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By Mike Blackbird, President, Pilenuck Audubon Soctety

Growing up In the 1950s, an annual event
was our family vacation, which usually meant a
long car nide in the days of two-lane highways
and before air conditioning. Car travel then in-
volved two seasons: winter and road construction.
It wasn't unusual stop for a flagger three times a
day to allow one lane of alternating traffic to get past miles of
construstion. Hot August days and road construction were not
conducive to making good travelers of the Blackhird siblings.

My parents looked for an occasional diversion to mollify our
mpatience. We often stopped at roadside attractions, over-
looks and historical sites to break the monotony.

It was on a family summer vacation that I visited my first zoo.
It was a ragtaq affair with a mountain lion, a bobeat and a
coyote, all lying panting in their cages. What I remember most
was a Bald Eagle in a chicken-wire cage so smatl he couid
hardly move. For many years, and long before I became a bird-
1, the vision of that proud bird, our national symbol, embar-
rassed by his circumstance, colored my attitude about zoos.

Last month, my wife and I visited the San Diego Zoo with my
soh and his family. And, now, as a birder, [ saw a zoo with
new eyes.

The San Diego Zoo 15 home to more than 350 species of birds,
some living throughout the zoo in large cages. But, the heart of
the zoo is the group of four, huge, walk-through aviaries,

In the Hummingbird Aviary, along with hummingbirds, we
found honeyereepers and tanagers. Near a waterfall, Seattle’s
little winter resident, an Anna’s Hummingbird, perches next
to a South American Sparkling Violetear, Both flap their wings
and ruffle their feathers in the spray.

In the Scripps Aviary, one gets the feel for life in an African
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forest. I spot an Open-hilled African Stork. In my quide, I read
these birds are rare in captivity and use their oddly shaped
beaks to extract snails and other mollusks from their shells
Never a fan of starlings, I'm blown away by a Golden-breasted
Starhing, one of Africa’s most colorful and beautiful birds.

The Wings of Australasia aviary houses rare, fantastic hirds [
would Iikely never see. Many are endangered, and some, like
the Micronesian Kingfisher, are extinct in the wild. Here, also,
are the results of the zoo's effort to breed birds of paradise.

The Owens Rain Forest Aviary is a biome replicating South-
east Asia. The yellow crest of the Greater Yellow-naped
Woodpecker grabs my attention. And a White-Breasted King-
fisher, in a dive from the branch of a tree, arrows into a pool
of water, Bird life is all around me. Almost 200 species of birds
live 1n this aviary alone.

My beautiful granddaughter has httle interest in elephants,
hippos and birds. It's been a long day and I hear her compel-
ling plea, “Enough birds Grandpa, I want to go home!”

I take one last look 1o the far side of the Zoo to the birds of
prey exhibit. Looking through grandfatherly bifocals, I can see
a Steller's Sea Eagle, a Harpy Eagle and a California Condor,
magnificent birds the zoo is responsible for saving from extinc-
tion. As the Earth’'s population approaches 6 billion, almost
daily a plant or animal species becomes extinct. [ now bhetter
understand that zoos are on the frontline of conservation and
the San Diego Zoo is leading the way.

As we left, | put behind me the image from my youth of that
eagle in his cramped cage. In a pond in front the children’s
Zoo, swimming with a group of Mandarin Ducks, is a pair of
Hooded Mergansers. [ swear the male winked at me as if to
say, "See you up north.” ] winked back and said, *You bet.”
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The arson fires at the Street of Dreams mega-mansion rural
cluster subdivision near Echo Lake were disturhing, to say the
least. No matter what, destuction of homes — or any property
- is not the answer. Crimes like these can paint a bad picture
of environmentat groups that are actually working within our
governmmental system to make posttive change.

Since the fires, [ have taken several calls from members of
the media, asking where the organizations I represent stand
on this issue and to learn more about the problems with rural
cluster subdivisions. | was even interviewed by a reporter
from The Washington Post!

As ['told the reporters, this action is nothing we condone.
Ever. However, the fact remains that big problems with rural
development exist in this county; and, L, along with other
citizens, are using legal means in an effort to bring about
changes.

Rural development has a lot to do with how we go about
urban development, as well. ], as a right-brained person,
never see issues as either this problem or that problem that
can be solved singly. I see everything as it relates to every-
thing else; and to solve one problem, we really need to find
ways to solve other issues, as well. Perhaps that's my curse.
But, [ see it as the only way we’ll solve problems. Especially
when It comes to developing our land, which impacts the way
we live our lives, the taxes required to protect the common
good, and how we can still protect what most of us hold dear:
water quality, air quality, healthy food, homes to live in, and
the wonder of wildlife diversity. We need all of this to keep
the world ~ as we know it — sustainable.

