Published by Pilchuck Audubon Society Volurne 35, Number 10 December 2008

Holiday parties, snowmen, pretty lights ... and counting hirds!
To many, the holidays are synonymous with the Christmas
Bird Count.

Pilchnek Andubon participates in two Christinas counts — one
each in the north and south areas of the county. Qur count
areas are divided np and teams cover them. We need lots of
volunteers! Birders of all levels are welcome. At the end of the
day, we'll gather for a potluck to compile the numbers.

Teams are also encouraged to go owling early in the morn-
ing or in the evening after the potiuck. Feeder and backyard
counts are also helpful.

The north county count is Sat., Dec. 20. If you're interested in
participating, contact Mary Teesdale {meteesdale@hotmail.
com] or Scott Atkinson (scottratkinson@hotmail.com) for more
information.

The south county count will be Sat., Dec. 27. Contact Jan Van
Niel for more info: 425.778.7568 or sjvanniel@comcast.net.

By John rixcker, Freswdent and CEO, Nationai Audubon Society

Voters in this historic election cast their ballots not only

for change, hut for a new era of hope for our environment,
and the people, birds and other wildlife that depend on it.
Washington DC has been ignoring critical environmental
issues for too long. President-elect Barack Obama and a more
environmentally~aware congress offer the promise of leader-
ship and fundamental change that could usher in new protec-
tions for America’s great natural heritage, and a new lease on
life for species in decline.

Despite 1eal reason for optimism, we cannot take conservation
gains for granted. Audubon is committed to helping the new
administration and congress to live up to their great promise;
and to make conservation, clean energy and green jobs part
of America’s path to a bhrighter tomorrow.

Through our local chapterts, state offices and national grass-
roots efforts, Audubon will jein with others in the environ-
mental community to ensure that our newly elected leaders
lead the way on issues vital to our environment, our economy
and diversity of life on Earth.

Issues demanding prompt attention include:

Presidential appointments: President-elect Obama should
start by appointing {to key environmental positions within his
administration} qualified leaders who will defend our ctean
air and water, protect habitat and endangered species,

January program meeting Fri., Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
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plan for nesting pilings for our local Ospreys.

Our new program chair, Laura Harvell Spehar, will
discuss the program, currently in process on Camano i
Island and in Edmonds. lt's an exciting opportunity for
communities, birds and other wildlife.

Note new location i
(throngh the end of the year):
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aggressively address global warming and steward our great
natural hentage for future generations.

Scientific integrity: The Dept. of the Interior should system-
atically review and reverse decisions made by the past ad-
ministration under the Endangered Species Act that were in-
fluenced by political considerations and not by sound science.

President-elect Obama should send a clear signal to everyone
in his administration to restore and respect scientific integrity
mn all environmental decisions.

Global warming and renewable energy: President-elect
Obama has said: “We cannot afford more of the same timid
politics when the future of our planet is at stake” He's right.
We welcome the opportunity to help him deliver his promised
$150 billion plan for clean energy technologies that would

{See “Eilection” on page 7
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As I write this column, a Piliated Woodpecker
eats at my suet feeder. The Romans viewed

-

woedpeckers as goeod omens, which { hope 1e-
flects what recent electoral results mean for the
environment. I suspect most Americans recognize

climate change as a valid concem; after all, we've lived
with the concept since it was first seriously discussed in 1957,

In 1988, Time editorialized that the consequences of global
wanning required that governments begin preventive mea-
sures to slow the buildup of carbon dioxide. In 1995, a report
issued by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
predicted widespread economic and environmental disloca-
tion over the next century unless rising greenhouse gases
were curtailed. We're well familiar with the arquments.

As evidence of the perils of climate change continue to mount,
governments must come to terms with the likely political
ramifications of extreme weather, rising sea levels, changing
precipitation patterns and agricultural distocations affect-

ing the world's food supply. To ignore climate change will
threaten the survival of democratic institutions, particularly in
developing nations. it's possible to envision a flood of envi-
ronmental refugees from countries incapable of feeding and
supporting them, engulhing more fortunate nations.

