


President’s message

By Mike Blackbird, President, Pilchuck Audubon Society

On Father's Day, I planted flowers in a back~
yard flowerbed. It was a bit of a mindless
chore, since I was thinking about my retire-
ment date 10 days hence. [ was preoccupied
with all the loose ends that needed to be tied
up before leaving my company, as well as all the tasks
necessary to make a smooth transition into retirement.

While contemplating all this, I caught a slight movement in
the corner of my eye. Turning, [ saw — blundering toward
me out of the native growth of my yard — a bit of erratic
nervous energy, a Trowbridge's Shrew. I watched this
weak-eyed Mr. McGoo work his way in my direction, start-
ing and stopping, searching for tasty bits, until he bumped

into my shoe.

He paused, peered at the size 11 before him with weak,
uncomprehending eyes, shrugged his shoulders, turned
around scurried back the way he'd come.

Watching Mr. Shrew rush ahout like Alice’s white rabbit —
late for an important date ~ I wondered: Does he sumn up

my working life?

It cailed to mind something Annje Dillard wrote in Pilgrim
art Tinker Creek, that life is a stroll or a forced march.

Is that how I would sum up my working life, a forced
march? I was close to concluding a long career as a sales-
man and a sales manager. You come to terms eaily that, in
sales, you're only as good as your next sale. The plaques
on my office wall iluminating a successful sales career are

ancient history.

About Pilchuck Audubon Society

The Pilchuck Audubon Profile,
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the National Audubon Society.
PAS is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt,
non-profit organization incorpo-
rated in the state of Washington.

Newsletter submissions
Submit articles to annette.
colombini@pilchuckaudubon.org
or mail to 1429 Avenue D, PMB
198, Snohomish, WA 98290,
Submissions must be received
by the fifth of the month preced-
ing publication. We reserve the
right to edit.

Monihly mailing party
Newsletter mailing parties

are held the third Wednesday
of the month. If you'd like to
bave some fun with other PAS
members, contact Judy Lowell
at organicjudy @junoc.com or
425.353.8150 for more
information.

To contact Pilchuck Audubon
Society, call 425,252,0926.

The Profile is also available at
www.pilchuckaudubon.org

*What have you done lately?” is the operative phrase in
the sales business.

I have always endeavored to balance my life. I have never
wanted my sales career to define me. But, when I stop

to think about it, everything I ever cared about involves
salesmanship.

Pilchuck Audubon Society is a good example. Joining with
two Save Our Swifts commitiee members in a meeting
with Representative Hans Dunshee, House capital budget
chairman, to convince him of the importance of funding
for the seismic stabilization of the chimney at the Frank
Wagner School assuring student safety was salesmanship.
Writing an appeal letter to PAS membership asking for
donations to support PAS initiatives is a sales pitch.

Perhaps selling does define me, but with a different title,
No longer am I a regional sales manager for a large health
care company named after a bird. As president of Pilchuck
Auduhon Society, perhaps I should admit I'm a sales~

man for the champion for the environment in Snchomish
County.

After all, an advocate is just a salesman by another name.

This time, though, it will be no forced march. As Mr. Shrew
disappeared into the foliage, I put aside my trowel and
strolled over to the rose arhor for a sniff.
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Make a difference: renew PAS membership

By Kathleen Snyder, Secretary, Pilchuck Audubon Socicty

Pilchuck Audubon is embarking on its first membership re-
newal drive, which is necessary, in part, because our relation-
ship with the National Audubon Society {NAS) has changed. In
the past, membership dues sent to NAS included a subscrip-
tion to Audubon magazine and PAS membership. A small part
of those monies was sent back to PAS.

Due to budget cuts, NAS no longer sends PAS any portion

of those dues. In addition, NAS has stopped funding state
Audubon offices. The Washington office is struggling to sur-
vive. The loss of funds and the downsizing of the state
office are difficult for local chapters to absorb.

Thanks to new software and the dedication of lleen Weber
and Judy Lowell, we can more accurately irack the member-
ship status of cwrrent and lapsed members. Lapsed members

may have received a letter with a reminder to renew. Many
members may be unaware their membership has expired.

We don’t want to discourage your NAS renewal. We want to
encourage suppott of the local chapter by renewing directly
with PAS. For only $25 a year, you're connected with a dy-
namic group of conservationists and birders who make a real
difference in preserving wildlife habitat in Snohomish County.

Membership also includes 10 issues of the Profile newsletter,
field trip opportunities and representation of conservation val-
ues in local politics by Smart Growth Director, Kristin Kelly.

