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Three years ago, when PAS committed to a
demonstration project to preserve the biggest
Osprey nesting population on the west coast, we
understood it was ambitious. And, like all worthy
goals, there would curves in the road to success.

But, being an eternal optimist, [ expected there was no
obstacle we couldn‘t overcome. However, 1 have to admit, the
Everett Port Commission sure made me look at my hole card.

We thought if we had the support of the Commission, its
imprimatur might influence recalcitrant property owners — like
Kimberly Clark - to let us put nesting piles on their property
in the mud flats of Port Gardner Bay.

We put together, I thought, a solid presentation for the com-
missioners. When our time on the agenda came, and as Bill
Lider and I prepared to begin, one commissioner made the
oifhand comment that he thought birdwatchers were little

more than Peeping Toms.

Not a good portend. Half-way through our presentation,
another commissioner said he'd been hindered from develop-
ing a property he owned hecause of the Spotted Owl. He said
a Spotted Owl issue is the last thing the commission cared

to be involved with. Pointing out that preserving the Osprey
nesting population was hardly a Spotted Owl issue because
Ospreys were no longer endangered fell on deaf ears.

Bill and I left with the quiet consolation that there are Osprey
nests currently on port property. When the port gets ready

to develop its new marina, mitigation of the nests will be
required. Whether the Port Commission likes it or not, it

has Ospreys in its future. And, for that matter, the Pilchuck

Audnbon Society.

The Pilchuck Audubon Profile,
official newsletter of Pilchuck

Audubon Society, is published
monthly September-April, and
bi-monthly May-August.

Pilchuck Audubon Society (PAS)
is a grass-roots environmenial
organization with members
throughout Snohomish County

and Camano Island, Washington.

Cur mission is to conserve and
restore natural ecosystems,
focusing on hirds and other
wildlife, for the benefit of the
earth’s biological diversity.

Through education, advocaey,
and community activism, PAS is
committed to bringing people
closer to wildlife in order to
build a deeper understanding
of the powerful links between
healthy ecosystems and human
beings, and to encourage the
involvement of our members

in efforts to protect the habitat
this wildlife depends upon for
survival.

We serve as a local chapter of
the National Audubon Society.
PAS is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt,
non-profit organization incorpo—
rated in the state of Washington.

Newsietter submissions

Submit articles to annette.
colombini@pilchuckaudubon.org
ar mail ta 1429 Avenue D, PMB
198, Snohomish, WA 28230.
Submissicns must be received
by the fifth of the month preced-
ing publication. We reserve the
right to edit,

Monihly mailing party
Newsletter mailing parties

are heid the third Wednesday
of the month. If you'd like to
have some fun with other PAS
members, contact Judy Lawell
at organicjudy@juno.com or
425.353.8150 for more
infarmation.

To contact Pilchuck Audubon
Society, call 425.252.0926.

The Profile is also availahte at
www.pilchuckandubon.org
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Despite the lack of support from the Commission, the Tulalip
Tribes came to the project’s rescue. The tribe was happy to
have nesting piles placed on its Port Gardner Bay property.

Then we ran into the second obstacle. We had a budget of
$40,000 to drive the piles and had almost all the funding in
hand. Unfortunately, the minimum bid was for $75,000. A
project killer, unless a White Knight could be found.

Ed Rubatino had been allowing PAS to store the pilings on
his Shadow Development property on the Snohomish River.
But, as the grass grew tall around the piles, his patience grew
shorter. He had been more than generous and we couldn’t
continue to impose on his good will forever.

Meanwhile, grass wasn't growing under Lider's feet. He be-
gan a quiet campaign to convince the DNR that the Osprey
project would be a public relations boon. The DNR was
charged with removing the creosote laden piles, so why not
put our nesting piles in place at the same time, garnering fa-
vorable publicity?

At first, DNR was cool to the idea. But, through Bill's persis-
tence, he found an advocate in a White Lady (female equiva-
lent of a White Knight], Lisa Kaufman, manager of the project
to remove the creosote piles. Over time, Lisa warmed to Bill's
entreaties and was able to find funding to place the piles dur-
ing this winter's fish window.

It's not a done deal yet, and there still may yet be a curve or
two in the road to success, but 'm happy to report the Osprey
Project is no longer DOA.

Peeping Toms, indeed!
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The Department of Natural Resources is planning a clearcut
of an area in Verlot, commonly known as the Robe Bog. It

is located just north of the South Fork of the Stillaguamish
River below Mt. Pilchuck. DNR has owned this large parcel of
land - roughly 300 acres - just north of the Mountain Loop
Highway for many years.

The Robe Bog is an area of intermixed forest and large wet-
lands. It was last logged 80 years ago, long before the DNR

was created. So, today, the trees there range from nearly 80
to 120 years of age, with some more than 3 feet in diameter.

