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President’s message

By Mike Blackbird, President. Pilchuck Audubon Society

One of my favorite birding trips with Pilchuck's
Tuesday birders is the winter trip to the
Olympic Peninsula and Port Townsend to see lots
of over-wintering seabirds.

One of the birding stops is at Fort Flagler on
Marrowstone Island. Fort Flagler is one of three forts built in
the 18th century to protect the entrance to Puget Scund from
hostile navies. The other two forts are Fort Worden near Port
Townsend and Fort Casey on Whidbey Island.

Driving into Fort Flagler State Park, I'm reminded that the
army’s mission is based on destruction, and yet here is an
example of the army being an inadvertent steward of the

environment.

Essentially, a significant part of the grounds surrounding
these forts remain untouched by a developer’s shovel. They
are as environmentally intact as the day the army sited its
first big gun on Admiralty Bay. In the 1950s, when the three
forts were decommissioned, the land was turned over to the
state and each became a state park.

My first experience with the U.S. military being a fortuitous
steward of the environment was growing up in north Idaho.
Allegedly, on a flight from Washington, D.C., to Seatte,
Eleanor Roosevelt noticed Lake Pend Oreille while over north

Idaho.

Being aware of her husband's search for a secure inland
naval training site, she mentioned it to him. Located at the
southern end of Lake Pend Oreille, Farragut became the
second largest U.S. naval training center during WWIL.
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Eventually, after decommissioning, the federal government
exchanged the 2700-acre base with the state. Today, Farragut
State Park is a jewel in the crown of Idaho's park system.

Fort Lawson, on the then outskirts of Seattle, was built at the
turn of the 20th century - at the insistence of Seattle’s city
fathets — to maintain civil order during a time of social unrest
as America’s working class demanded a piece of the American
dream. When a significant part of the military reservation

was decommissioned in the 1950s, Senator “Scoop” Jackson
stepped in to make sure the end result was Discovery Park.

It's ironic, when you think about it, that, across the nation,
there remain landscapes as they were when the pilgrims
landed at Plymouth Rock because of the benign neglect of our
military establishment.

In no way do 1 diminish a positive role, accidental or not, that
the U.5. military has played in protecting the environment. As
champions for the environment, when it comes to allies, we
take ‘em where we find ‘em.

Please plan to atiend!

Fall ACOW 2009
October 9, 10, 11

Holiday Inn, Everett
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Trip calendar

Check our web site at www.pilchuckaudubon.org for the latest information.

Tuesday, March 3 Snohomish city and outskixts
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Snohomish park and ride, located at the
junction of Highway 9 and Bickford Ave. Enjoyable, local and
relaxed trip. We usually have high species counts and sur-
prises, even delights. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Art Wait, 360.563.0181

Tues., March 10 Johnson-Debay Slough, Clear Lake
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville (I-5, exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I-5. In 2005, we saw four
woodpecker species and both Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned
Hawks. In 2006, Kestrel, Merlin and Red-tailed Hawks. In
2007, we rescued a female Bufflehead caught on old fish line
and watched a Merlin eat its prey. Think swans. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

Tuesday, March 17 North Whidbey Island
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I-5, exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I-5. Highlights of this trip
include beautiful scenery, waterfow], shorebirds and seabirds
- 70 species last year. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Vimginia Clark, 360.435.3750

Tues., March 24 Birch Bay, Semiahmoo, Drayton Harbor
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville (I-5, exit 200}. Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and nexzt to I-5. Expect Harlequin and
Long-tailed ducks, Brant and maybe even a Snow Bunting.
Pack a lunch.

Leader: Wilma Bayes, 360.629.2028

Tuesday, March 31 North Everett to south Marysville
Meet at 8 a.m. at Legion Park off North Marine Drive, Everett.
Explore the north Bverett waterfront and the Snohomish River
Estuary. View Osprey, eagies, hawks, waterfowl, shorebirds
and guils. Sixty species in 2007. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Ar Wait, 360.563.0181

Saturday, March 14 1liahee State Park, Bremerton

Meet at 7 a.m. behind Everett Mall, next to the transit center
by LA Fitness (I-5, exit 189, Everett Mall Way]. Carpooling
strongly encouraged. Round trip ferry toll $23.10. Park admis-
sion free. Bring lunch, water, good walking shoes, sunscreen,
hat and binoculars. We'll pick a moderate loop trail. This is an
all-day trip.

