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the Livable Snohomish County
Summit that I hosted was a
huge success! Maybe because
it was a windy, cold and rainy
day, or maybe because there
is a huge amount of frustra-
tion over land use planning in
our county, or maybe because
of the enticement of free food
and drink, whatever the rea-
son, about 200 people showed
up and stayed attentive and
engaged throughout the entire
day-long event.

1 want to thank everyone
that participated, especially the
people who made presenta-
tions. Those folks were: Aaron
Ostrom, Executive Director
of Futurewise; Craig Ladiser,
Snohomish County Planning
Director; Sally Abbey and
Maxine Teurk of SnoPorch;
Rick Reed of Snohornish
Stewards; Tim Clancy of Warm
Beach Stewards, Jeff Massie
of CPUSRV: Dave Bricklin,
Artorney  with  Bricklin,
Newman and Dold; Joan Smith
of Woodsound Homeowners
Association; Julie Meghji of
Edmonds-Mukilteo  Action
Committee; Lillian Kaufer of
Citizens for a Better Mill Creek;
Dave Gossett, Snohormish
County Council 4th Districr;
and Dave Somers, Snohomish
Counry Council 5th Districr.

Many folks there felr this
type of summmit should happen
ar least once a year, possibly
more often. That is something
o consider as we go forward
working on an action plan for
the future of land use planning
in Snohomish County.

The conclusion Tve drawn
from the event is that people
want the county to do a better
job of planning and allowing
for developments in our urban
and rural areas. They also want
berter protection of our farm-
land and forest land and water

quality.

Hence, several people have
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ership committee who will work
with me for positive change.

There were two lively round-
table discussions. Below are
some of the concerns and issues
that were raised:

» Citizens need to lobby
for a tree ordinance ro pre-
serve old growth and
large stands of trees
in our urban areas
and space to plan new
trees.

e Citizens need 1o be
involved earlier in the pro-
cess.

* The county needs 1o
eliminate automaric rezones
to higher densities.

* We need to continue having
monrhly meetings with the
county executive.

* The county & .,f .
must stop rub- 72N
ber-stamping
development with a
Determination of Non-
Significance and require devel-
opments above a certain size
to complete Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS).

» Although the county recent-
ly adopred their 10-year com-
prehensive plan for 950,000
residents, in fact they could
allow for 1.2 million people in
Snohomish County if they con-
tinue to allow cities to change
their population targers and
allow for UGA expansions to
meet these moving targets.

¢ The 2005 Storm Warter
Manual needs to be adopred
by the county. The 14-year old
manual the councy uses is out
of date and not protecting our
water quality.

= Schools ate overcrowded

and kids have to be bussed our
of their school districts.

* Neighborhood groups need
to work together to protecr crit-
ical areas.
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county executive need to get
out to the neighborhoods and
see what is happening.

= Sign up for the
e-mail updates on
County Executive’s
web site so you
know what is
going on ar the
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keeping
growth.

up with

= We need w protect
all wildlife, not just salmon
and fish.

* We need better level of ser-
vice standards for parks.

* We need to monitor cumu-
lative impacts from all proposed
development.

= Talk 1o your council mem-
ber if you see something wrong,

Let them know.

* The county needs to get
information to the public in a
timely fashion.

* Biodiesel production is a
high priority for the county.

* Rural Cluster subdivisions
are a big problem that needs to

be fixed.

* Register 1o vote and vote for
candidates that share your views

on growth.

* Do nort allow expansion of
Harvey Airfield into the flood-
blain.

* We need more evening pub-
lic hearings so the public can
participare. —~~

= Two candidate debates for
County Council District 2 and
3 will be organized and will
focus on growth and develop-

ment issues.

= Sign up with PUD for solar
power credits.

* Citizen complaint code
enforcement is a big problem.

= We need safer transporra-
tion choices.

= Stare vesting Jaws are a huge
problem and need to be fixed.

What I believe we can do in
this year and next will be ro
elect two new council members
who are more in-tune with

solving some of the big
issues we are facing with

growth.

We need 1o encourage the
council to work on the biggest
issues we can fix to make
things better. I believe those—.
concerns should focus o.
a tree ordinance; requir-

ing full environmental
impact statements
for developments
above a certain

size; eliminat-
ing or severely
amending the
current Rural
Cluster Subdivision code; hold
the line on urban growth area
expansions that cannot be sup-
ported with adequate roads,
schools and parks; change
floodplain development codes
to keep people from building in
our floodplains; and re-intro-
duce subarea planning for our
communities and eliminate
automaric rezones.
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If you would like to be more
involved as we go forward, please
contact me ar kristin@furure-
wise.org; or 425.923.8625.

Oak titmouse by Kirsten Munsen



resolve the crisis caused by prolonged
under-funding for road decommissioning
and maintenance in the warersheds of
Washington State’s National Forests.