Another important problem is housing affordability and home-
lessness in a county that purporis to have low unemployment
rates and which hasn’t been affected by the mortgage lend-
ing crisis to the degree others have. The mantra from both the
Master Builders Assoclation and the Realtors Assoclation 18
that requlations add to the cost of housing, making it
unaffordable. Interestingly enough, both industries take great
pride in the fact that housing prices have not fallen here
while they have in many other parts of the country.

50 why are homes no one can afford still being built?
Where are the homes people can afford?

Statistics presented at the Housing Consortium breakfast
earlier this month showed a 20% decrease in the affordability
of homes between 1995 and 2006. What that means, really,
is home prices have risen much faster than incomes. In 1995
the median household income was $42,000 a year, which
would buy a $128,000 home. And the median cost of a home
was $141,850.

In 2006, the median household income of $60,000 would
only qualify for a $195,000 loan. But the median price for a
home in Snohomish County is $322,950!

What's really fueling the cost of homes is determined by a
complex set of factors, the least of which deat with requla-
tions to protect the growth of our communities. I certainly
don't have all the answers to these very complex problems,
but I will say regqulations to protect the environment, wildlife
habitat, water quality, air quality — and our attempts to deal
with global warming - are not the cause of problems with
housing affordability or foreclosures.

r

While some may try to pin it on regulations aimed to protect
these things, it's more complex than that. And we must find

ways to deal with issues without sacrificing the environ-
mental quality that sustains all life.

As we continue to build high-end homes, those who make
less are pushed out of the market. But, more people who can
afford these homes move into the area because they still are
priced lower than in King County. The additional population
creates an increase in the cost of growth for needed infra-
structure, or leads to a decline in quality of life when that
infrastnicture is not provided.

Some of the reasons rural cluster subdivisions were adopted
by this county include to protect more open space, allow for
moderate growth In rural areas and to provide affordable
homes, The fact is we are not seeing affordable homes in our
rural areas. And, while the Street of Dreams nural cluster was
the highest of the high-end homes, homes in the $300,000-
$400,000 range are predominant.

An update to the code governing rural cluster subdivisions

is currently underway at the county. Planning comimission
hearings are complete and the commission will make its rec-
omraendations to the county council soon. However, in this
update, housing affordability wasn‘t part of the mix. Nor was
the problem of allowing 100% honus densities for a modest
merease in protected open space.

While some of the code changes would help with buffening,
setbacks and the number of homes in one cluster, the clusters
can occur right next door to each other, further exacetbating
the problem of maintaining nral character.

Rural cluster subdivigions are just a part of the mix. Qur urban
areas must be planned and developed more wisely, with a
focus on where our highest density should go. Many neigh-
borhoods once considered single-family residential are see-
ing more multi-family construction. There are some styles of
multi-family that fit well into single-family neighborhoods.
But, there are some that do not.

I will be lobbying hard, along with our arban friends, for
better requlations on the design of homes, as well as on the
Zoning issues. It's time to urge cities along the Sounder rail
line to start planning for and creating codes that will encour-
age mixed use, transi oriented development, which 1 will talk
about more in next manth’s Profile.

Stay tuned.

State legislative session update:

I'm happy to report these major wins on the Priorities for a
Healthy Washington:

Local Solutions for Global Warming made it out of the
House and soon will he voted on by the Senate. The bill has
changed somewhat as it has gone through the process, but is
still a great start at meshing land use planning with reducing
global wanming impacts.

Climate Action and Green Jobs was passed by both the
House and Senate. The bill now heads to Governor Gregoire’s
desk to be signed.

Evergreen Cities has passed in the House, and awaits a
Senate hearing.

Local Farms-Healthy Kids passed the House and Senate and
is awaiting the governor's signature.
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By Mara Price, Sighfings voorainator

You can tell spring is just around the corner because there are
robins everywhere you turn. There were still large numbers of
Varied Thrush and Pine Siskins reported this month. A few
more Evening Grosheaks were reported near Stanwnood and
Marysville. 1 hope they are finally retuming to our area.

Carole and Larry Beason’s species count of 33 from their
home near Lake Bosworth included 7 Evening Grosheaks,
30 Varied Thrush, i6 Pine Siskins, 24 Mallards, 15
Buffleheads, 8 Spotted Towhees, 9 Red-winged Blackbirds,
9 Purple Finches, 2 Fox Sparrows, 4 Common Mergansers
and 2 Downy Woodpeckers, 10 name a few.

Even with her busy schedule, Annette Colombini has found
time to submit a repont for Birding highlights. Her species
count of 15 from her home in Marysville included 100+ Pine
Siskins, 3 Varied Thrush, 2 Northern Fiickers, 5 Dark-eyed
Juncos, 3 American Robins, 6 Red-winged Blackbirds,

a Common Raven, a Great Blue Heron [flying over), 10
Bushtits and 2 American Crows.

Gail Dibernardo reported 50+ Pine Sisking and 2 Varied
Thrush from her home in Brier. She also listed 2 American
Robing, 6 Anna’s Hummingbirds, a Townsend's Warbler, a
Cooper’s Hawk, a Red-tailed Hawk, a Great Horned Owl, 2
Golden-crowned Kinglets and 6 Spotted Towhees for a total
species count of 22.

