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Saturday the 5th, feeling a bit
under the weather, [ satr and
watched the New Hampshire
presidential debates hosted by
ABC News. Listening to both
the Republican and [emocratic
candidates debating an endless
array of problems, two things
stood out to me.

First, there was an online
survey going on through the
debate. While the number one
concern of those participating
was economic health, the sec-
ond highest concern was not
the Iraq war, but the state of our
environment.

Second, both sides of the
aisle seemed to agree that global
warming is real and needs our
attention immediately; not just
in government policy, bur in
real actions on the ground.

Here in Washington, we can
begin work now to start fix-
ing our global warming mess
without waiting for the federal
leadership so frustratingly lack-
ing the last eight years.

The 2008 stare legislative ses-
sion is in mortion. While all four
of the Priorities for a Healthy
Washingron should be adopted
by state legislators, two in par-
ticular deal directy with climate

change solurions.

in order to achieve the dIate’s
goal to significantly reduce the
pollution sources driving cli-
mate change, responsible deci-
sions need to be made 10 reduce
automobile usage and develop-
ing more efficient and livable
communities.

The choices made in local
land use and zoning plans abour
where a growing population will
live and work and how they will
get around have a huge impact
the environment. Proposed
legislation would amend the
Growth Management Act
(GMA) to add a goal of reduc-

ing climare pollution as an
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prehensive planning,

Local jurisdictions {coun-
ties and cities) which represent
nearly 70% of the state’s popu-
lation are already committed
to major reductions. A coor-
dinated statewide effort will
provide Snohomish County
and its cities, along with oth-
ers thronghout the srate, the
Necessary Support to use exist-
ing tools to significantly reduce
their climare impact.

Cities with more than 3,000
residents {in Snohomish County
today thar includes Bothell,
Edmonds, Everett, Lynnwood
and Marysville) and counties
with more than 50,000 resi-
dents would be required to:

* Develop plans 10 achieve
the state’s global warming pol-
lution reduction goals in their
comprehensive planning;

» Evaluate current emissions
and impacts of furure deci-
sions;

= Develop plans to manage
growth in ways that will reduce
climate changing pollurion.
This new planning element
would be phased in during the
next comprehensive plan update
cycle, which in Snohomish
County is 2011. For smaller
cities and counties, this action
will be voluntary. Each city and
county would have the flexibil-
ity to determine how to reach
the goal.

Differentstrategiescaninclude
encouraging more compact and
transit oriented development in
our urban growth areas; focus-
ing growth in areas with transic
options; establishing transfer
of developmenrt right programs
to protect forests and farm-
lands; encouraging use of new
technologies that reduce global
warming pollution and inctease
efficiency; and providing more
urban forest invesiments.

Based on Governor Grcgoire
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to reduce the state’s climate
change pollution and increase
the number of green jobs in the
state, the Washingron Climarte
Action bill creates a structure
and timeline for implementing
these goals, working to reduce
climate change pollution, cre-
ating a program to prepare
Washingron workers for good
jobs in the clean energy econ-
omy, and providing pathways
our of poverty for lower-income
communiries.

The bill would make the
Washington State Department
of Ecology responsible for
achieving the srat€’s emission
reduction goals. It would direct
Ecology to develop responsible
limits on all major sources of
global warming pollution in the
state.

The Legislature would affirm
participation in developing a
regional market-based pollution
trading system, like the one
Washingron is now helping to
develop with numerous other
Western states and Canadian
provinces, The bill will require
reporting by those responsible
for the greatest amount of cli-
mate changing pollution and
would create a comperitive-
grants-based training progeam,
o be funded and implemented
in 2009, that will train and
transition workers t clean
energy jobs.

rieatny, growing urban for-
ests help build healthy commu-
nities and people. Snohomish
County does not have a tree
ordinance despite the fact citi-
zens have been screaming for
years as our communities lose
trees by the thousands to large
subdivisions and commercial
strips,

Most people know all the
benefits of trees such as reduc-
ing runoff, one of the top Puget
Sound pollutants, helping
reduce taxpayer costs for sto
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addidon, trees absorb many of
the pollutants that cause asthma .
and drive climate change.

The Evergreen Cities Act, it
adopted, would:

= Direct the Department of
Narural Resources to develop a
statewide inventory/assessment
of our urban forests, provid-
ing critical rechnical assistance
for local government ordinance
and forest plan development;

« Generate new revenue from
utlity ratepayers to develop
and implement tree ordinances,
forest management plans, and
for utdilities to increase service
reliability, leveraging increased
federal funds;

* Engage volunteers, conser-
vation, homeowners and civic
groups in forest plan develop-
ment and implementarion;

= Convene an advisory com-
mittee and create a role for eco-
regional performance standards
for tree retention, forest restora-
tion, urban forest canopy, ordi-
nances and management plar™
1o achieve environmental objec
Tives; and

* Provide funding for local
governments to update or adopt
tree ordinances and urban forest
management.

vur schools represent an
enormous potential market for
Washington farmers, and the
best vehicle for improving kids’
access to healthy food. This leg-
islation will make Washington
a national leader in providing
locally grown fresh fruit and
vegetables to those who need it
most by:

* Easing restrictions  that
make it difficult for schools and
institutions to buy from local
farms;

* Establish a “Farm to School”
program to connect schools
with nearby farmers, providing