Members of the Department of Ecology were shown the land
about 10 years ago and stated, *This is exactly the kind of
land we'd Jove to preserve, because of the wetlands and the
forest, which is starting to take on characteristics of an old-
growth forest.”

DNR now has plans to start logging this parcel, beginning
with a 22.5-acre clearcut in the northeast corner. That land
can — and should — be the heart of a wildlife rehabilitation
plan, and should remain untouched forever.

All the land around it on the nerth, west and east is now
owned by DNR, as well, the result of a land swap with
Trillium, Corp., a timber company based in Bellingham. {DNR's
newly acquired lands have all been recently logged.)

In the future, DNR ¢an log the thousands of acres surrounding
the Robe Bog parcel, while leaving wide untouched corridors
along all existing streams to link the Green Mountain Ridge to
the north with Mt. Pilchuck to the south, with the South Fork

of the Stillaguamish River running down the middle between
them as future wildlife corridors.

Dy Jonainai Sepaugn

Our group, which this month included PAS VP Susie Schaefer,
met at the arboretum visiter center. Our walk was nearly

flat and not long, but we took our time so we could read the
names of many of the plants. Near the

beginning of the walk, we spotted two

Anna’s Humminghirds fighting over

nectar in the Pollination Garden.

One of the most interesting things

we saw was the Mountain Ash gar-
den. There grew scores of species of
Mountain Ash trees and bushes of ge-
nus Sorbus. Each had different leaves,
berries [not always orange} and sizes.
Since many of the Mountain Ashes
were in fruit, we saw robins. From un-
der one particularly large Mountain Ash
tree, we heard the sound of hail falling
on its jeaves. But, it was actually the
tree dropping its berries. Amazing!

As we were winding our way along

the path, a gentleman appreached our

group. And, noticing our binoculars, he asked, "Do you want
to see a Barred Owl?”

He led us to the owl on side trial. It was awake and in plain
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Marbled Murrelets, in particular, would benefit from a return
of some of their devastated habitat. There are numerous trees
within the Robe Bog parcel that are perfect murrelet nest-
ing habitat. But, DNR has created a set of criteria for murrelet
habitat that would be nearly impossible to meet, except in a
truly ancient forest.

There must be two trees per acre over a close-knit area cov-
ering 5 acres (i.e., 10 such trees in a small 5-acre parcel} that
have nesting “platforms” — either 7-foot-wide branches or an
L-shaped crook in the tree itself, must be 50 feet above the
ground, with additional branches above that. This tough cri-
teria might actually be met within portions of this parcel.

We're asking Pilchuck Audubon members to write to the DNR,
protesting the so-called *Turlo Tie Timber Sale,” the first of
several major clearcuts — called “regeneration cuts” by the
DNR - in the Robe Bog parcel.

Please tell them it's long past time when some of the Iand
and habhitat taken away from the Marbled Munelet (and per-
haps the Northern Spotted Owl, as well) be returned. In a
parcel that has interwoven forests and wetlands, and a forest
with trees more than a century old, anything less would be
exploitation, not stewardship.

Please recommend no tree removal within the Robe Bog par-
cel, long under the control of the DNR. This area would be
far better designated a Natura! Resource Conservation Area
{NRCA), for future old-growth-dependent wildlife habitat.

Please send your letters to Bill Wallace, Region Manager,
Northwest Region, 919 N. Township Street, Sedro Woolley, WA
98284-9345 or via e-mail to bill. wallace@wadnr.gov.

sight on the shady bough of a large conifer. He was well shel-

tered and cbviously not a morning person. The gentleman, a

frequent visitor to the park, told us the owls had successfully
bred in the arboretum this year.

Next, we took the boardwalk across
Foster Island, under SR 520. On Lake
Washington, we saw five Wood Ducks
in eclipse plumage. The ducks were
quite tame and barely even scattered
when swarmed and splashed by ca-
noes. I also saw what we bhelieve was
a Common Tern, a life-list bird for me.

Here's a partial list of the other birds
we heard or saw: a Pied-Billed Grebe,
a pair of Warbling Vireos, 21 Mallards,
a Vaux's Swift, a Downy Woodpecker,
a couple of Northern Flickers, six

Cliff Swallows, three Black~capped
Chickadees, a Chestmut-backed
Chickadee, a Bushtit, Red-Breasted
Nuthatch, a Brown Creeper, a Bewick's
Wren, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, ten American
Robins, Yellow-mumped Warbler, Dark-eyed Junco and two
Song Sparrows.

Harred Uw!, by Paul Knsmm
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With changing seasons, it's usual for local government to get
serious in order to finish up as much as they can before the
year's end. Along with important public hearings on Fully
Contained Communities, Rural Cluster Subdivisions and Urban
Residential Design Standards, please mark your calendars for
the following important events,

Greening Snohomish County and the

Green Everett Renewable Living Fair

Learn what you can do to protect our natural resources on a
local level by attending the Sustainable Development Task
Foree's sustainability conference, renewable living fair and
solar and green home tour.

