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Opus, by Berkeley Breathed, can be found
in the comic pages of the Sunday Herald.
More political cartoon than the usual funnies,
Breathed often cuts to the issues of the day.

One recent Sunday Opus was titled, “Achieving the rare
and final stage of oil grief: #6 smug satisfaction.” In the
background is the wall of a house with Mitsubishi 185~
watt solar panels visible on the roof edge. Also visible is
an SMA 5000-watt inverter connected by extension cord
to a speedy — but bug-like - plug-in hybrid car with the

caption “cost of fill-up: $0.”

Three posters are taped to the wall of the house. One is
a picture of a Saudi prince wearing dark glasses and a

bumoose.

A second is a picture of the contented fat cat CEQ under
the Exxon banner. The third is a picture of a U.S. vice
president. Opus and two his fellow cartoon characters,
facing forward, bent over at the waist, pants at half mast

are mooning the posters.

When I saw this Opus cartoon on a recent Sunday, 1 was

reminded of something I wrote in my journal on an early

November morning in 1973. We were living in San Diego.
It was the height of the Arab oil embargo.

Gasoline was being rationed. The last number of your car's
license plate determined the day you could buy gas. It was
5 a.m. I was in a long line of cars waiting to fill up.
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While I waited for my turn at the gas pump, I wrote the
following in my journal:

*Maltz wrote that a crisis is an opporfunity. That’s why the
Arab oil embargo tickies me pink. Sure we're going to be
squeezed and pushed around for a while. No nation before
or since can match American ingenuity. In short order,
we'Te going to develop new methods of producing energy.
New sources of energy and the methods to attain them will
be very marketable to Europe and fapan. It will change
our halance of payments to a plus and we'll regain our
status as a world economic power threatened by no one.”

The flaw in my thinking, 35 years ago, was the failure to
realize the oil embargo was being politically manipulated,
and as soon as OPEC got the price it wanted, the embargo
would end and Americans would adjust to paying a $1.50
a gallon for gasoline.

Today’'s high fuel costs are not politically motivated. China
and India will pay any price for oil to support their surging
economies. High gas prices aren’t going away, creating a
window of opportunity for 35 years of improvements in
alternative energy.

An alternative energy boom could be even bigger than the
information boom and the U.S. has a role to play. We need
1o encourage alternatives by taxing carbon (even if China
and India won't) and removing subsidies that favor fossil
fuels competition should do the rest.
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Sunday, August 31 Wash, Park Arboretum, Seattle
Meet at 7 a.m. behind Everett Mall, next to the transit center
by LA Fitness (I5 exit 189, Everett Mall Way]. We'll park at the
arboretum visitor center near the bottom of the hill and work
our way up. At the top, we can decide if we want to visit the
Japanese Garden, which costs $5 {scholarships available).
Back at the bottom, we’ll take the Foster Island boardwalk
under SR 520. All day. Carpooling encouraged. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Tuesday, Sept. 2 Samish Flats, Samish Island
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {IS exit 200). Patk away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to 15. Let's look for waterfow!],
seabirds, shorebirds and raptors befere hunting season begins
in this world-reknown birding locale. Bring a lunch.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

Tuesday, September 9 Point No Point

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Edmonds Marsh (south of West
Dayton St., turn left just before the railroad tracks). We'll take
the ferry to Kingston and bird the voyage, the docks, Point No
Point and Poulweather Bluff. Always lots of surprises, both in
the air and on the water. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750; Art Wait, 360.563.0181

Tue., Sept. 16 Portage Creek to Lake Cavanaugh, Big Lake
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I5 exit 200}. Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I5. Virginia is going to show
us her stomping grounds, including her feeders. No need to
pack a lunch; she will feed us at her place.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

By Jonathan Blubough

The Pilchuck Audubon Society’s Weekend
Bird Hike program resumed on July 20 with
a trip to Mt. Rainier.

We planned to take the Alta Vista loop trail
out of Paradise. Nearly two months ago, 1
was told the snow was always gone from
the trails around Paradise by mid-Tuly.

With this year's snowpack at 115% of nor-
mal, the trails were still snowed in. Since
it's billed as a Weekend Bird Hike, rather
than Weekend Snowshoeing, we went for
our walk at Longmire and on the Van Trump
Creek trail above Christine Falis instead.