If you've received a letter from PAS asking for your renewal,
please send in your check. Additional donations will be en-
thusiastically accepted.

Upcoming regional festivals and events

Feast with Friends
Thursday, August 27 Snohomish

The annual Feast with Friends fundraiser, featuring delicious
food from local farms, is scheduled for Thursday, August 27,
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at the Angel Arms Works, 230 Avenue
B, Snchomish. Eight local chefs, using products from local farm-
ers, will create yurnmy food for you to enjoy. Proceeds benefit
Pilchuck Audubon’s Smart Growth Program and Futurewise.

For more information, contact Kristy Kelly at kristin@futurewise.
org or visit www.futurewise.org/snohomish to register online.

Swifts Night Out 2009
Saturday, September 12 Monroe

Join us for the second annual Swifts Night Qut to celebrate the
Vaux’'s Swifts migration through Monroe on Saturday, Sept.
12, at Frank Wagner School, 639 W. Main Street, Monroe.

Festivities begin on the lawn at 5 p.m. with educational
booths. A program by local swift expert Larry Schwitters will
take place in the school auditorium at 6 p.m. Afterward, take
your place on the lawn to watch thousands of swifts descend
into the chimney. Docents will be on hand to answer ques—
tions about the swift project and the swifts.

Last year, 800 people gathered to watch these amazing little
birds. So, bring your blanket and picnic and expect a crowd!

For more information, visit www.pilchuckaudubon.org.

Puget Sound Bird Fest
September 11-13 Edmonds

The spotlight is on birds at Puget Sound Bird Fest in Edmonds,
September 11-13. The event starts Friday evening with an
opening reception and keynote speaker in the Edmonds FPlaza
Room, 650 Main Sireet.

On Saturday enjoy exhibits, lectures, a birders” marketplace
and children’s activities. There will be guided walks and field
trips, including a birding cruise Saturday morning and an eve-
ning bus trip to Monroe to see thousands of Vaux's Swifts. The
featured activity on Sunday will be the self-quided backyard
wildlife habitat tours.

For more information, visit www.pugetsoundbirdfest.org.

Livable Snohomish County Summit
Saturday, October 10 Everett

You are invited to the second Livable Snohomish County
Summit and County Council Candidate Debate on Saturday,
October 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the PUD Building, 2320
California Street, Everett. The theme is "Climate change and
land use: planning for a livable Snohomish County.”

Speakers will address climate change as it relates to urban
planning, transportation and water quality. The aftermoon
session will feature a debate amang the six candidates vying
for three county council positions.

And, during the lunch, we’ll have facilitated discussions,
informational tables and networking.

This is a free event — and includes a free lunch - but space is
limited. Reservations are required. Contact Kristy Kelly at
kristin@futurewise.org or call 425.923.8625.

BirdFest and Bluegrass 2009
October 10-11 Ridgefield, Washington

Come to the Ridgefield National Wildlife refuge, 25 minutes
north of Portland and take an Audubon-led bird and plant
tour. Learn about Bald Eagies. Reserve a spot on a tour to
view Sandhill Cranes. Shop at a birders” marketplace. Visit

a replica plankhouse and see how Native Americans lived.
Sample salmon at a salmon bake. Listen to Bluegrass music all
day Saturday, or come to jam in a workshop.

For more info, visit www.ridgefieldfiiends.com.

PAS board meetings

The Pilchuck Audubon Board meets on the first Tuesday
of each month, at the Sno-Isle Natural Foods Coop
meeting room {2804 Grand Ave., Everett), beginning at
6 p.m. All are welcome fo attend to learn more about
the chapter’s goals and priorities. For more information,
contact Kathleen Snyder at 425.438.1505.
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Smart Growth report

By Kristin Kelly, Smart Growth Director

Fully Contained Comununities

And the beat goes on ... thanks to all the Pilchuck Audubon
Society members and others in Snohomish County who took
the time to write an e-mail, send a letter, or came to the
hearing and testified regarding new cities in our nural lands
and on our resource lands. To date, the City Council has
received more than 300 emaiis asking to repeal Fully
Contained Communities from the comprehensive plan.

We have no idea if there is a majority on the council to repeal
FCC policies and regutations. At a minimum, we are asking
that the Council amend the FCC regqulations in order to
ensure any new city will not further burden taxpayers or fur-
ther harm our water and air quality and wildlife habitat.