The sustainability conference, dubbed “Greening Snohomish
County,” is scheduled for October 3 at Snohomish County PUD,
2320 Califormia Street, Everett. It will feature speakers and
sessions covering green remodels, gardening and much more.
The green weekend continues on October 4 with the “Green
Everett” renewable living fair and solar and green home tour.

For more information about these events, call 360.668.5599
or visit www.sustainablesnohomishcounty.org.

Climate change forum October 18

“Climate change: DO take it personally” is a free forum on
Saturday, October 18. The forum, sponsored by the League

of Women Voters, runs from 9 am. to 12:30 p.m. at Edmonds
Community College, Black Box Theater, Mukilteo Building.
Pilchuck Audubon Society and Futurewise will have tables at
the event, which will feature the following speakers:

« Gregg Small, Executive Director of Climate Solutions

« Richard Gammon, Ph.D., UW Dept. of Chemistry and
Oceanography

=+ Janice Adalr, Washington State Department of Ecology

« Aaron Reardon, Snohomish County Executive

Two panels of experts will answer questions. The moderator
will be Liam Moriarty, KPLU Environmental Reporter.

For more information and to register, contact the League of
Women Voters of Snohomish County at 425.334.8922.

Rural lands planning meetings

Snohomish County has launched a project to update its poli-
cies and requlations for managing growth and development
in rural areas. The Rural Lands Planning Project is conducting
a series of public meetings aimed at gathering citizen views
on how county rural lands should look, feel and function.

Please attend and let your voices be heard!

+ Tuesday, September 23, 6:30 p.m., at Pioneer Hall,
20722 67th Ave. NE, Arlington.

 Thursday, September 25, 6:30 p.m., in Public Meeting
Room #1, Robert Drewel Building, Snohomish County
Campus, 3000 Rockefeller, Everett.

Questions to be answered by the planning staff include: What
is the common vision for our rural lands? Is this the vision
supported by our current policies and requlations? What are
the opportunities and process for change?

For more information, call Mary Hurner at 425.388.3258, or
visit the county web site, www.snoco.org, and search by
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“rural lands planning project.” Or, contact the county by
e-mail at Rurall.andsProject@snoce.org.

County task force on climate

The public is invited to attend meetings of the Green Ribbon
Climate Task Force on the fourth Monday of each month, from
1-4 p.m., in the First Floor Conference Room of the County
Admin Building East, 3000 Rockefelter, Everett. The purpose
of the task force is to develop an action pian for adapting to
climate change and to achieve a 20% reduction in green-
house gas emissions county wide by 2020. For more
information, please visit the county’s web site, www.snoco.
org and search by “green ribbon climate task force.”

Community Transit service annexation

Community Transit's new service annexation area measure
will be on the November ballot. The area includes the SR 9
corridor south of the City of Snchomish and the surrounding
rural area in Clearview and Maltby. Additional public work-
shops are planned for the fall, where Commumity Transit's
service plan for the Cathcart/Clearview/Malthy areas will be
discussed and developed.

Please check the event calendar at www.futurewiee.org for
dates and times.

County Unified Development Code Workshops
Snohomish County Planning and Development Service staff
continues its monthly workshops every first Thursday of the
month on the first floor of the County Admin Building at

9 a.m. and again at 6 p.m. for presentations, public comments
and questons on changes to the Unified Development Code.

However, the September 2008 meeting was cancelled. The
next UDC public workshop will be October 2.

County council public hearings

The County Council plans a public hearing on the changes to
the Rural Cluster Subdivision Code on Wednesday, October 1.
The public hearing on Urban Residential Design Standards is
tentatively scheduled for Wednesday. October 15. These hear-
Ings are conducted in the council chambers, on the 8th floor
of the County Admin Building, 3000 Rockefeller, Everett.

Meetings and hearings are webcasted and archived online.
Visit wwr.snoco.org and click on *Council Webcasts.”

Support local farmers

Please remember to support your local farmers by shopping at
the many farmers markets throughout Snohomish County:

Bothell: 238th and Bothell-Everett Highway {SR 527|, Fridays
through September 26, neoon to 6 p.m.

Edmonds; 5th Avenue North and Bell Street, Saturdays
through October 24, 8 a.m. to 3 p.un.

Everett: 1600 West Marine Drive and 16th Street, Sundays
through September 28, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monroe: 200 Block East on Main Street in back parking lot,
Tuesdays through September, 2 to 7 p.m.

Mukilteo: Rosehill Community Center at 3rd and Lincoln
Streets, Wednesdays through September 24, 3 to 7 p.m.

Snohomish: Carnegie Parking Lot on Cedar between 1st and
Pear] Streets, Thursdays through September 25, 3 to 8 p.m.