Plan B turned out to be a home run. The
path at Longmire is a self-gquided nature
trail around the historic Longmire meadow.
It was about a three-quarter mile loop. In the sunshine, we
were fascinated to view the bubbling mineral springs, and
were relaxed and refresbed amongst the towering conifers.

Anmanyre Yogwood, by teny Mghtingale

Tuesday, September 23 Boundary Bay, BC
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville (IS exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I8. Bring your passport

or driver's license and original birth certificate. This area

has always been exeiting; plus visiting OWL {Orphaned
Wildlife Rehabilitation Society) greatly furthers one’s raptor
knowledge. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750; Art Wait, 360.563.0181

Tuesday, September 30 Camano Island

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I5 exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Bivd. and next to I5. We will bird Eide Road,
English Boom, Iverson Spit, Triangle Cove and points
in-between and elsewhere. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

Sunday, October 5 Pt. Defiance Park, Tacoma
Meet at 7 a.m. behind Everett Mall, next to the transit centey
by LA Fitness {I5 exit 189, Everett Mall Way]. We'll try the
S-mile outer loop trail. Last year's trip flopped due to rain. All
day. Carpooling encouraged. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Sunday, November Larabee State Park, Bellingham
Meet at 7 a.m. at Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of Marysville
(15 exit 200)}. Park away from store, to the east, near Quilceda
Bivd. and next to I5.

Leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Notice to field trip participants: Field trips are open to members and nan-members alike.
No advance notice retqiired unless otherwise stated in the trip descriptinn. Trips go, Xain of
shine. However, in case of snow af ice, contact trip leader! Bring a sack nmch, beverage,
biroculars, scope and fisld guide if you have them, If not, we'll share. Plenss, po parfume or
cologne. Be prepered to shaze gas maney with carpanl drivers, Dets, even leashed, are pro-
hibited an field trips. Please leave them af home.

Afterwards, we drove up to the Christine
Falls turnout on the road to Paradise. There,
we tackled the Van Trump Creek Trail, a
1.8 mile {mostly snow-free) trail to a mod-
est waterfall. The group wanted to get a
least a little hiking in, so we tried it.

We were glad we did. At approximately the
1.8 mile point, there is a spectacular, clas-
sic waterfall. There were many gorgeous
wildflowers, among them Solomon’s Seal,
False Solomon’s Seal, Creeping Blackberry,
Miniature Dogwood, Avalanche Lily, Yellow
Violet, Salmonberry, and Trillium.

Part way up the trail, we came across the
site of an avalanche. Numerous large trees
had been mowed down. Workers had just
finished cutting up the logs that blocked the trail. There was
a good-sized heap of, by then, rapidly melting snow over the
trail. It was the only remaining substantial snow that low, We

{See “Monnt Rainier” on page 8)
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By Jan van Niel, Conservation Committee Co-chair

In late Iuly, the conservation chairs of Washington Audubon
chapters agreed to two resolutions at their quarterly meeting.
The first encouraged further scientific smdy of the Northern
Spotted Owl (NSO} to clearly establish what they need for a
healthy habitat. Over the years, the population has decreased
rapidly, an indication that current efforts are not adequate.

In addition, more information is needed on the interactions
between the NSO and the increasingly-abundant Barred Owl
to decide between conflicting ideas about the effect of the
Barred Owl on NSO numbers.

The second resolution concerned the 1.8, Forest Service

road along the Dosewallips River on the Olympic Peninsula.

In 2002, 500 feet of road against a steep bank of poorly
compacted sediments washed out. The next year, a smaller
washout occurred further upstream. Now, the forest service
and the highway administration want to rebuild the road.
Their plan calls for rerouting the road up a steep embankment
and through old growth forest. The resohution asks that
alternative plans — including abandoning the road and
converting it to a hiking and horse trail — be adopted. Some of
the money saved could be used to build a new campground
below the washout to replace some of the lost campsites.

Nina Carter, Executive Director of Washington State Audubon,
reported that 73 Important Bird Areas have now been
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protect it and make your opinions known to the Department
of Natural Resources by completing an online survey. The
purpose of the survey is to determine how recreational users
currently use the forest and gather suggestions for improving
recreation and public access.

Reiter is a 10,000-acre state forest which stretches from Gold
Bar to Indez, north of the Stevens Pass Highway. It borders
the new Wild Sky Wilderness. There are miles of old logging
rail grades similar to those found on Tiger Mountain. Like
Tiger Mountain, this area is close to populated areas and is
low in elevation, which enables year-round recreation.