This is a ten-year, $300 million effort.
Our goal is to engage Congressman Norm
Dicks and other members of our delega-
tion (i.e. Congressmen Rick Larsen and Jay
Inslee) as well as Senators Patry Murray and
Maria Cantwell in supporting funding for
this massive effort.

In 2000, the DOE signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) with the Regional
Office of the U.S. Forest Service covering
all the Washington State National Forests.
This MOA required, among other things,
major road decommissioning efforts on the
part of the Forest Service to bring it into
compliance with the Clean Warer Act. In
2005, the Forest Service reported to DOE
that it would take $300 million and 100
years at the current rate of funding to fix
the problem. Each year in the meantime,
more roads fail. The backlog has become
simply overwhelming,

Two-rhirds of the problem occurs in the

vers that empty into the Puger Sound
and thus the early years' efforts will focus
there. This covers the entire Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie Nartional Forest and part of the
Olympic Narional Forest from the Strait
of Juan De Fuca down the cast side of the
Hood Canal.

It is time for the Forest Service to stop
building new roads—whether temporary or
permanent—and restore the failing water-
sheds that are so important to our ailin,
Puget Sound by removing miles of old log-
ging roads that are falling apart.

Why should PAS be concerned abour

failing roads? Here are just a few reasons:

* Muddy water from failing and washed-
out forest roads harms endangered and
dwindling runs of salmon that need cold,
clear water to thrive and reproduce. These
degraded waters harm the gills of salmon
and trout, while fish eggs smother when silt
settles into gravel beds.

* Deteriorating, unmainrained, and poor-

ly designed national forest roads contribute
_sediment-laden runoff into forest streams,
aking them wider, shallower, and more
susceptible to warming by the sun—also

the price tag on fixing these worn-ourt roads
only goes up.

* Many of the rivers affected supply
drinking water for Puget Sound citizens.
The more polluted these waters become,
the costlier it becomes to render them safe
for human consumption.

Currently, the Olympic Forest Coalition
(OECO} is playing the coordinating role
between DOE Director Jay Manning and
his staff and the ten orher environmen-
tal organizations, which include: Pilchuck
Audubon Society; The Wilderness Society;
Cascade Chapter, Sierra Club; American
Whitewater; Pacific Rivers Council;
Public Employees for Environmental
Responsibility; Alpine Lakes Protection
Society; North Cascades Conservarion
Council, Washington Wilderness Coalition;
and The Mounraineers.

Karhy Johnson, PAS Forest Practices
Chair, is the contact for PAS. She may be
reached at katherine@earthlink.net.

Washington  Watershed — Kestoration
Initiative appropriations request. Tell them
that restoraden of the Puger Sound areas’
damaged wartershieds on National Forest
lands can’t wait. Salmon habitats are being
devastated. Delay will only lead to an inflar-
ed the price tag, if not extincrions. It would
also help to contact Norm Dicks, who
chairs the Appropriations Subcommittees
on the Interior and Environment, even if
he iso't your representative. Congressional
members may be emailed through their
web sites.

232U WETIMOIE AVe, dIE, VI
Everetr, WA 98201

Phone: 425.252.3188
Toll-free: 800.562.1385
Fax: 425.252.6606
www.house.gov/larsen
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Shoreline, WA 98155
Phone: 206.361.0233

Fax: 206.361.3959
www.house.gov/inslee

LOUZ /Ul AVEDRLE, DUIIC 1414
Seartle, WA 98101-1399
Phone: 206.553.7170

Fax: 206.553.7175

www.house.gov/medermort

LWL rdolile AvVeE., JSULE oUY
Tacoma, WA 98402
Phone: 253.593.6536

Fax: 253.593.6551
www.house.gov/dicks

1 Jrcond Avenuc
Suite 3206

Seartle, WA 98174
Phone: 206.220.6400
Fax: 206.220.6404
www.cantwell.senate.gov

Y56 JacKson regeral plag,
915 2nd Avenue

Seattle, Washingron 98174
Phone: 206.553.5545

Fax: 206.553.0891
WWW.MUIray.senate.gov



Lhey get up like you and f§,
blurry eyed with hair a mess,
stumbling through the kitchen
for the first cup of coffee of
the day. Once properly caffein-
ated, they set out on their day’s
work. Their work is 10 make
money. The method they have
chosen is turning undeveloped
land into single family homes,
apartments, and strip malls.

In their quest to make a living
they run into many problems.
They have to find available
land and negotiate a price in
an cconomic climarte of rising
land prices. This is only the
beginning. Once the land is
purchased they have to spend
money to put in sewers and
electricity. The building is no
breeze. The cost of labor and
marerials is rising as fast as the
land. They risk a lot.