Unfortunately, efforts to control emissions of greenhouse
gases threaten the short-term fiscal goals of corporate
America. With that in mind, to counter mounting scientific
evidence, the Global Climate Coalition began operating out
of the office of the National Association of Manufacturers in
1989. Since 1994, the GCC has spent more than $63 million
to combat any progress toward addressing the climate ¢risis.

The Filchuck Audubon Profle,
official newsletter of Pilchuck

Audubon Society, is published
monthly September-April, and
bi-monthly May-August.

Pilehnek Audubon Society (PAS)
is a grass-rools environmental
organization with members
throughout Snohomish County

and Camano [sland, Washington.

Our mission is to conserve and
restore natural ecosystems,
focusing on birds and other
wildhfe, for the benefit of the
earth’s biological diversity.

Through education, advocacy,
and community activism, PAS is
committed to bringing pecple
closer to wildlife in order ta
build a deeper understanding
of the powerful links between
healthy ecosystems and buman
beings, and to encourage the
involvement of our members

in efforts to protect the habitat
this wildlife depends upon for
survival,

We serve as a local chapter of
the National Audubon Society.
PAS is a 501(c}3 tax-exempt,
nen-profit organization incorpo-
rated in the state of Washington.

Newsletier submissions

Submit articles to annette,
colombini@pilchuckaudubon.org
or matl to 1429 Avenue D, PMB
198, Snohomish, WA 98290,
Submissions must be received
by the fifth of the month preced-
ing publication. We reserve the
right to edit.

Monthly mailing party
Newsletler mailing parties

are held the third Wednesday
of the month. If you'd like to
have some fun with other PAS
members, contact Tudy Loweil
at organicjudy@june.com ar
425.353.8150 for more
information.

To contact Pilchuek Audubon
Society, call 425.252.0926.

The Prafile is also available at
www.pilchuckaudubon.org
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Its budget serves solely to influence the news media and gov-
emment policymakers on climate change.

In 1998, the oil and gas industries spent $58 million lobbying
Congress to blunt rising concern over climate change. That
same year, environmental groups mustered a puny $4.7 mil-
lion spent on all issues, not just global warming.

Corporate America’s PR strategy is not aimed at reversing the
tide of public opinion. Its goal is simply to stop people from
mobilizing and insisting Congress and the White House
address the issue. For the past eight years, this "lobbying for
lethargy” strateqy has been successful, as the Arctic perma-
frost melts and the ravage of malaria seeks new victims in
warming temperate climes.

On January 20, 2009, I trust that an administration with
vision will take office, committed to supporting an emerging
green economy that will foster energy independence and re-
duce greenhouse gases, while taking its place as a leader of
world governments addressing climate change.

Whoa! A Downy Woodpecker just flew to my suet feeder.

A hearty thank you to Art Wait for
organizing the recent birdseed sale.
Thanks, also, to Keith Lehn and
Mike Blackbird for helping!

Board of directors

President Mike Blackbird ......ocnens 425.6170.2481
Vice President Susie Schaefer.... .. 425.771.8165
Treasurer Carolyn Lacy....ccmiormmceneas 360.668.24594
Secretary *Open *

Education *Open *

Program Coordinator  Laura Harvell Spehar ......... 425.672.2150
Volunteer Coordinator *Open *

Publicity Bob Sindelar .....ocoeenieens 360.657.3604
Conservation Jan van Niel, Jon Baker......425.778.7568
At Large David Gladstone.......c.ee.... 425.252.0926
Committee chairs

Birdathon Hilkka Egtvedt.................... 4253474944
Bird Sightings Mara Price........... -360.651.9234
Database Margaret Bridge. .. 360.862.1694
Field Trips Art Wait ...oceeeees -.360.563.0181
Forest Practices Kathy Johnson.... 360.659.7252
Hospitality Virginia Clark..... 360.435.3750
Legal Advisor Pete Dewell...... 425.259.6269
Membership Chair *Open *

