





IVISET BAM, FIOWArT 1°ark rOr this pre-LUNristmas bsird Lount freld
“eminar and birding warm-up. After gathering for a review of the
dstory and purpose of the upcoming Christmas Bird Count, we'll
talk about how to heas, spot, and record dara on some of the more
commonly confused species we can expect to encounter. Then
we'll head out and see what we come up with. The shoreline below
and the forest and its edges above will definitely be on the agenda.
Directions, meeting point, and path TBD. This is my request for
experienced CBCers who would like to share their expertise on
these topics to help train the next contingent of CBCers.
Leader: Jonathan Blubaugh 425.244.7633, aracfi@msn.com

Meet BaM, Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of Marysville, I-5 Exit
200, Park away from store, east next 1o [-5. Eagles, Buteos, Falcons,
Ducks, Geese, Swans, Loons, Grebes, Scoters, Shorebirds, Owls,
etc. Come see Peregrine Falcons attack shorebirds. Pack a lunch.
Leaders: Virginia Clark 360.435.3750, Acc Wair 360.563.0181

Meet /:30aM at bdmonds Marsh. South of West Dayton )
St., torn left just before the railroad tracks. We'll e
take the ferry to Kingston, go thru Port - _
Gamble, and across the floating bridge.
We'll visit Marrowstone and Indian Islands
with views of Admiralty Inlet. Waterfowl],
seabirds, and maybe Orca. The tip last year was
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memorable and rewarding. Lunch in a restaurant, but

bring snacks.

Leaders: Virginia Clark 360.435.3750, Art Wair 360.563.0181

Meer Bam, Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of Marysville, -5 Exit
200. Park away from store, east next to I-5. Pipits, Snowy Owls,
falcons, all the winter LBJs. We will visit the Port Susan Narure

Conservancy site. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Virginia Clark 360.435.3750, Art Wait 360.563.0181

nowce ro rierd Trip Participants: Field trips are open to members and NOMFMEMLIETs anke NU sUVariue HOUCE regquired Uriess olnerwise Siated in e p descrip-
tion Trips go, rain or shing, however, in case of snow o ice contact trip Jeader! Bring a sack lunch, beverage, binoculars, scope, and field guide if you have them
(if not, we'll share) Please no perfumes or cologne Be prepared to share das $$ with carpool drivers. Pets even leashed, are prohibited on field trips. Please leave

them home.
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and despite inclement wearh-
er, birding data was recorded
and later sent to Elizabeth
Woodworth of the Universiry of
llinois. Her research concerns
theflock detection by the Federal
Aviation Administration’s new
generation of weather radar.

This radar was designed to
accurately detect precipitation.
She seeks to determine if the
systermn can have a secondary
bird detection capability. Timely
alerts to air crews from air traf-
fic control could potentially
prevent loss of hurnan life and
damage to aircraft (currendy
running into the hundreds of
millions each year) to say noth-
ing of the poor birds.

Although rare, there have
been instances of tragic crash-
es due o in flight encounters
with birds. This type of research
requires observers in the field
to provide “ground wuth”® o
compare their data with that
collected by the radar ser.

Just north of the Vashon ferry
dock there is a boathouse where
shelter was sought for the latter
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of the hike the rain srayed away.
The hike covered the mostly
flar, five-mile long Qurer Loop
Trail.

The Vashon ferry dock and
boathouse are on the northeast
shore of the park which forms
a peninsula sticking out into
Puget Sound. Along the shore is
a low seawall topped by a broad
promenade. A short concrere
staircase leads down from the
promenade to the gravel shore.
The tide was high enough so
the clear water lapped above the
base of the seawall and onro the
lowest stair.

A tiny Harbor Seal pup
napped on the stair. Later on,
farther down the shore an adule
seal, probably the pup’s mom,
was swimming back in that
direction. Ar Alki Beach in
Secartle, the seal pups have vol-
unteer pup sitters who pur out
traffic cones and yellow tape
around the babies. Apparently
not in Tacoma.

Ar the shore parking lot four
raccoons trundled past a moror-
ist. The lady said, “This is bad.

Lneyre 100 tame. I'ecople must

be feeding them.”
I said, “Yep.”
“Am [ wrong?” she asked.

“Nor at all,” 1 said. “My par-
ents feed them in QOcean Shores.
They climb up the posts to the
second floor balcony for dog
food.”

The coons stopped at the

edge of the lot and began to
feed.