Leader: Jopathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Saturday, May 9 Weyerhaeuser HQ), Federal Way

Meet at 7 a.m. behingd Everett Mall, next to the transit center
by LA Fitness (I-5, exit 189, Everett Mall Way). Carpocling
encouraged. Bring lunch, water, good walking shoes, sun-
screen, hat and binoculars. We'll pick a moderate loop trail.
This is an all-day trip.

Leader: Jonathan Blubaugh, 425.244.7633

Nofice to field trip panticipants: Field irips are open to meirbers and non-members alike.
No advance rotice required unless otherwise stated in the trip description. Trips go, rmin or
shine. However, in case af snow or ice, contact trip ieader! Bring o sack hmch, beverage,
bineculars, scope and field guide if you have them. If not, we'll share. Please, no perfume ar
cologne. Be prepared (o share gas meney with corpoo! drivers. Pets, aven leashed, are pro-
hibited an field trips. Flease leave them at home.

| Coming this May ... Birdathon 2009 ... Just do it! !
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Help prepare for the swifts’ 2009 return

Preparations are underway for the spring and fall migra-
tions of the Vaux's Swilts and their stopovers in Monroe.

The community committee has formed four subcommittees:
docents and counters, celebration, education and fundraising.

The dedicated work of these subcommittees will ensure we
have another great year in Monroe. New people are welcome
— and encouraged — to join the committees.

Docents and counters committee: training will be provided
April 18. We need many more volunteers. Volunieers need to
commit to one night a week for at least a month in the spring
(late April until late June) and one month in the fall (late
August until mid October).

Monroe swift celebration committee: this fun committee
will plan the big fall event, scheduled for Sept. 12 this year.

Education committee: this group will work on community

education, as well as the program for the children at Frank
Wagner Elementary school.

Fundraising committee: this committee is responsible for a
big fundraiser on Aprl 18 in Monroe. PAS purchased a video
shot at the Chapman Schootl in Portland. It has received fan-
tastic reviews. PAS will sponsor a screening at the Frank
Wagner School auditorium. We'll collect donations and get the
swift spring season off and rolling. Also planned are a bird
walk to Buck Lake before the screening and the counter and
docent training after it.

To become a member of one or more of these committees,
contact Susie Schaefer at susie.schaefer@comcast.net or
425.771.8165.

The next community committee meeting is scheduled for
March 11 in the Frank Wagner School library.
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Edmonds Christmas Bird Count results are in

By Jan van Niel
Thanks to the hard work of 29 volun- Sapsucker for only the fourth time. Snow
teers, the Edmonds Christmas Bird Count Geese and Evening Grosbeaks had not
on January 2 was a wonderful success. been sighted in 5 years.
A total of 107 species were identified .
with five more spotted during count week On the other hand, several species usu-
(three days before the count and three gg;%ionggexﬁﬁs’gg Efbalssbyecellir
days after it}. On the day of the count, Groat g Hastomi a[% . L‘a ?
gf,'?ﬁs Dirds er retgounted, which is aﬁﬁaﬁrmﬁpﬂe:fifﬁa?k E:xc;epﬁonally
out average for the area.

g large numbers of Hooded Mergansers
Several species were spotted for the first . (70}, Bald Eagles {23} and Long-billed
time in years, including a Yellow-billed Hooded Merganser, by Annette Colombinl - 1yquritchers (92} were seen.
Loen {reported for only the third time in . .
the 25-year history of the Edmonds CBC) and a Red-naped Congratulations to all the counters for a job well done.