Newsletter Editor Annette Colombini............. 425.501.8125
Newsletter Mailing Judy Lowell............. ...425.353.8150
Webmaster Kathy Piland................ 360.691.7695
Staff

Smart Growth Kristin Kelly.........reeane 425.923.8625
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ily represent the official position of the Pilchuck Audubon Scciety.
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Bewick's Wrens were popping up all over the county this
month — from as far south as Brier, north to Camano Island.
They are easily identified by a iongish tail with white corners
and a bold white eye stripe. The
Bewick’s Wren has a very complex
song somewhat similar to a Song
Sparrow’s, but a little thinner and
shriller.

No Bewick’s Wrens made it to
Carole and Larry Beason's Lake
Bosworth home, but 35 other spe-
cies did. They included 6 American
Goldfinches, 2 Belted Kingtishers,
27 Pine Siskins, 15 Red-winged
Blackbirds, a Western Tanager,

8 Canada Geese, 2 House Finches,
an Osprey and a Winter Wren.

Annette Colombini‘s report from

Marysville, near the Cedar Crest

Golf Course, included three domes-

tic cats that have been keeping the

birds away from her feeders. Her

total species count of nine included 2 Northern Flickers,

6 Steller's Jays, 8 Dark-eyed Juncos, 3 Common Ravens
flying over, 4 American Crows, 6 Black-capped Chickadees,
3 Pine Siskins, a Bald Eagle and an Anna’s Humminghird.

Three Pileated Woodpeckers highlighted Gail Dibernardo’s
report from Brier. Al three woodpeckers were on the suet
feeder at the same time. A Bewick’s Wren also popped up
in her backyard along with 6 California Quail, 15 American
Robins, 8 Dark-eyed Juncos, a Bald Eagle, 2 Spotted
Towhees (in the birdbath), a Rubhy-crowned Kinglet and a
Red-Tailed Hawk for a total species count of 23,

A Bewick’s Wren was near the top of Hilkka Egtvedt’s list
from her home in Mukilteo. She also reported 2 Varied
Thrushes, 10 Pine Siskins, 15 California Quail, 15 American
Robins eating Mountain Ash berries, 200+ American Crows
flying over one evening, 32 Dark-eyed Juncos, 3 Golden-
crowned Sparrows, 10 Band-tailed Pigeons and 2 Pileated
Woodpeckers for a total species count of 24.

Another Bewick’s Wren made an appearance at Kriss
Erickson’s Everett location. Also included in her total species
count of 10 were 18 American Robins, 6 Dark-eyed hmcos,
11 Black-capped Chickadees, 4 Steller’'s Jays, 7 House
Finches, 8 American Crows, 3 Song Sparrows, 12 Cedar
Wazxwings and 3 Western Gulls flying over.

Unfortunately, Verna Hisey’'s Lake Stevens yard has been
overrun with feral cats which keep the birds away. Her

total species count was only 6 this month which included

4 steller's Jays (which can give cats a bad time}, 6 American
Crows flying overhead, 20+ House Sparrows, a Bald Eagle
and 4 Black-capped Chickadees.

The birdfeeders are back up at Shelia and Michael Huber's
home in Machias. That little Bewick’s Wren was spot-
ted again by the Hubers. They also reported 2 Downy
Woodpeckers, 3 Dark-eyed Juncos, 3 American
Goldfinches, a Belted Kingfisher, a White-crowned
Sparmmow, 2 Purple Finches, 2 Spotted Towhees and

3 Northern Flickers for a total species count of 17,

September 26, 2008-0October 25, 2008

Julie O’'Donald’s report from Brier included an interesting
variety of species including our little Bewick's Wren.