Unlike Tiger Mountain, the Reiter Foothills area is being over
used by motorized vehicles. The increased use of motorcycles,
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Migratory shorebirds have begun to arrive during their south-
ward journey and volunteers are back out there counting. By

mid-September, we should know how the fall numbers com-

pare with those gathered during the spring migration.

The fall shorebird survey is scheduled to end in late August.
But, depending on counts and volunteer feedback, it could he
extended into September.

After we decided to survey locations at the south end of
Skagit Bay, we contacted our friends at Skagit Auditbon.
Several volunteers from Skagit Audubon vohinteered to count,
as well as folks from Seattle. And, of course, our fabulous

FUCRUCK AUQUDCI FTONIE, sSeplember AUUG, rage 4

identified within the state. These cover about & million acres
or about 13% of the area in the state.

Initiative 985: This is Tim Eyman'’s latest initiative to
"Decrease Traffic Congestion.” It would transfer $127 million
from the state's general fund to a special fund “to improve
traffic flow.” Among its other measures, it would open the
HOV lanes to all vehicles except for a three-hour period
mornings and afternoons. It would provide funds to require
traffic lights to be coordinated along major corridors {not

a bad idea). However, it would also require that any tolls
collected by the state must be dedicated to roads. It would no
longer be possible to use any such dolars for transit or any
other alternatives. This approach has always led to just more
traffic congestion, not less.

The next meeting of the state conservation chairs will be

on October 11 in conjunction with the annual fall Audubon
Council of Washington meeting in Long Beach. These council
meetings are open to any Audubon member and are both
informative and great fun.

B.S. Our chapter {yes, Pilchuck Aundubon) will host the council
meeting in the fall of 20081 We will need lots of help from our
members to keep from disgracing ourselves, Stay tuned.

yuays, ana IoUr-wieelers Nas lea o environmental aamage in
many portions of the forest.

The DNR has formed a commitiee to compose a management
plan for the Reiter forest. The committee was heavily
dominated by motorized users, with the hiking/environmental
community receiving only one seat.

With the online survey, the DNR hopes to get input from the
larger community. Please take a few minutes to fill out the
suxvey and help protect this important state forest.

To access the survey, type this URL into your browser:
www.dnr.wa gov/RecreationEducation/Events/Pages/amp_
rec_reiter_foothills_recteation_survey.aspx. The online survey
will be available until September 1.

Pilchuck volunteers were eager to sign up again, as well.

During the next four months, stakeholders — people with an
interest in Port Susan Bay, like landowners, public servants
or employees of agencies and organizations around the bay —
will be contacted to discuss results and strategies.

If you are interested in joining Friends of Port Susan Bay. a
group that will concentrate efforts on ways to maintain the
bird habitat around Port Susan Bay, please contact me at
colleen.weber@ pilchuckaudubon.org or 425.210.5626. I look
forward to your help in achieving our very worthwhile goals.
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Starlings, 5 Barn Swallows,

4 American Goldfinches, 4 Mourning
Doves, 2 Purple Finches, an Evening
Grosbeak, a Red-breasted Sapsucker
and a Browm~headed Cowbird for a
total species count of 27.

Julie O'Donald’s report from Brier
listed quite few interesting species for
June. Her report included a Western
Screech Owl, 2 Willow Flycatcher, a
Wilson’s Warbler, a Winter Wren, a
Pacific-slope Flycatcher, an Olive-
sided Flycatcher, 4 Violet-green
Swallows, a Swainson’s Thrush and
6 Band-tailed Pigeons for a total
species count of 30. July’'s report
brought 2 Anna‘’s Hnmmingbirds,

2 Bald Eagles, 6 Barn Swallows,

12 Bushtits, 2 Cedar Waxwings, 2
Golden-crowned Kinglets, 2 Red-
breasted Nuthatches and 2 Rufous
Hummingbirds for a total of 28
species.

From Stanwood, Mary Sinker
reported 11 Barn Swallows and
7 Tree Swallows in her yard in
June along with an amazing 17
American Goldfinches and 12
Black-capped Chickadees. She
also saw 2 Great Hormed Owls, 2
Killdeer, 9 Rufous Hummingbirds, 12 Steller's Jays and 11
Mourning Doves, for a total of 34 species. July's total species
count of 31 included 6 Bald Eagles (4 juveniles), 6 Black~
headed Grosbeaks, 2 Cedar Waxwings, 11 House Finches, a
Northern Harrier, 2 Red-tailed Hawks, a Wilson’s Warbler
and 8 Chestut-backed Chickadees.