J°Poum M ED M ED BN N A MR ks Mm em ms R W T PR BN BN BN BN ER BN W

Go birding and raise Port Susan Bay Spring ~:
money for PAS . Survey is coming soon. |

! Watch for dates, time and places in the next Profilet
Want to have a lot of fun without spending much money? Go b o = - -
birdingt And, while you're hirding, help raise funds for PAS by

articipating in the Birdathon in May. .
participating d Recycle old binoculars
Birdathon is PAS’s biggest fundraiser of the year. It's easy f k - d - E
- and it's fun. All you have to do is go birding anywhere in
Washington for a total of 24 hours. That 24 hours can be split or I' s I'n dmonds
up over several days or done in one marathon birding trip. Have an extra pair of pocket-sized or beginner’s binoculars
And, although you have to wait until May to do the birding, tnat you're not g ?nymtotrﬁ? If s Egmonds Discovery
you can sign up sponsors now. Talk to family, neighbors, rograms would love to get them out oi your way:
co-workers, anyone who cares about the environment. Several of our educational programs require the use of

Sponsor forms are available from Birdathon Coordinator Hilkka  Dinoculars. With a limited budget, we're not able to purchase
Egtvedt at program meetings, or you can contact her at either enough to replace the worn out ones, so we’'d be happy to

425.347.4944 or chegtvedt@comeast.net. Teceive some Gonated pairs.
i : ; ; ; If you can help, please contact Sally Lider, Edmonds Parks &
M May issue ¥ p, p ¥ ,
H%rfkﬁ?gsaeuﬁngfgrﬁg;ﬁ; g{l\%ﬂggefagﬁs yeasr?f the Recyeation, at 425.771.0227 or lider@ci.edmonds.wa.us.
] ] -
Educational opportunities
Woodland Park Zoo offers Be inspired by environmental
backyard habitat workshop writing workshop
Join Woodland Park Zoo, Seatile Audubon, Seattle Parks Join kas‘ilvard-wéngl;rnga em}rxir%lilﬁenéal aléthors fgr a wxr}%nlsg
and Recreation and Washington Native Plant Society at WOrKsnop on oal Y. AD: ,from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Camp Long for an informative, four-part werkshop en one-day program will include classroom and field-based
begins Taseday, Marcn 10, e WOrKSROP oty DOTSDOCEVes 83 naNTalists, Rl acHVIts and
e sday, . 2 X
s & . historians who have written deeply and provocatively
N;eet e}fperts anr;la getb ge‘tinsds-gn Tehme‘r:v?lndcl:; tl;at will about the urban landscape.
show how to attract and other e to your
backyard, select and cave for native plants, recog'nize A new generation of writers has bequn to expiore the
and remove invasive plants species, conserve water, Eelllﬂt‘;iszﬂsmPh?gﬂ{V%ﬂ P?ﬁple anc} place in the urban
manage your backyard without the use of chemical her- ape. oing s0, they are forging a new way to
bicides and pesticides, place feeders and hird houses, look at nature and a new way to develop deeper con-
get your backyard, schoolyard or community garden nections to place.
certified as a Backyard Habitat. The cost for the workshop is $75:; scholarships are avail-
For more info or to register, visit the zoo's web site: able. Lunch is provided. Visit www.burkemuseum.org
www.zoo.org and click on the education tab. for more information.
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Birding highlights ...

{continued from page 7)

Weaver, Green-rumped Parroliet and
51 different species at the Water World
Aviary. Sounds like a very interesting
place 1o visit.

Ammette Colombini's report from her
home in Marysville included 8 Ameri-
can Crows, an American Robin,

4 Northern Flickers, 6 Steller's Jays,

2 Varied Thrush, 2 Fox Sparrows,

12 Dark-eyed Juncos, 7 Black-capped
Chickadees, 3 House Sparvows, 6 Pine
Siskins and 2 Chestnut-backed Chick-
adees for a total species count of 11

Although Annette and I both live in

Marysville, I live in a rural area with

iarge fields that fill with water each

winter and draw a lot of waterfowl and

gulls. I did not spot the Varied Thrush

this month, but I did see large numbers

of waterfowl in the fields - too many to

count. My total species count of 23 in-

cluded 30 American Crows, a Mourning Dove, § Trumpeter

Smart Growtih ...