Council member Dave Gossett has proposed a set of amend-
ments to the amendments, and other council members may
also be submitting amendments for consideration.

Therefore, the County Council has scheduled another pub-

lic hearing at 3 p.m. on Monday, August 10, in the Council’s
chambers, Eighth Floor of the County Administration Building,
3000 Rockefeller Street, to take public comments ONLY on the
FCC amendments. That hearing also will include more public
comment on amendments being proposed by the council to
the Urban Centers ordinance, and comments on the Docket
XIII proposal for Pacific Ridge Homes.

Then council will begin deliberations on ali the FCC
ordinances and Docket XIiI ordinances at 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 12 in their chambers.

For more information on the proposed amendments, please
visit the council’s calendar at wwwl.co.spohomish.wa.us/
departments/council.

Feast with Friends fundraiser

Bon appetit! The preparations for our annual Feast with
Friends fundraiser, scheduled for August 27, are coming along
well. So far, we have 24 sponsors, eight local chefs, 11 food
producers and three wineries working to make this a fantasti-
cally delicious evening.

Sponsors include Steve Aslanian, Bruce Barnbaum, Kathy and
John Dewhirst, Rep. Hans Dunshee, John First, County Council
Member Dave Gossett, Ellen Gray, Mickie Gundersen, Ellen
Hiatt Watson, Mark Hinchen, Fire Commissioner Mark Hintz,
Cindy Howard, Candace McKenna, Julie and Karim Meghji,
Kristin Petereit, Dave Ridgeway, Leon Sams, County Council
Member Dave Somets, Valerie Steel of Greening Properties,
Sonia Thompson, Lynnwood City Council Member Lisa Utter,
Daryl Williams and Chuck Woods.

Local food producers and farmers donating their harvests in-
clude Alden Farms, Craven Farm, Bailey's Vegetables, Garden
Treasures, Rents Due Ranch, Carleton Farms, Barbara Judd,
Marshiand Produce Market, Werkhoven Dairy Farm/Darigold,
National Food Corporation and Taylor Shellfish Farms.

Local wineries donating their wares include DiStefano Cellars,
Brian Carter Cellars and Griffins Crossing Winery.

Everyone is invited! Please RSVP to me at kristin@futurewise.
org or call at 425.923.8625. Or, register and play online by
following the links at www.futurewise.org/snohomish. Be

sure to sign up for the Snohomish Feast with Friends, as
there are other feasts in Seattle and Spokane. And, spread the
word about this fun and delicious eventl

Livable Snohomish County Summit and
County Council Candidate Debate

I hear, and I forget. I see, and I remember. I do, and I under-
stand. - Chinese Proverb

You are invited — and space is limited — to the second Livable
Snohomish County Summit and County Council Candidate
Debate on Saturday, October 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the
PUD Building, 2320 California Street, Everett.

The theme is “Climate change and land use: planning for a
livable Snohomish County.” Speakers will address climate
change as it relates to urban planning, transportation and
water quality. This is a FREE event, including a FREE lunch.

The afternoon session will feature a debate among the six
candidates vying for three county council positions. And, dur-
ing the lunch, we'll have facilitated discussions, informational
tables and networking.

Make your reservation today. Contact me at kristin@future-
wise.org or call 425.923.8625. Interested in hosting an infor-
mational table? Please let me know as soon as possible. There
are only 50 spots available.

The Livable Snohomish County Coalition web site will be
active in August. Watch for more details in the next issue of
the Profile.

For up-to-date info on weekly meeting and hearings, visit my
web site www.futurewise.org/snohomish and click on
calendar. Or listen each Monday morning at 8:45 a.m. on
KSER 90.7-FM when I talk with Ed Bremer.

Swift counter and docent
trainin_, Augu.t 20

Audubon members and friends are invited to join a team
of enthusiastic and fun-loving citizen scientists as coun-
ters and docents during the Vaux’s Swifts fall migra-
tion through Monroe. There's never a dull moment, Last
year, there were big crowds almost every night during
September and early October at Frank Wagner School.

Docent and counter training is scheduled for Thursday,
August 20, at the school {located at 639 W. Main Street
in Monroe}. We'll be set up at the tables behind the
school — or in the library if it rains. After the train-

ing, we'll ask people to sign up to fill the late August,
September and October schedule.

Training is for experienced and new counters and
docents. We need many volunteers for full coverage.

For more information, contact Susie Schaefer at susie.
schaefer@pilchuckaudubon.org or 425.771.8165.
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