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does time fly by! A very impor-
tant issue on the ballot need
your attention, as the outcome
will definitely affect your life
in vha future. Please vore

yet another Tim Eyman
fiasco. Here are the reasons
why:

There is a growing coali-
tion opposed to Initiative 960
because it would put funding
for conservation, ecosystem res-
toration, and existing wildlife
habirar ar risk.

If I-960 were to pass, efforts
to fund conservation or dean-
up efforts would have to be
approved by a two-thirds
majority of legislators—and in
many cases by the public as
well—as a tax Increase, even
if the programs werent fund-
ed by tax increases. Millions
of your tax dollars would be
wasted on endless ballot initia-
tives and expensive court battles
over interpreting [-960, leaving
even less funding for identified
priorities.

[-960 would require special
elections for hundreds of con-

As habitat continues to
be lost by development, the
quality of habitar remaining
becomes ever more important.
While monitoring nests for
PRBO Conservation Science in
California, I became interest-
ed in the reladonship berween
songbirds and the vegeration
they depend on. I observed
birds using plants to forage, 1o
build nests, and for places to
hide from predators. It seemed
impossible to study birds with-
out studying plants.

This past year I've been learn-
ing about the value of urban for-
ests and restoration techniques
as an AmeriCorps volunteer for
Cascade Land Conservancy and
the Northwest Service Academy.
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innovative grants program 1o
improve and protect dozens of
bodies of warer across the state;
funding nceded for the Energy
Freedom Fund; new revenue
streams needed to  support
projects like the Puger Sound
Parmership; and development
of Cama Beach Srate Park in
Island Counry.

Just think—even things as
routine as increasing parking
fees would require costly time
to court voters. Do really want
every fee increase to go through
the political process?

A few of the organizations
opposing this initiative include
Washington  Conservation
Vorters, Washington
Environmental Council, the
Sierra Club, WashPIRG, and
the League of Women Voters.
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board members voted to sup-
port two important land use
bills—one to reduce global
warming through berter land
use planning, and one to reform

I've become aware of a seri-
ous potential loss of canopy
in our region due to Invasive
species such as English ivy 1
was inspired to start a project,
the Stewards of Forest Park, 1o
restore one of my favorire bird-
ing sports in Everett.

Walk around the trails, and
youll notice English ivy is
creeping around and taking over
the understory. [ once thought
studying plants would be casier
than birds because they dont
“move.” But ivy has been mov-
ing into the canopy at Forest
Park, threatening the survival
of trees by adding tremendous
weight, competing for nuuri-
ents, and making them more
susceptible to disease.
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for developments.

Global warming is the top
issue of our day. Almost every-
thing we do affects how much
carbon goes into the atmo-
sphere. About 50% of that con-
ribution comes from automo-
bile emissions.

Unfortunately, how much
we drive is directly related to
develop rules and regulations.
If we are 10 address climate
change effectively, we must
change those land-use practices
that impact dimare. Luckily, we
have a great tool—the Growth
Management Act (GMA)—thar
we can use to create responsible
long-range planning to help
reduce the region’s carbon pro-
duction.

The bill would affect land use
and transportation planning by
adding a climarte element to the
GMA, county-wide planning
policies, and comprehensive
plans o meet specific targets
for reducing emissions.

Vesting isanother problem we
all encounter in our communi-
ties as development proceeds.
Vesting refers to the ability of a

Although English ivy was
introduced by humans and
is still being sold, some birds
aren't helping the problem. To
many songbirds, ivy is slightly
toxic and does not provide a
great source of food. However,
house sparrows and European
starlings ear the berries and
spread it around. A few native
species like jays and robins also
contribute to this spread.

In addition, many landown-
ers do not realize that ivy is
ideal habirat for rats. Rats pose
an additional problem to birds,
as they can be nest predators.

With help from a growing
cadre of volunteers, Everett Parks
8 Recreation Department, and
Pilchnek  Andubon  Sociers
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right to develop property con-

sistent with existing zoning law-—~

and other development regula
tions, so that the development
is not subject to subsequent
changes in zoning or develop-
ment laws.

In Washington, vesting occurs
at the time an application is
submitted and deemed com-
plete, even though permits for
building may not happen for
years and in the meantime new
regulations are established to
help protect our environment,

If you read the Oct. 5 Everert
Herald, you will read abour a
rush of development applica-
tions submitted just before
updates to the counry’s Critical
Areas Ordinance went into
affect. That is why we need a
new vesting law that would
only allow vesting after a per-
mit is granted, which is the way
most of the U.S. does it.

We will keep you posted on

these two bills and will be ask ™

ing for your support to convince
our representarives that rhese
bills are good for Washingron,

the Stewards of Forest Park
are making a difference. Join
us for our next work party
Saturday, November 10, 9:30-
12:30; come early for a nature
walk at 9am. Bring family and
friends, and get to know some
great people. Refreshments are
provided, but additional snack
donations are always welcome.

Through PAS, we've applied
for a grant 1o purchase plants,
tools, and signs. 'm also com-
piling a list of birds seen in the
park to distribute w park visi-
tors. If you've been birding in
Forest Park, please let me know
what you've been seeing.

For more informarion, visit—.

www.sofp.org or contact Kerr,
Neiterram ar 425 787 5743