Hilkka Egvedt is still reporting the White-Throated Sparrow
in her yard in Mukilteo. She is hoping he will sing for them
before he goes north. Her total species count of 27 also
included 6 American Rohins, 4 Bald Eagles {circling over
the neighborhood), 9 California Quail, 60 Pine Siskins, 2
Red-breasted Nuthatches, 9 Steller's Jays, 14 Bushtits,

a Bewick's Wren, 26 Dark-eyed Juncos and a Pileated
Woodpecker.

Cedar Waxwings made an appearance at Kriss Brickson’s
Everett location near Lowell River Road. Her report listed

20 Cedar Warwings, 23 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 13
Black-capped Chickadees, 2 Bewick's Wrens, 12 American
Robins, 17 American Coots, a Rough-legged Hawk {this
type of hawk summers in the Arctic and winters throughout
the US), 3 Western Gulls, 8 female American Goldfinches
and 6 Steller's Jays for a total species count of 20.

Bald Eagles, Snow Geese and Trumpeter Swans high-
lighted Adeline Gildow's report from Camano Island along
Juniper Beach. She listed 6 Bald Eagles overhead at Juniper,
300+ Snow Geese and 300+ Trumpeter Swans along the
road to Conway, 4 Great Blue Herons along the beach, 8
House Finches, 4 Mourmning Doves, 2 Red-tailed Hawks, 2
Red-breasted Nuthatches, a Sharp-shinned Hawk and a
Cooper's Hawk for a total species count of 26.

Reporting from Lake Stevens, Verna Hisey's total species
count of 12 included 17 House Sparrows, 5 Steller's Jays,
3 Varied Thrush, 6 American Crows, 3 Spotted Towhees,
a Hairy Woodpecker, 2 Bald Eagles, 7 Black-capped
Chickadees and 3 Northem Flickers.

More Varied Thrush and Pine Siskins reported by Shelia
and Michael Huber from the Machias area. Their total spe-
cies count of 20 included a Fox Sparrow, 2 Mourning Doves,
5 Varied Thrush, 12 Dark-eyed Juncos, 6 Pine Siskins, a

January 26, 2008-February 25, 2008

Pileated Woodpecker, a Purple Finch, 2 Red-tailed Hawhs,
3 Hairy Woodpeckers and 27 House Finches.

A Yellow-rumped Warbler and 2 Killdeer made an appear-
ance at Julie O'Donald’s Brier home in February. Her report
also included a Winter Wren, 2 Golden-crowned Kinglets, a
Pileated Wocdpecker, 80 Pine Siskins, 7 Steller's Jays, 18
Bushtits, 2 Anna’s Humminghirds, a Varied Thrush and 40
American Crows.

Reporting from his home along Port Susan Bay, Bob Poulin
reported 175 Barrow’'s Goldeneye, 50 Glaucous-winged
Gulls, 200 Mew Gulls, a Great Blue Heron, 2 Surf Scoters,
3 Baid Eagles along the water, 22 Buffleheads, a Horned
Grebe, 2 American Robins and 30 Double-crested
Cormorants in his total species count of 15.

Mary Sinker's yard in Stanwood was very busy this month
with a total species count of 30. She listed 9 American
Robins, 9 Varied Thrush, 50+ Pine Siskins, 20+ House
Finches, 50+ Dark-eyed Juncos, 10 Black-capped
Chickadees, 15 American Crows, 10 Canada Geese flying
over, 17 Mourning Doves and 6 Evening Grosheaks.

The Red-breasted Nuthatches are still staying along the
shore with two reported by Darlene Walker from Camano
Island. Also reported were 3 Bald Eagles, 30 Pine Siskins,
50 Trumpeter Swans in Stanwood, 12 Mourning Doves, 6
Fox Sparrows, 6 American Robins, 3 Great Blue Herons, 2
Common Ravens and 4 Downy Woodpeckers.

The Pine Siskins are still swarming the trees and feed-

ers at my home in Marysville. I counted about 80 or s0.

The Evening Grosbeaks are back again with two listed

for Pebruary. My total species count of 25 also included 15
California Quail, 8 Varied Thrush, 12 American Crows in
the trees, 20+ Dark-eyed Juncos, 300+ Glaucous-winged
Gulls in the fields along 100th, 2 Common Ravens, 7 House
Finches, 4 Purple Finches and a Pileated Woodpecker.

If you are interested in adding to Birding highlights or would
like additional information included in the report, please con-
tact me at 425.750.8125 or pricemara@clearwire.net.

Mention you're a PAS member and
we’ll donate a portion of your purchase
back to Pilchuck Audubon Society.

Three locations to serve you:

Lake Forest Park
171 Bothell Way NE

206-367-1950

Monroe
19914 SR 2

360-863-9173

Everett
4821 Evergreen Way

425-252-2220
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