She listed a Varied Thrush, a Western Screech Owl, a
Towmsend’s Warbler, a Killdeer, a
Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3 Golden-
crowned Kinglets, 10 Bushtits,

2 Anna’s Humminghirds and

6 American Robins {eating berries
from the Mountain Ashj} for a total
species count of 20.

Mary Sinker's yard in Stanwood
seems to be the place for some
great bird watching. Her total
species count of 34 included 15
American Goldfinches,

14 Black-capped Chickadees,

2 Cedar Waxwings, 14 Evening
Grosbeaks, a Great Blue Heron, a
Great horned-Owl, 9 Pine Siskins,
11 Steller's Jays, 24 Mourning
Doves, a Veery, a White-throated
Sparrow, 2 Winter Wrens {no
Bewick’s Wren) and 5 Bushtits.

Two Barred Owls topped Datlene Walker's list in October.
Reporting from Camano Island, she also listed 12 Pine
Siskins, 2 Bald Eagles, 2 Marsh Hawks, 6 Dark-eyed
Juncos, a Rufous Hummingbird, 6 American Goldfinches,
4 Spotted Towhees, 10 Mourning Doves, 2 Red-hreasted
Nuthatches and 20 Canada Geese flying over for a total spe-
cies count of 23,

Bewick’s Wren, by Steve Baranoff

The Snow Geese are coming back. Dick Vanderhoff reported
250+ Snow Geese flying over his home near Port Susan
Bay, along with 75 Western Grebes, 25 Double-crested
Cormorants, a total of 75 Black-capped and Chestnut-
backed Chickadees at the feeders, 4 Bald Eagles flying in
a circle, 15 Bonaparte Gulls, 3 Ring-billed Gulls, 2 Brown
Creepers and 2 White-breasted Nuthatches for a total spe-
cies count of 11.

Nothing unusual to report from my Marysville home. The
newest visitor to my yard would be a Mourming Dove that
stopped by for a few days. My total species count of 20
included 18 American Robins, 16 California Quail in the
yard and woods, 12 Evening Grosbeaks, a Black-headed
Groshealt, 300-400 European Starlings along the wires
and fields along 100th, a Common Raven, 12 Dark-eyed
Juncos, 4 Pine Siskins, 4 Northern Flickers and 2 Downy
Woodpeckers.

Dr. Hewston of Humboldt State University is asking for our
help again for the Thanksgiving Day Bird Count on Nov. 27.
It'’s easy: pick an area 15 feet in diameter — somewhere
where you'll see a lot of birds, like around a feeder — and
count for one hour on Thanksgiving Day. Your final count
should show how many species entered the circle and the
total number of each. If you would like a form, I can provide it.

If you are interested in adding to Birding Highlights or would
like additional information included in the report, please
contact me at 425-750-8125 or pricemara@clearwire.net.

Pichuck Auduben Frofile, December 2008, Page &
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Thanks to all of you who have helped by signing a petition,
emailing or testifying at public hearings on the three impor-
tant land use issues I've been working on this year. The Fully
Contained Community {FCC} moratorium was adopted for six
months so the council can re-examine the codes and hope-
fully consider eliminating FCCs as a planning tool. The public
hearings on the Urban Residential Design Standard {URDS)
code and the Rural Cluster Subdivision {RCS) crdinance up-
dates have been extended te Yanuary 7, so the council will
continue to take your written comments on the amendments.

You can access the documents the council is considering here:

www1.co.snchomish.wa.us/departments/council/fabout/
meeting_calendar/long_term _calendar.him.

TogetherGreen

TogetherGreen is program
sponsored by Toyota and
Audubon that will provide
$20 million for conserva-
tion efforts fwww.togeth-
ergreen.org) over the next
five years. There are three
parts to the hve-year pro-
gram: conservation grants,
vohmteer program and the
Conservation Leadership
Program. I first considered
applying fer a grant for the
Smart Growth program.
Instead, the PAS Board
urged me to apply for the
Leadership Program. [ am happy to report that I was one
of 40 selected country-wide from a field of more than 100
candidates. As part of the program, my fellow participants
and I gathered for a week of training and networking in
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, late last month.

It was a magical, wonderful experience and an honor to

be part of this greup of emerging leaders in the conserva-
tion movement. The financial support will help provide the
resources Deeded to lead our membership and others in
Snohomish County towards smarter, more sustainahle land
use and environmental stewardship practices in an effort to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect Puget Sound,
our water basins and wildlife habitats.

