and Whatcom counties. The birds arrive
generally in Jate October and will stay in northwestern Wash-
ington over the winter before beginning their northward
migration in April. They nest in central Alaska and points
north.

FIOKGK "X

Media Article Links
On our Web Site

Frequently, someone at PAS reads something in the print
media that we want to share with our members. It’s impossible
to reprint or include all of these in the Profile. So instead we
are starting & page on our web site that includes links to two
different categories of articles: 1) local newspapers that men-
tion PAS and 2) articles, editorials and letters to the editor of
significance that we would like to supgest that you read.

Our webmaster and Volunteer of the Year, Keith Lehn, has
graciously agreed to post these links on our web page at
www.pilchuckaudubon.org. Each link will have a few words
identifying the subject of the article with the date of the arti-
cle.

If you have access to the web, either at home or at the Ji-
brary, please take the time to check out these links to recent
news articles.

January 2002



THE GREAT WASHINGTON
BIRDING TRAIL UPDATE

Christi Norman

The public workshops for the Great Washington Birding
Trail -- Cascades Route have been completed. The series of
five meetings was a success because sufficient sites for the
birding trail were nominated (113) from public input (89 pec-
ple).

As with the North Central Washington workshops in east-
em Washington, there was a mix of Audubon birdwatchers,
business and agency personnel attending the November work-
shops hosted by Pilchuck and Skagit Audubon Societies. The
workshops were held in the town of Snohomish for Snoho-
mish County and Sedro Woolley for Skagit and Whatcom
Counties. In Snohomish 17 people nominated 16 sites, and in
Sedro Woolley 38 people nominated 41 sites. At each meeting
the Andubon staff and six volunteers each from Pilchuck and
Skagit Audubon Societies assisted the public with their nomi-
nations. Thanks to Virginia Clark, (delicious cookies!), Jeral
Godfrey, Darryl Thompson, Jan and Sally van Niel and Art
Wait for helping at the Snohomish workshop. We also extend
a thank you to Miranda Prescott of the Snohomish Tourism
Bureau for her assistance.

Congratulations to Skagit Audubon as their press release
resulted in a full-page article with color photographs in their
local paper, the Skagit Valley Herald. Thanks to Christina
Robertson for the Snohomish publicity.

The next step in the process is to, visit the nominated sites
to conduct more detailed review. If you would iike to volun-
teer for site visits in your area with the Audubon WA staff,
please contact Christi Norman at christin@seanet or 206-524-
4570.

WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED

This store is a MUST SEE for all bird lovers! Their two
locations are:

17171 Bothell Way NE, Lake Forest Park;
206-367-1950

Monday ~ Saturday: 10 am. to 6 p.m.

Sunday: 12 noon to 5 p.m.

and

4821 Evergreen Way, Everett, 425-252-2220
Monday — Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday: 12 noon to 4 p.m.

These great stores will donate 5% of your purchase price
to Pilchuck Audubon Society. Just fet them know you
are from PAS. .
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AUDUBON PRAISES HARKIN
FARM BILL'S CONSERVATION
BENEFITS

WASHINGTON, D.C. Friday, December 7, 2001 - The
National Audubon Society today commended Senate Agricul-
ture Committee Chair Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) for his ieadership
in increasing conservation funding to $4.4 billion in a revised
farm bili introduced this week The new measure represents an
$800 million annual increase in conservation funding from
Harkin's original bill.

"Audubon applauds Chairman Harkin for his efforts to help
America's family farms and rural economies by increasing
funding for voluntary, incentive-based conservation pro-
grams,” said Audubon VP Genevieve Thompson "The new
farm bill gives farmers the tools they need to protect bird and
wildlife habitat."

Audubon is particularly pleased that the bill increases the
new Grassland Reserve Program from one million to two mil-
lion acres This program preserves or restores habitat for
several species of migratory birds and grassland songbirds,
such as the bobolink, lark bunting, and the grassiand sparrow,
which have seen steep population declines due to loss of habi-
tat.

The legislation (81731) also significantly boosts the Wild-
life Habitat Incentives Program, which encourages farmers
and ranchers to set aside habitat for birds and wildlife Under
the new legislation, funding for WHIP was increased from
$100 million in average annual spending to $270 million, This
provision alse includes 2 mew emphasis on habitat protection
for endangered species.

The new Harkin Farm Bill also calls for:

s $1.65 billion over five years for the Farmland Protec-
tion Program, which buys development rights from
willing landowners to avert sprawl;

¢ More than $1.2 billion a year for the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program, which addresses water
pollution on farms and ranches;

e TFunding that will allow the restoration of 250,000
acres of wetlands every year; and

s A new program that would allow farmers to lease,
transfer or sell water rights on 1.1 million acres of
land in order to protect birds, wildlife and fish.

BOBBI! -- THANKS

Bobbi Cross has wom many hats through the years as a
volunteer for PAS. Most recently she has been the &
Profile Editor, but formerly she was the Board Secretary -§&
and the Membership Chair. There are very few tasks at &
PAS that Bobbi hasn't taken on at one time or another. [
We want to thank her for the many hours given to PAS |8
and wish her well,

January 2002















