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public hearings on the county’s
Critical Areas Ordinance updare.
The hearings are scheduled for
1:30 and 6:30PM in the first
floor Public Meeting Room in
the new County Administration
Building East, 3000 Rockefeller
Street, Everett.

You can tead the ordinance
and artachments from the

Pilchuck Audubon Society
joined forces with other
groups under the name “Land
Protection Coalition.” 1In 2006,
we submirted comments and
gave testimony to the planning
commission and county council
asking for strong protec-
tions for water quality

and wildlife habitar.
It has been almost

a vyear since those
hearings, and during
that dme, the county
has embarked on a
lengthy review pro-
cess of the planning
commission recom-
mendations, work-
ing with the county g7
council to come up £
with an array of pos-

sible amendments

to the original draft the Land

Protection Coalition reviewed.

A brief summary of most of
those amendments follows. If
you would like to be part of the
Land Protection Coalition as an
individual or a neighborhood
group or association, please
contact me.

We support that
Mgwauwns apply to all land
use activities in critical areas
and their buffers regardless of
whether they require a permirt
or not. Currently, the county
only requires critical area regula-
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without a permit, especially
clearing, harm our warer qual-
ity and wildlife liabitat because

of this lack of regulation.

Without moni-
tonng we sport- and long-rerm
effects of regulations, it’s impos-
sible to know if they are work-
ing. While monitoring miriga-
tion plans may be costly, we
believe it is important to ensure
warer quality is protected.

Science has proven that many
mitigarion projects, espedally
enhancement of critical areas
and buffers, do not work. There
can be degrees of monitoring
that would make it less expen-
sive to monitor, bur all lands,
not just our farmlands, need
monitoring.

The commiul-
nity is split on how

to protect critical

areas on farmland.
Currently, a bill before
the Srate legislature
2 would outright exempt
all agricultural land
from critical areas regu-
larions.
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We do not support this
bill, as it could harm water
quality significantly. We agree
with many of the farmers that
most farm activities can be
exempred from regulations if a
farm plan is in place that uses
best management practices.

There is a
lot ot controversy over buffer
widchs. Master Builders and
Realtors argue that large buf-
fers are “durmb.” Bur the science
says they are not dumb and are
needed to protect functions and
values of our wetlands.

We encourage the county to
adopt Department of Ecology’s
Table 8C-8 which is more proj-
ect- and wetland-type spedific.

COLIILY 15 pIuposing Ulalt  dil
wetland buffers, in both urban
and rural areas of the county,

have the same buffer width and
be protected in the same way.

However, there needs to be
more provisions for protection
of wildlife habitat corridor con-
nections, especially with other
priority habitat as defined by
Washington State Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

controversial, The science states
thar all wetlands, regardless of
size and category need protec-
tion. While we know thar all
wetlands can’t be protected, all
wetlands Jost to development
need to be mirigated, and that
only the smallest, and less sig-
nificant wetlands can be sacri-
ficed, but only with a miriga-
tion plan in place.

acuvities that might need to
occur in critical areas and their
buffers, this list of acrivities
needs close scrutiny and a com-
prehensive monitoring plan.

rent oOralnance ararted Would
allow up to 4,000 square feer
of encroachment into a buffer
area for building a single fam-
ily residence if the lot is totally
constrained by critical areas
and buffer. While we think no
development should occur in
buffers, a small allowance of
2,500 feet would be a more
reasonable compromise.

While
developers are tor heftier buffer
reductions, we support limiting
buffer reductions to no more
than 25 percent in area.

We
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ordinance language thar states
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within 300 feet of fish bearin,
warers or wetlands with high
level water quality improvement
function scores.

The planning commission
had recommended removal of
this regulation, which would
hurt water quality significantly.
The best and least expensive
way of protecting our water is
by leaving the narural vegeta-
tion in buffers,

The draft sup-
Pviw pruiceuon OfSpCdCS listed
as threatened or endangered by
the federal and state govern-
ment, and includes a process
for nominating species and/or
habitat of local importance. We
SUpPOrt Protecting more specics
under the regulations than the
current draft proposes by add-
ing species listed as sensitve by
the state.

If you would like to be part of
my Action Alert system, whic®™
allows you to submit commeny.
to the council on the CAD
update and other issues as they

come forward, please send me
your e-mail address TODAY!
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securing funding to keep the
Smart Growth program alive, [
want to personally thank each
person who has contribured
to the Smart Growth program
over the years.

Without donations, the pro-
gram will cease. This year will
be no different than others.
While 1 do all I can to secure
funding through grants, these
awards are never guaranteed. In
fact, one year the program can
receive a grant, and the next
year be denied.

Your continued donations to
the Smart Growth program are
vital. Thank you all for you-

generosicy.






I live in a green house. The
outside is painted green. Beyond
thar, the landscape is dominared
by native plants to reduce the
need for watering. But inside is
where I want to make the house
greener. Qutside of paint, how
do you make a house green on
the inside?

One way to go preen is by
reducing energy consumption.
Fortunately, there are many
low-tech ways to accomplish
this. I can wrn my thermo-
stat down to 68°F and wear
a sweater. Many thermostarts
today are programmable and 1

take advantage of this.

I set the thermostat to heat
only during the hours of the
day we are present. All other
hours it is turned down. The
warer heater is a significant con-
sumer of energy and savings can
be realized by turning down the
thermostat to 120° Don’t for-
get weather stripping of doors
and windows.

