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By Colleen Weber, Project Leader, Port Susan IBA Survey
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The spring shorebird migration survey around northern Port
Susan Bay is complete, thanks to 30 volunteers who donated
their time and energy to collect data. Even cold, wet weather
did not deter this dedicated group. Volunteers comments after
the survey were positive and almost everyone is looking for-
ward to the next survey.

The data coliected will be used for the fall migration survey,
set to beqin in late July or early August. It will also be shared
with other erganizations and submitted to national databases.

Pilchuck Audubon has been awarded funds for the next phase
of this grant. We are the only chapter in Washington to re-
ceive this grant, sponsored by the Packard Foundation. The
action team will tour sites along south Skagit Bay and choose
ones to add to the survey. We will also look at the current
sites on Port Susan Bay and combine some with scuth Skagit
Bay, since the birds move back and forth between the areas.

We may need more volunteers for the fall survey, as the re-
turning birds migrate more sporadically. Volunteers will need
to watch at designated sites more frequently. i you're inter—
ested and can help on short notice, [ want to hear from you.

Five owners volunteered their property as sites for the spring
survey, which helped make it a success. Pilchuck thanks them
for their part in this important project.

When asked to coordinate this grant, I had no idea how im-
portant the work would be for Port Susan Bay and surround-
ing areas. | was amazed how Pilchuck members responded
to my request for time and expertise for this project. I am
honored to have the scientific expertise on the committee to
get the project competed in a professional manner. Without
the seven members on this committee, this survey would not
have been completed successiully.

During the coming months, I look forward to continuing to
work 1o protect the bird habitat on the migratory flyway of
the Pacific coastline from South America to the Arctic.

July pregram meeting ~ Friday, July 11, 7 p.m.

UON T IMISS TN1s [1a0uols 51146 SNOW [eamnng me
favorite bird photos from Pilchuck Audubon members.
And, it's not too late to submit your photaos.
See details below.

Note new location:
The Everett Pirefighters Association’s
Firefighters Hall, 2411 Hewitt Avenue, Everett.

There will be no progrom meeting in August.
September program meeting

Dall Mutorl, wWiAaiie drist ana pnoiograper,
will speak to open the festival.
Friday, September 12, 6:30 p.m.

Edmonds Conference Center,
201 Fourth Avenue North, Edmonds

Calling bird photographers

Let's make July’s program meeting a mega birding slide
show. Pick your 10 favorite shots and e-mail them to me,
your Profile editor, at annette.colombini@pilchuckaudu-
bon.org. Fll put tegether a PowerPoint presentation to be
shown at July’'s meeting.

Please make sure you took the photo and include a mes-
sage with the species name, as well as where you shot
the photo. Please limit the mndividual file size to 5 MB or
smaller. If your files are that large, you'll need to e-mail
them individually. If you have a flickr {or similar} account
and your photos are availzable for public download, feel
free to send me the URLs of your favorite shots and I'li
download them for you.

Please have your photo files to me by Tuly 3. If you have
any questions, shoot me an e-ruail. Thanks!
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There is one universal law of history. We don't
learn from history.

4 V;’ Some years ago, I was in Alaska on business. |
-~ took some personal time to drive From Anchorage

to Seward, a small town along the shores of
Resurrection Bay. I planned to take a boat trip to see the bay’s
puffin and murre colonies. The opportunity to see humpback
whales figured in my plans, as well.

The night before the boat trip, I stayed in a Seward motel.
Having just finished the book I was reading, I picked up a
Chamber of Commerce magazine on the night stand and
began to read abont Alaska’s Good Friday earthquake in
1964. | read with increasing trepidation that Resurrection
Bay is a narrow body of water ninning east and west. The
8.4 magnitude Geed Friday earthquake’s motion was north to
south.

Resurrection Bay was rocked from side to side like a bathtub
tull of water. The result was that seven, count ‘em seven, tidal
waves washed over Seward, with a major part of the city
disappearing into the bay. The earthquake struck at 3:36 a.m.,
killing 115 people across the state. While the death toll was
low, the destruction was massive — leaving many Alaskans
homeless. 1 slept fitfully.

Other than that night 10 years ago in Seward, I have to admit
that I've not given dying in an earthguake much thought.
Perhaps because, as Americans, we've come to delude
ourselves into believing we're immune to catastrophic natural
disasters and that they only occur in parts of the world distant
from our Ged-blest shores and strict building codes. Hurricane
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Katrina was a wake-up call and our collective thinking

began to change, but just a bit. The media flocded us with
information about the importance of preparing disaster plans
for our families and putting together a 72-hour disaster kit.
Intellectually I understand the wisdom of having a disaster kit
and [ began a half-hearted lame attempt at building one.

When the 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck China on May 13,
I called to mind my night in Seward and my commitment to
put together a survival kit after Katrina.

I did a quick inventory and found in my garage an empty
30-gallon water drurn left-over from an even less than half
hearted attempt to prepare for Y2K. On the floor of my den
was the half completed disaster kit. I realized [ hadn't learned
anything from history.