{continned from page 6)

The State Department of Agriculture recently released its long
anticipated report titled: "Future of Farming.” The purpose of
this project was to develop recommendations to keep farming
“competitive and profitable” for the next 20 years. The report
states that mere than 87,000 acres of Washington farmiand
are lost each year. Unbelievable! (You can read the report on-
line at www.agr-wa.gov/fof]. Another source of farming infor-
mation, the 2007 Census of Agriculture, was recently
released. {It's available at www.agcensus.usda.gov).

These reports show a good news/bad news census. The bad
news is we are losing farmland at high rate. The good news
is that farm income is up, and farming is an important eco-
nomic component in the state and county. We have lost farm-
land on the east side of the mountains, but gained farmland
in portions of the west side of the state.

Some us believe farming is important to Snohomish County
and are willing to speak out against bad policies and regula-
tions that allow farmland to become car lots, big box stores
and ballfields. It's not enough to support a Transfer of
Development Rights program, like the City of Arlington and
the county say they do. Support must be implemented consis-
tently to save our remaining designated farmland.

People are scared. Rightfully so. Lots of folks invested in land
in Snohomish County when they were young In hopes a large
return on investment in thelr retirement years.

But, as we realize now: no investment is free from risk. And
when it comes to land use and development, nothing is set in
stone. It is dictated by the present needs and responsibilities
of all. And sometimes rniles and regulations change because
of unforeseen circumstances, such as increased population in
the county, and laws passed at the federal and state levels.

AMETICAN Ho0Ut, Oy Hat KUSHTI

Swans, hundreds of Mallards and
Glaucons-winged Gulls, 30+ Ameri-
can Widgeons, 14 Canada Geese,
20-30 Snow Geese flying over, 3 Red-
tailed Hawks and 3 Fox Sparrows.

Jonathan Blubaugh visited his mom
over the holidays and sent a report
from Ocean Shores. The waterfowl
included a Pied-billed Grebe, 2 Dou-
ble-crested Cormorants, a Great Blue
Heron, 6 Mallards, a Lesser Scaup,

4 Buifleheads, 8 Common Golden-
eyes, a Merganser and a Red-breast-
ed Merganser. He also included a list
of the usual backyard birds that
included a Yellow-rumped Warbler for
a total species count of 27.

If you are interested in becoming a
reporter for “Birding Highlights,” please
contact me at 425.750.8125 or e-mail
me at pricemara@clearwire.net.

Many citizens are unhappy with the recent votes of the
county council. But, we need to focus on the future as there
are other issues that will affect our county. And, 1 need your
help to push our decision makers in the right direction.

To receive up-to-date information about meetings, public
hearings and legislation, join my e-mail list. If you aren’t sure
we have your e-mail address, or if your e-mail address has
changed, please let me know at laistin.kelly@
pilchuckaudubon.org.

Recently, two land use code changes were adopted by the
council: Urban Residential Design Standards and Rural Cluster
Subdivisions. These recent ordinances are on their way to the
county executive, who can either sign them or veto them. I
hope to share the outcomes in the next Smart Growth Report.

Un February 24, the planning commission will conduct a
public hearing on Docket XIII Batch 2 amendments to the
comprehensive plan, which includes proposed changes to
the fuily contained community policies and requlations and
changes to the forest transition areas.

Pilchuck Audubon Society will testify on these amendments.
County council hearings will be most likely in May. If you'te
part of my e-mail list, you'll receive information and action
alerts so you can get involved.

Please tune in to KSER 90.7-FM Mondays at 8:45 a.m. for up-
dates on meetings and hearings surrounding land use issues.

Save the date

Feast with Friends, Saturday, August 27, 6 to 10 p.m., Angel
Arms Works, 3rd and B, Snohomish.

Pilchuck Audubon Profile, March 2008, Page 8