The TogetherGreen leadership fellows, facilitators and speak-
ers were inspirational and knowledgeable. We received
outstanding training, advice and encouragement from experts
i the field of communications, community building, diversity
training, as well as hearing directly from representatives of
Toyota, a corporate environmental leader. I will share more of
what I learned - and will continue to learn - as the program
progresses.

For now, I want to share a bit about the other participants
who are working for a better world.

Avery Anderson, Quivira Cealition, is working to improve
water quality and supply in the Dry Cimarron River Basin and
outreach to the local ranching community through on-site
volunteer educational workshops. James Barnes, University
of Verment, is working with The Land Stewardship program
and UT students on a high school mentoring program.
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Eric Beck, Audubon Oklahoma, is working on an IBA program
for the Prairie Chicken and Black-capped Vireo, as well as a
fundraising project to provide support to the Red Slough IBA.
Penelope Bodry-Sanders, Lemur Conservation Foundation,

is working on a providing teacher conservation workshops at
the Mianatra Center for Lemur Studies.

Marcelo Bonta, Center for Diversity and the Environment

and Young Environmental Professionals of Color, is working
on Diversity in the Conservation Movement Forum, a series

of dialogues that will examine diversity issues in Portland’s
conservation movement. Rosalie Borzik, Maine Seabird
Restoration Program, is working to improve nesting habitat for
common terns.

Michael Burger, Audubon
New York, is working on
Conservation Alliance for
the east coast and the
state’s IBA program.

Paola Gahriela Castaneda,
Audubon Center at Debs
Park, is working on a junior
naturalist {teen) mentor-
ing program with youth
from Latino neighborhoods,
bilingual education and
oufreach and restoration of
Arroyo Seco habitat.

Barbara Charry, Maine
Audubon, is working to
integrate road ecology and transportation planning for re-
duced wildlife mortality, habitat loss and fragmentation. Eric
Clough, Cape Arago Auduben Society, is working on habitat
conservation and shorebird sanctuary in Coos Bay, Oregon.

Lorelei Costa, Audubon Alaska, is working on conservation
and restoration program for wetland IBA.

Tony DeFalco, Marine Fish Conservation Netwoik, is work-
ing on a green jobs project that trains and employs Mexican-
Americans and Latinos in a pregram to weatherize and equip
hemes in low-income areas of Portland with renewable
energy features.

Ana Flores, Kettle Pond Visitor Center, USFWS, is working on
a green cafe film and lecture senes for teens in Wood River,
Rhode Island. Curt Gervich, Virginia Tech Schoeol for Public
and International Affairs, is working on a conflict manage-
ment workshep and supplementary guidebook for individuals
and organizations in conservation netwotks in Appalachia.

Christine Hannen, Holston River Soit and Water Cons District,
is working on providing rain barrels and rain harvesting in
rural communities in southwest Virginia. Thomas Hissong,
Aullweod Andubon Center and Farm, is working on a school
program for menthly field trips and science investigations.

Heath Keirstead, Benton Soil and Water Conservation District,
is fraining velunteers to perform invasive plant audits on

100 properties in Corvallis, Oregon. Dan Kunkle, Lehigh Gap
Nature Center, is working to develop a nature center and pro-
grams on a 750-acre refuge in Pennsylvania.

{See “Smart Growth” on page 7)



{continued from page 6}

David Lamfrom, Naticnal Parks Conservation Association, is
working to protect the threatened Desert Tortoise. Marian,
Langan, Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center, is engaging
faith-based groups in conservation action in Nebraska.

Drew Lanham, Clemson University Forestry and Matural
Resources, is working to promote sustainable land manage-
ment and conservation planning with African-American land-
owners in South Carolina.

Amy Meide, St. Johns County, Flerida, is working to restore
the upland and riparian zone habitats at the publicly owned
St. Johns County Golf Course.