If a 7.8 magnitude earthquake can destroy 700 schools in
China in the middle of the day, killing thousands of students
and if an 8.4 magnitude earthquake can send seven tidal
waves crashing over an Alaska town, how can I, in good
conscience, imagine my home would be immune and my
family safe should the predicted Cascadia earthquake hit the
Puget Seund region?

I've yet to fill the water drum, but I've almost completed my
survival kit and I did buy a tent on sale at Big 5. Considering
this miserable wet spring, at least if cur house is destroyed in
an earthquake, we'll be dry.

I'm determined, this time, to learn the lesson of history.
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Tues., July 1 C-Post Road, Fortson Ponds, Sauk River

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {IS exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I5. We will travel Highway
530 as far as time and stamina permit. Surprises are historical
on this trip. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Wednesday, July 9 Jetty Island
Meet at 8:45 a.m. at the waterfront kiosk at the 10th Street
Boat Launch and Marine Park, located at 10th Street and West
Marine View Drive in Everett. Head Ranger Craig Hansen has
again graciously arranged a special hoat trip prior to the nsual
10 a.m. ferry. Osprey, eagles, qulls, seabirds, shorebirds and
probably a Peregrine Falcon. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Tuesday, July 15 Stevens Pass Area
Meet at 7 a.m. at the Monroe Park and Ride on Highway 2,
half~mile west of the fairgrounds. Trying for summer birding
success at higher altitudes, Will visit The Old Cascades High-
way, Smithbrook Road and maybe the ski slopes. Warblers,
grouse, sparrows, flycatchers, ravens, nutcrackers, chipmunk
and hare. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Sunday, July 20 Paradise-Mt. Rainier NP
Meet at 7 a.m. behind Everett Mall, next to the transit

center by LA Titness. From 15 north or south take exit 189,
Everett Mall Way. All day. Carpooling strongly encouraged.
Bring lunch, water, good walking shoes, sunscreen, hat and
binoculars. We’ll hike the Alta Vista-Glacier Vista loop trail to
Dead Horse Trail — about 3 miles, 1000-foot elevation gain.
Admission $15 or Golden Bagle pass.

Trip leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Tuesday, Tuly 22 Fir Island
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysvilte (I5 exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to 15. Last year's highlights were
a Green Heron, Wood Warblers and Tyrant Flycatchers, 48
species total. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Tuesday, July 28 Hwy 20: Rockport to Diablo Dam
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville (15 exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I5. In February, we braved
snow to view eaqgles. Let's see what's there in summer. Pack
a lunch.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

Tuesday, August 5 Mid-Whidbey Island
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville (I5 exit 200}. Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to 15, This is the area between
Crockett Lake and Swantown, always an exciting experience
for both birding and scenery. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Virginia Clatk, 360.435.3750
Wilina Bayes, 360.629.2028

Tues., August 12 Langus Park and Spencer Island
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Langus Park, Everett, just past the shell
house. Let’s see what summer birds can be found. Last

August, we had Wood Ducks, Eastern Kingbirds and Pileated
Woodpeckers. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Watt, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Tuesday, August 19 Chinook Pass, Highway 410
Meet at 6:30 a.m. at Monroe Park and Ride on Highway 2,
half-mile west of the fairgrounds. We will enjoy beautiful
scenery. The pass is at the 5432 foot level and intersects the
Cascade Crest Trail. Gray Jays, Vaux's Swifts and Mountain
Chickadees. Pack a lunch. We will try to not go all the way to
Yakima this time.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Tuesday, August 26 Anacortes
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I5 exit 200}. Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to 15. So many beautiful birding
places: lakes, beaches, marinas, and even a mountain. Fifty
fascinating species last August. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181; Virginia Clark 360.435.3750

Sunday, August 31 Washington Park Arboretum
Meet at 7 a.m. behind Everett Mall, next to the transit

center by LA Fitness (IS exit 189, Everett Mall Way]. We'll
explore the Washington Park Arboretum at the UW.

Trip leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Sunday, October 5 Pt. Defiance Park, Tacoma

More details to come in future issues of the Profile and on
www.pilchuckaudubon.org.

Trip leader: Ionathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Sunday, November 2 Larabee Park, Bellingham

More details to come in future issues of the Profile and on
www.pitchuckaudubon.org.

Trip leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244 7633

Notice to feld irip participants: Field trips are apen to members and non-members
aiike. No ndvance notice required wifless otherwise stated in the rip description. Trips
go, roin or shine. However, in case of snow or ice, contact trip leader! Bring a sack
lunch, beverage, binocuiars, seape and field guide if you have them. If not, weT! share,
Please, no perfume or cologne. Be prepared to share gas money with carpool drivers.
Pets, sver leashed, are prohibited on field trips. Pleass ieave them at home.

Birdathon s 18 over. 1T's 100 early Ior nal reswits,

but it's not too early to thank the merchants who
donated prizes for participants. Please support and
thank Albertson’s of Mukilteo, Fred Meyer of Everett,
QFC of Mukilteo, Top Foods of Everett, Wild Bird Nest of
Lynnwood and the Wild Birds Unlimited Stores in Everett
and Lake Forest Park.