Bur before the first shovel of
dirt is turned they have to nego-
tiare the land use rules and apply
for permits with the county. Of

* VPetroleum products such as
grease cartridges and hydraulic
fluid were stored within 150
feet of the Sauk River, violating
USFS permits. There was a spill
of an undetermined amount of
hydraulic fluid from the rock
scaling operation not covered
under the EA rhat was not
reported.

* A grease cartridge was found
in the Sauk River and removed
by PAS representarives.

» A spill of high pH concrete
into the Bedal Creek stream bed
was not covered under current
permits and was done outside
of permirted fish closure win-
dows.,

* Rip rap was placed in the
river, contrary to the construc-
tion plan in the EA, and in vio-
lation of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.

s Trees were felled into the
Sauk River while fish were

spawnine!

course they want to put as many
homes on a parcel as they can.
This maximizes their return on
investment. So they use their
interpersonal skills and influ-
ence to get their way.

Recenty, in Jerry Cornfield’s
Sunday Herald politics column
he assessed the county execu-
tive race noting thar Executive
Aaron Reardon has cultivated
donations from developers. You
do not need a degree in polid-
cal science to understand that
this must result in the county
bureaucracy assisting the devel-
opers with their projects.

Bur this is not a new story.
During the post-WWII years.
Snohomish Countygrewasnever
before. In the book Snohomish
County: An Illustrated History
Cameron, et al described the
explosive growth in the south
Snohomish County this way,
“Withour wishing it, their com-
munities had changed within a
few years, and there was noth-

lhrough a FOIA request,
we also learned thar the USES
modified the construction ¢on-
tracr by eliminating the planned
concrete bridge, without any
public or stakeholder norifica-
tion. This resulted in an overall
credit of $61,700 to the con-
tractor. Insread, far more rock
was remmoved from the diff face
and more fill placed in lieu of
the bridge at Mile Post 33.6.

Alleged safety issues thar led
to this change were never veri-
fied by independent ourside
sources nor were the public or
resource agencies afforded on
opportunity to comment on this
cardinal change to the EA. This
rock breaking and fill place-
ment resulted in significantly
larger amounts of fill entering
the Sauk thar were not covered
under the EA or permits. The
rock hammering may also have
introduced high sonic energy
levels and dust into the Sauk,

ing they could do to stop 1.
Some adjusted their lifestyles.
Others simply sold out to cager
developers and moved to some
place not affected by masses of
people.” Hard to imagine this
was written about events of
more than 50 years ago.

The point is simple, develop-
ers are just doing their job, as
they always have. Their purpose
is not o remove every tree. Thar
is just a side effect of making
money. And the story is an old
one—development happens.

However, we in the environ-
mental community must also
do our job. Sure, we don't get
paid for ir, bur we respond
to growth and development by
educating the public and being
a warch dog. Our most effec-
tive strategy is through the PAS
Smart Growth program.

Developers dont think about
the effect of their work on the
public good and quality of life.

Thar ioh ic lefr ra ne tn remind

possibly harming tish.

In addition, the USFS placed
seven cubic yards of concrete
under the Bedal Creek Bridge
footing to repair scour dam-
age, even though this work
was not included in the EA
This concrete was improperly
placed and ligh pH concrete
was released into the stream
bed. The spill was not properly
monitored, nor were appropri-
ate agencies notified. Proper
permits were not obtained for
these deviations, which vio-
fates the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU}) that the
USFS had with the WA State
Department Fish and Wildlife
(WDEW). Furthermore, this
repair has failed in recent
storms.

Morcover, and probably worst
of all, much of this work was
done while ESA-listed fish were
spawning in the Sauk River! This
is a clear violation of the MOU

our ¢lected oftticials that there
are other points of view.

The Smart Growth initiag—

tive understands there will £
growth and development. It
also understands thar there are
serious impacts that must be
considered.

Our Smart Growth Director,
Kristin Kelly understands these
difficulr issues and focuses on
ensuring that all the players
understand the implications of
unfettered growth. We are for-
tunate to have such an effective

and hard working advocate.

As a PAS member you can
play an important role by con-
tributing generously to the PAS
Smart Growth program when
you receive an appeal lemer
Maybe we can start a new story.

As always, if you have com-
ments to share, please wrire
me at jon.d.baker@gmail.com,
I would like to hear what you
have to say.

with WDFW, which requires
thar instream work occur only
berween August Istand 15th. A
biologist from the WDFW was
performing surveys of Spring
Chinook, listed as threatened
under the Endangered Species
Act, while this work was going
on. He found several redds (fish
egg nests) within yards of the
construction.

PAS has argued all along
thar rebuilding this part of the
Mountain Loop Highway would
not be in the best interests of
the public or the environment.
We appealed this action {our
appeal was denied) because of
concerns that it would harm the
environment. The lack of over-
sight by the USFS has resulted
in exactly the type of harm we
had feared.

We have hired a fish biologisr
to look at the violations and are
considering legal action.