Sean Miller, Earth Day Network, is working to install photo-
voltaic solar panels at a low-income school dedicated to
energy conservation in Washington, DC. [Hana Pena,
Audubon Texas, is working on science and technology cur-
riculum in urban schools.

Robin Powell, Nevada Audubon, is working on land and wa-
ter issues. Kim Ramirez, Midewin Nafional Tallgrass Prairie

and E} Valor (CBO), is working on a restoration project in tall-
grass prairie and education in urban Chicago neighborhoods.

Md. Mamunur Rashid, University of Southern Indiana, is
working to engage Evansville residents on the importance
and benefits of water conservation.

Lewis Reed, Livermore Area Park District Ranger, is working
on interpretative seminars and field trips to educate the com-
Inunity about grasslands and grassland restoration in Hlinois.

Jillian Rubio, Audubon Center at Prospect Park in Brooklyn, is

{continued from page 1)

protect our environment and stimulate the economy. creating
up 5 million new green jobs.

Congress should pass leqgislation providing significant incen-
tives for development of renewable energy such as a strong
Renewables Portiolio Standard and a long~term extension of
the Production Tax Credit, and pass significant legislation to
address global warming with a comprehensive cap-and-trade
program.

The new adminisiration and congress must lead a transforma-
tion in Amertican energy production and use through invest-
ments in energy efficiency and clean energy technologies.
This can minimize the fluctuation of gas prices while protect-
Ing our beaches, coastal ecosystems and the Alaskan land-
scape from the threats of oil and gas drilling.

Endangered species conservation: We'll work with the
administration to secure reversal of the Bush administration’s
weakening of the Endangered Species Act, such as the con-
troversial decision to allow agencies to self~consult regarding
the impacts of federaily-approved projects on endangered
species.

Congress should pass new tax incentives to encourage private
landowmers to work toward recovery of endangered species.

working to engage teen skateboarders in stewardship of the
park. Keith Russell, Pennsylvania Audubon, is working on a
volunteer monitoring effort to collect data during spring and
fall migration in 2009.

Barbara Sacerdote, Audubon Washington, is working

on Audubon Washington's Guide to Bird and Community
Conservation on an interactive web site. Jennifer Seitz,
University of Florida, is working on outreach programs and
urban forestry, with working class African-Amenicans,

Jim Shallow, Audubon VYermont, is developing and
implementing a conservation plan for a 1000-acre IBA and
watershed. Juli Speck, Girl Scouts of Black Hawk Council, is
working on Prairie Restoration at Black Hawk Council’s Echo
Valley Property.

[ain Stenhouse, NAS/IBA program, is working on IBA assess-
ment training in Maine. Vashti Supplee, Audubon Arizona,

is working on conservation training to high schools and two
community colleges.

Stephanie Swaim, Tahoma Audubon Society, is working on
school ecology club and vohmteer corps. Gloria Villegas-
Cardoza, Massachusetts Audubon, is working on an urban
environmental education initiative to develop sustainahle
conservation communities in urban areas.

Dawn York, Coastal Planning and Engineering of North Caro-
lina, Cape Fear River Watch, is working on the preservation
of the 2100-acte Eagles Island, a significant natural herntage
area.

Bird and habitat conservation: The administration and the
congress should reinvest in the National Wildlife Refuge
System and address the unacceptable $3.5 billion mainte-
nance backlog crippling this eritical tool for conservation.

Congress should pass legislation to conserve neotropical
migratory birds and address the steep declines in America’s
common birds that are disappearing from parks, farms and
backyards across the country.

Ecogystem restoration: The administration and the

congress should fund significant new restoration projects to
improve the status of America’s great natural ecosystems: the
Mississippi River, the Everglades, Long Island Sound and the
Great Lakes.

Your support, aleng with Auduvbon’s unique chapter, state,
and national presence, will enable us to seize this rare oppor-
tunity for real conservation progress in the weeks and months
ahead. Please continue your grassroots advecacy to hold our
leaders accountable to their conservation promises.

To share your vision for the future of the US with President-
elect Obama, visit www.change.gov/page/s/yourvision.
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