The driver said, “I wonder
whar they’re eating”

Being as I was wearing my
binoculars T responded, “Let’s
peek. Dog food: someone left
a whole pile of it there for
them.”

Figuring the rest of the trip
was on borrowed time from the
weather, no other swps were
made except 1o check our the
birds or views.

A pardal list of the birds
recorded  includes  three
Horned Grebes, two Western
Grebes, seven Double-Crested
Cormorants, 67 Mallards, 140
American  Widgeons, Bald

Eagle {(heard one), £> Glaucous-
Winged Gulls, one Marbled
Murreletr, Northern Flicker
(heard one), Stellar’s Jay (heard
a couple}, 43 Northwestern

Crows, one Black-Capped
Chickadee, twwo Chestnur-
Backed Chickadees, one

Bewiclk’s Wren, three Winter
Wrens, three Golden-Crowned
Kinglets, two Ruby-Crowned
Kinglets, Spotted Towhee (heard
one), two Song Sparrows, seven
American Goldfinches, and a
House Sparrow. There was also
an Fastern Grey Squirrel.

I was the only human there.

Later this month we foray
into kllzhie State Park. Soon I'm
going to start incorporating our
club’s ongoing activites into the
Weekend Bird Hiles,

We'll have hikes ar the
Stanwood Snow Goose Festival
and the Edmonds Shorebird
Fesrival at a minimum. I'll work
out derails over the holidays.
Details coming in furure issues.
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disturbing these days: home
foreclosures art an all-time high,
home values falling, oil pric-
es soaring, oil supplies out of
reach, climate change already
affecting ecosystems and organ-
isms around the planer, federal
government in debtr spending
taxes on everything bur essen-
tials like children’s health care
educational opportunides, and
infrastructure. The prevailing
news simply cant be ignored
any longer!

So, it’s really no surprise that
a majorirty of folks around here
want new leadership and don't
want our tax dollacs wasted. The
November 6 election resuls are
in, and the voters of Snohomish
County have spoken very clear-
ly. They want the developer
frenzy hay day to end.

They also want a better solu-
tion for our transportation mess
than what Prop 1 offered. All in
all, the message is new growth
needs to pay its own way, and
we need effective leadership to
make that happen.

In the County Council elec-
tion, and in many of our fastest-
growing and land-consuming
cities, the newly elected people
who will be serving for the next
four years ran on campaigns
that were sensitive to the con-
cerns of citizens who have been
speaking our against the nega-
tive impacts of development in
our urban and rural areas.

It is clear the electorate wants
a change in direction, bur we
cant just elect these folks to
office and then walk away
thinking they will have all the
answers. We all must group
together at every opportuni-
ty and take time to speak up
and help guide these folks who
have commirted themselves to
furthering our common voice
throughout the counry.

We are poised to be able
to take back our communi-
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hands, and ask our elected rep-
resentartives o work with us to
ensure our urban communities
become places we all want to
live in, and that our rural areas,
farmlands, and forests are berrer
protected from urban sprawl.

Atthe county level, the updare
to the Unified Development
Code will continue. We need
to make sure the new council
adopts code changes thar will
stop density bonuses for rural
cluster subdivisions; thar will
ensure large, healthy trees are
left intact when we develop
urban residential design stan-
dards; that there is money in the
budget to pay for following the
new stormwater regulations that
can acrually protect water qual-
ity; and thar the code enforce-
ment system will be funded at a
level that can truly protect our
comununities and rural areas.

As you know, government
doesn® stop for elections and
changes of the guard. On
Thursday, November 28,
I hope you can artend the
County Council public hear-
ing on Transportation Demand
Management Mirtigation Fees.
Also on the dodcker is whether
or not to declare 164th Streer at
Ultimate Capacirty.

Just recently posted on the
County’s website (www.snoco.
o1g)} are two press releases from
the council; one regarding rural
cluster subdivision density
bonuses from Council member
Dave Somers, and another, from
Council member and Chair
Dave Gossett on the proposed
funding in this year’s budger to
try to fix 164th, Let me briefly
explain why the council needs
o hear from you.

Under the Growth
Management Act, the only way
w0 stop a development from
occurring is if the development
will pur a county arterial road
{such as 164rh) into “arrears,”
which means the road is not
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level oﬁf service for handling
all the traffic. There are many
county arterials “in arrears,” and
more and more reaching that
SIate every year.