Now, I focus on compact
fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs).
The plan is to replace each bulb
as they go out with a CFL. So
far, I have almost half the house
CFLd. Bur there were issues.

When I started on this pro-
gram of conversion to CFLs I
didn’t know what 10 use. The
only type available was the
“twisty” bulbs. Their light was
harsh. I did not like it, bur 1
stuck to it and experimented.

In the kitchen, 1 have can
liphts that used incandescent
spot lights. I have not found
CFLs that produce spor light.
So instead I use l4-wamr soft
white CFL bulbs. I lose the spot
effect and some warmth w the
light, but the kitchen is well-

illuminared.

The problem is that you have
10 become accustomed 1o a dif-
ferent kind of light, to be will-
ing to compromise. I like the

old light but am warming up to
the CFLs especially when I do

the math. Ten 75-watt incan-
descent spot lights using 750
watts were replaced by ten 14-
watt CFLs using 140 watts.

Calculating usage based on
12 hours/day and using cur-
rent Snohomish PUDD rates, this
translates to a savings of well
over $200 per year!

In my CFL quest I have been
frustrated by a lack of selec-
tion and inconsistent inventory.
Many times I would look for a
CFL bulb similar whar I pur-
chased before only to find it not
available. But as I warm up to
CFLs, so do the stores. Now [
am finding a much wider selec-
tion with CFLs made for many
of the fixtures in your house.

But there is a dark side w0
CFLs (sorry about the pun.)
Like all fluorescent bulbs, they
contain mercury—a very nasty
element if it gets inside of you.
When a CFL finally emirs its
last photon, it should never be
wssed in the garbage. CFLs are
hazardous waste and need to be
disposed of with care.

Visit www.energystar.gov/ia/
parters/promortions/change_
light/downloads/Fact_Sheer_
Mercury.pdf for helpful infor-
mation about the disposal of
CFLs. Careful disposal of CFL
is made ecasy by Snohomish
County Public Works Solid
Waste Division, which has a
program for recycling up to 12
CFL bulbs per visit to any of
its eight solid waste facilides
throughout the county. Check
out wWww.co.snohomish.wa.us/
documents/Departmentcs/
Public_Works/SolidWaste/
information/brochures/fluor-

web07HO4. pdf

I encourage you o CFL your
home. Ir wakes a bit of geuing
used w, but the technology
is improving, and it is easy to
safely dispose of the bulbs. As
always, if you have comments
you would like to share, please
write me at jon.d.baker@gmail.

Even though the hills above
were coated with snow this
morning, it was sunny and I
could find so many hopeful
signs of spring: bIooming cro-
cus, early daffodils, swelling tree
buds, greening grass, and gigan-
tic molehilis erupring with a
random madness.

Now it’s raining, windy, cold,
dark, and miserable. [ cannot
see one sign of spring from
where I sit. Obviously, there is
no hope of spring showing up
anytime soon,

A. broader question comes
mind: Is there hope? Hope for
a future free from pollution,
degradation, and fear? Hope
for an abundance of safe foods
grown closer to home? And is
there any hope our children and
grandchildren will inherit an
earth a little less wearied than
the one we now inhabit?

Jusc like the glass half full/
half empty debate, we can easily
look at these issues and see so
much negartive. We can also see
plenty of room for optimism
and hope for a brighter furure.
It all depends on us and the
conscious {and unconscious)
decisions we make every day.

At the risk of being long-
winded, I'd like to telate a
recent cxperience that seems to
illustrate that last point well.

I'm part of a citizen group
that keeps tabs on a large min-
ing operation. OQur group is
mostly whar I would describe
as environmentally aware and
conservation-minded people.
As one would suspect, the mine
representadves in attendance
do not give the appearance of
being so greenly inclined. But
appearances can be deceiving,

At arecent meeting, I brought
along copies of a new brochure
entitled, 70 Reasons to Buy
Your Food from Regional Family
Farms.

After handing them round,
the citizen group leader point-
edly asked me just where one

was supposed to find these

locally grown foods?

I described different optior ™ ™

including farmers markets i
the area, co-ops and stores that
buy foods from local farmers,
as well as nearby farms with
CSA (Community Supporred
Agriculture) shares that provide
a box of farm-fresh local pro-
duce to members each week.

While others seemed will-
ing to look ar those as viable
options, our leader announced
thar her time was too valuable
t be wasted driving to Everert,
Snohomish, or a nearby farm
for good food. In her eyes,
supporting local farms was too
much effort. Pretty much ended
the conversadon right there.

After the meeting, the young
man that manages the mine
came up to me privately and
thanked me for bringing the

pamphlert to share.

Hes a homerown boy who
remembers the farms thar dot-
ted the region. He lamented
that many of those very sam
farmers were now driving truck
and heavy equipment for him
because they could no longer
make a living on their farms.
He asked if I would bring cop-
ies of the pamphler to distrib-
ute via their truck scale to all
the drivers and their families. I
could have kissed him!

Every day we are faced with
decisions thar can help make
our collective future on this
planet brighter or dimmer
How we respond individually
does make a difference. And
we can look for things to be
hopeful abour and encourage
them, or we can rage against
the machine and claim that its
too difficult. It's our choice, and
ours alone.

Thanks to folks like you,
our wonderful PAS members,
people are learning abour the
choices we have for the furure...
and the true consequences of —.
our daily decistons. Keep it uf