Also reporting from Stanwood, Dick Vanderoff listed 33
species in June that included 14 Evening Grosheaks,

14 swallows fiying over, 10 Steller's Jays, 4 Ring-billed
Gullg, 12 Pied-billed Grebes, 2 Great Blue Herons and 15
Brandt's Cormorants at Kayak Point Beach, 10 Bonaparte's
Gulls and 12+ Marbled Murrelets along Port Susan Bay.

{continued from page 3)
lingered briefly to take in all the awesome details.

Further up the trail, we began finding increasing numbers

of flowers and taking pictures. There was one steep, rocky
stretch out of the shade that got a bit hot. So I filled oy water
bottle out of a brook of fresh Cascade snowmelt.

Near the top, the winter storms had washed out a footbridge.
Workers had just finished fashioning a new one out of a
rough-hewn log (probably one salvaged from an avalanche).
From there on, it was a short distance though biessed shade
to great views of the upper falls.

Here's a partial list of the birds we saw: an Osprey, a Red-
Tailed Hawk, 6 Rock Pigeons, a Band-Tailed Pigeon, Northern
Flicker, 3 Gray Jays (at their natural habitat: a picnic table},

FHCTIUCK AUJQuDOrt Frome, cepleimnber <Uus, rage o

Pied-hilled Grebe, by Marty DeAngelo

Osprey lemale with chicks, by Annette Colombini

July’s report included 8 Killdeer, 12
Gadwalls, 3 Sooty Terns, 9 Northern
Shovelers, 3 Marsh Wrens, 6
American Goldfinches and 6 Black-
capped Chickadees for a total species
count of 30.

Darlene Walker saw a White-breasted
Nuthatch at her Camano Island home
in June. She also reported a Marsh
Hawk, 4 Purple Finches, 6 Black-
capped Chickadees, 12 Violet-green
Swallows, 4 Barn Swallows, 4 White-
crowned Sparrows, 4 Red-breasted
Nuthatches and a Swaingon‘s Thrush
for a total of 34 species. She
reported 20 American Goldfinches
in July, along with 8 Black-headed
Grosbeaks, 10 Mourning Doves,
8 Fox Sparrows, a Cedar
Waxwing, 2 Golden-crowned
Sparrows, 3 Northern Flickers
and 3 Rufous Hummingbirds for a
total species count of 21.

June was a pretty busy month
around my yard with a total
species count of 31. My report
includes 5 American Goldfinches,
13 Black-headed Grosheaks, 5
Brown-headed Cowbirds, 6 Tree
Swallows, 2 Pileated Woodpeckers eating suet, 13 House
Finches, 5 Red-breasted Nuthatches (2 adults, 3 juveniles},
4 Pine Siskins and a Cooper's Hawk. July was a little (uieter
with 25 species that included 2 beautiful Western Tanagers,
2 Common Ravens, 6 American Rohins, 4 Black-capped
Chickadees, 5 Northern Flickers, 4 Steller's Jays, 3 Hairy
Woodpeckers and 4 California Quail.

Gwen Anderson reported an Osprey pair and two chicks in a
nest on a floodlight at the Meadowdale Athletic Complex.

If you are interested in adding to Birding Highlights or would
like additional information included in the report, please
contact me at 425-750-8125 or pricemara@clearwire.net

2 Steller's Jays, 30+ crows, 6 Ravens, 3 Violet-green
Swallows, 2 Cliff Swallows, 3 Barn Swallows, 2 Vaux's Swifts,
a Mountain Chickadee, 2 Winter Wrens, 3 American Robins, a
Varied Thrush, a Western Tanager, a Spotted Towhes, 4 Dark-
eyed Juncos, a Red-winged Blackbird and 5 Pine Siskins.

The mammals we saw: two Black-tailed Deer, a Pika and a
Hoary Marmot sunning himself on a rock.

One of the Ravens we saw had a fairly large bone (possibly
from a deer} and was offering it to one of the other Ravens.
We thought perhaps this was a courting behavior. The

bird being courted seemed uninterested. It was if she said,
“Nevermore,” and flew off.