Watch the next issue of the Profile for Birdathon results.
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Congratulations to Eisie Sorgenfrei, longtime member of
Pilchuck Audubon Seciety and persistent and caring steward
of the land and water! She recently received the prestigious
Seattle PI Jefferson Award.

And it is much deserved. Elsie, who has lived in near Lake
Roesiger since 1960, probably knows more than about the
lake than anyone else — its cycle, its fish, its health and

what we need to do to protect it. Her journey started with a
campalgn for low-flew teilets in her neighberhood and her
accomplishments include heing a founding member of Adopt-
A-Stream Foundation, a consistent monitor of the water
quality of Lake Roesiger, the founder of the Lake Roesiger
property owners association, and, well, the list of her
accomplishments goes on and on.

Elsie calls me occasionally to discuss land use issues in the
rural county. With more rural cluster subdivisions near her
home and the threat of a fully contained community on Lake
Roesiger, Elsie is concermed that the lake, the streams and
creeks will become polluted.

At 85, she is still a devoted advocate for the environment. She
just doesn’t give in. Pilchuck Audubon Society is lucky to have
her helping us fight the good fight. She, along with others,

is fighting to eliminate the county’s comprehensive plan
regulations that would allow for fully contained communities
and to reduce the density bonuses allowed in our rural areas,
to prevent them from becoming urban subdivisions.

Fully contained communities: In a recent 5-3 vote, the
county planning cormmission struck dewn a moraterium

on fully contained communities applications requested by
County Council Chair Dave Somers. Three of the planning
commissioners were not present at this hearing, and it takes
six votes of the commissioners to forward a recommendation
to the council. The county council will have a public hearing
on this moratorium ~ although it has not been scheduled yet.

Even so, we have a problem to overcome: the county
executive Is in favor of fully contained communities, so it will
take four votes of the county council to prevent the executive
from vetoing a council action approving a moratorium. In the
last vote, only three county council members voted for the
moratorium, with council member John Koster voting against
and Dave Gossett absent.

Please contact councll members John Kester and Dave
Gossett and let them know you want them to support the
meratorium. Nothing works more effectively than to hear
from their constitzents en masse. They can be contacted by
email at john koster@co.snohomish waus and dave.gossett@
co.snohomishk.wa.us er by phone at 425.388.3494.

Ruaral cluster subdivisions: While we wait for the county
council to schedule a public hearing for the unified
development code {which will deal with changes to the rural
cluster subdivision code) applications for rural clusters are
still being filed. By the time this newslettet is distributed,
the council will conduct a hearing to set Docket XIII. They
will review more than 50 proposals, many of which are for
urban growth area expansions and two for resource land
conversions {from forest and farm land to homes).

Among those, again, is the McNaughton proposal for a rezone
of rural land in the Lake Goodwin area. This proposal asks
that the land - even land cutside the boundaries of land
owned or controlied by the McNaughton Group - be rezoned
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from Rural 5 to Rural 5 Basic. This would allow 100% bonus
density in rural cluster housing developments and possibly
set the stage for even further proposed development.

Needless to say, Pilchuck Audubon Seciety will ask the county
council to drop the McNaughton proposal, as well as all
proposals to expand urban growth areas and resource land
CONVEISions.

Urban residential design standards: We are also waiting
for the county council to schedule public hearings on
changes to the umfied development code. PAS member
Mickie Gunderson has taken a lead role on the tree retention/
replacement codes part of this update.

While Pilchuck Audubon believes the county needs a stand-
alone tree ordinance for protection of large stands of trees -
not only in our urban areas, but our rural areas as well — we
are working with Mickie to encourage the county to adopt
strong protections for large stands of trees and a replacement
schedule so more trees are planted than are taken down.

If you would like more information about trees, please
contact me at KrisZcam@verizon.net and I'll email you the
information.

Just so you know: As most of you know, I work for two
organizations here in Snohomish County: Plichuck Audubon
Society and Puturewise. Part of my job is to inform citizens
of meetings and hearings pertaining to land use and
environmental issues.

You can access a calendar of upcoming meeting dates on
the Futurewise weh site: www.futurewise.org/snochomish,
under calendar. There is a link on the Pilchuck Aundubon
Smart Growth page, as well.

On Monday momings at 8:45, you can hear me talk with
Ed Bremer {on the Morming Shew in KSER 90.7 FM} about
meetings and hearings for the coming week.

And if you should receive a Futurewise Action Alert, please do
what you can to respond. I forward these action alerts to our
PAS members to make it easier for you to veice your opinion
to our elected leaders.

Mention you're a PAS member and
we’ll donate a portion of your purchas
back to Pilchuck Audubon Society.

Three locations to serve you:
Everett Lake Forest Park Monroe !
4821 Evergreen Way 171 Botheil Way NE 19914 SR 2

425-252-2220
Mon-Sat, 10-6
Sun, noon-4

m(wétd Birds nlimited

206-367-1950

Mon-Sat, 10-6
Sun, noon-5

360-863-9173
Mon-5at, 9:30-6
Sun, 11-5