Under GMA, the usual fix is
for the developer or the counry
1o show they can pay to fix the
road {widen it) within six years
of the development going in.
If they can show they have the
money in time, then the devel-
opment is deemed concurrent
and can proceed.

However, there are some
county arterials that are already
built to the maximum width.
Homes and businesses have
been built close to the roads
thar were expanded, and unless
the county or developer buys
up these properties so they can
widen the road further, then
the road is deemed at Ultimate
Capaciry.

Unfortunately, state law
allows for Ultimate Capaciry
designarion, but thar shouldn’
mean it’s okay to add even more
development and more cars with
no hope for a fix. However, our
county is appearing to be going
in precisely this direction.

We need a system in place
that will help get people out of
their cars and into van pools,
car pools, and on mass transit.
Declaring 164th at Ultimate
Capacity is not necessatily a
bad thing. We can’t continue to
widen our roads forever to meet
the demands of car travel.

Bur it is a bad thing if the
County hasnt shown it can
actually get people off the roads.
While Public Works is cur-
rently undergoing a Congestion
Management Strategy for 164th,
it is not finished and won’ be
until probably lare 2008

One part of the strategy plan
is 1o raise mitigation fees for
the county’s Transportation
Demand Management system,
which assesses new develop-
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like van pools and bus passes

for folks.

Mirigarion fees have not been
raised in a very long time. The
public hearing on Nov. 28 is
about raising these fees to a level
thar can make a difference.

While this is a good thing,
it is a bad thing if this is the
one piece Council will use to
declare 164th Street at Uldimare
Capacity while allowing more
developments 10 impact us.

We will be asking Council
to adopt the highest miripa-
tion fees for the TDM sys-
tem, and we also will be asking
Council NOT to declare 164th
at Ultimate Capacity until the
entire Congestion Management
Strategy is running and shown
to be actually getting folks out
of their cars. T will be ask-
ing you 1o help voice thar rec-
ommendation to Council via
Action Alerr.

Snohomish County is at a—

crossroads with transportatior
and the way we live. Collectively
we need o work together
find solutions.

Individually, we need to
change the way we ger from
point A to point B as well
as learning how to lessen the
number of trips we make each
day. Car exhaust is the num-
ber one conttibutor to global
warming pollution. Qur insa-
tiable desire to drive our cars is
costing us money and lives. We
need to press leadership to work
towards building livable, walk-
able, and enjoyable cities.

Pilchuck Audubon Society’s
Smart Growth program is only
as effective as its membership.
I need you to keep our voice
strong as we move into the new
year with new leadership with
both man- and woman-power
as well as funding. Thanks for all
you do to preserve Snohomish
Counry as we move into some
most interesring times.

—
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quarterly magazine Audubon and Pilchuck Audubon Society’s Profile newsletter for one year. Cost is $20 for an Introducrory

Membership or $35 for renewals. When you join National Audubon Sociery, you automarically become a member of Pilchuck
Audubon Society.

However, PAS receives none of your national dues to support its programs. Local membership in Pilchuck Audubon Society includes

a one-year subscription (ren issues) ro Pilchuck Audubon Sociery’s Profile newsletter. Cost is $25. A special limited income category
is also available for $16.
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O Renewal coeeemmeeoeeeeeeee. $25 )
O Lifetime PAS Member....$1,000 O Introductory Membership $20 O3 Renewal $35
O 10 monthly payments of $100 Make check payable to: Make check payable to:
3 4 quarrerly payments of $250 National Audubon Seciety National Audubon Seciety
O 1 paymenc of $1,000
O Donation ..ccceceeeeerenene $ Mail your check and this form ro: Mail your check and this form ro:
Make checks payable to: PAS, Judy Lowell, Membership Chair NAS
Pilchuck Audubon Society 1429 Avenue D, PMB 198, Membership Data Center
Mail your check and this form to: \ Snohomish, WA 98290 y POB 52529
PAS, Judy Lowell, Membership Chair Boulder, CO 80322-2529
1429 Avenue D, PMB 198,
Snohomish, WA 98290
\. J
, _ O I'd like to save PAS money and read the Profile on
Name: Phone: the Web ar www: pilchuckaudubon.org. Please don't
Address: mail it to me. I've included my e-mail address at lefc
. ] so you can let me know when each issue is available. —
City. State: Zip: O Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.
E-mail:

3 I am interested in the Conservarion Commirtee,




