


Upcoming festivals and roadtrips

Birding in Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
May 15-24, 2009 Oregon
The 10-day adventure to Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in
southeast Oregon is coming soon: May 15-24.

Participants will spend three days birding on the way down,
three days at Malheur NWR and four days driving and bird-
ing the way back to Snohomish County. Among the birds

we might see: Whitefaced Ibis, Ferriginous Hawks, Black-
and-white Warblers, Lesser Goldfinches, Great Homed Owls,
Clark’s Grebes, Phaloropes, Bobolinks and many more.

We'll be staying in motels for the entire trip — including one
with a hot spring. We expect great birding and photography
on this trip.

Contact Bill Lider: 425.776.0674 or bill.lider@verizon.net.

American Alps Campaign Kickoff Event
May 15, 2009
The American Alps Legacy Project is a campaign to complete
the originai conservation vision for the North Cascades. PAS
members are invited to a campaign kickoff event on Friday,
May 15, 6-8:30 p.m. at The Mountaineers Club, 7700 Sand
Point Way NE {Magnuson Park), Seattle. Join us in exploring
options for new park and wilderness lands.

Two guest speakers will highlight the kickoff event: author
Art Davidson and journalist Joel Connelly. On “the kooky
boundaries of the North Cascades National Park.” Connelly
recently wrote: "It is time to straighten out — literally —-
omissicns made long ago.”

For more information, visit www.northcascades.org or call
360.296.5159.

About Pilchuck Audubon Society

Mountaineers Club, Seattle

Ferry County birding

June 5-7, 2009 Ferry County, Washington
This is always a fun and fabulous tp, filled with surprises
and excitement. Contact Susie Schaefer at susie.schaefer@
pilchuckaudubon.org or 425.771.8165 for more information.

Antarctic Peninsula, South Georgia, Falklands
December 28, 2009-January 25, 2010

Join Cheeseman’s Ecology Safaris on a once-in-a-lifetime
voyage of discovery to an awe-inspiring world devoted to
nature, wildlife, science and peace. From the stunning vistas
of Tierra del Fuego to the busy penguin rookeries of the
Falklands {Malvinas}, from the dramatic landscapes of South
Georgia to the ice-covered terrain of the Antarctic, this safari
will have you completely captivated.

Mention you're a member of Pilchuck Audubon Society, and
Cheeseman's will donate $500 to PAS when you book your
expedition.

For more information, visit www.cheesemans.com.

Fall ACOW 2009
October 9, 10, 11

Holiday Inn, Everett

The Pilchuck Audubon Profile, We serve as a local chapter of
official newsletter of Pilchuck the National Audubon Society.
Audubon Society, is published PAS is a 501{c)3 tax-exempt,

monthly September-April, and
bi-monthly May-August.

Pilchuck Audubon Society (PAS)
is a grass-roots environmental
organization with memberts
throughout Snohomish County
and Camapo Island, Washington.

Our mission is to conserve and
Testore natural ecosystems,
focusing on birds and other
wildlife, for the beneifit of the
earth’s biological diversity.

Through educafion, advocacy,
and commumity activism, PAS is
committed to bringing people
closer to wildlife in order to
build a deeper understanding
of the powerful links between
healthy ecosystems and human
beings, and to encourage the
involvement of our members

in efforts to protect the habitat
this wildlife depends upon for
survival.

non-profit organization incorpo-
rated in the state of Washington.

Newsletter submissions
Submit articles to annette.
colombini@pilchuckaudubon.org
or mail to 1429 Avenue D, PMB
188, Snohomish, WA §8290.
Submissions must be received
by the fifth of the month preced-
ing publication. We reserve the
right to edit.

Monthly mailing pariy
Newsletter mailing parties

are held the third Wednesday
of the month. If you'd like to
have some fun with other PAS
members, contact Judy Lowell
at organicjudy@juno.com or
425.353.8150 for more
information.

To contact Pilchuck Audubon
Society, call 425.252.0926.

The Profile is also available at
www.pilchuckaudubor.org
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Treasurer Carolyn lLacy......... ...360.668.2494
Secretary Kathleen Snyder ........ccoeen. 425.438.1505
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Database Margaret Bridge ... 360.862.1694
Field Trips ATt Wall oo - 360.563.0181
Forest Practices Kathy Johnson........cccoemeee- 360.659.7252
Hospitality Virginia Clark... ereennn 360.435.3750
Legal Advisor Pete Dewell....cmrmvereerrenns 425.258.6269
Membership Chair *Open *

Newsletter Editor Annette Colombini..........eu. 425.501.8125
Newsletter Mailing Judy Lowell 425.353.8150
Webmaster Kathy Piland....ceeeeeeeee 360.691.7695
Staff

Smart Growth Kristin KellY...menencenns 425.923.8625
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Get involved -~

and have fun!

Join group to protect the Edmonds Marsh

Many birders are familiar with the Edmonds Marsh, as this
small saltwater / fresh water marsh still attracts many
interesting birds each season. This beleaguered marsh,
suyrounded by indoor tennis courts, railroad tracks, a high-
way and marina, is much loved by many people from
Edmonds and other nearby communities.

A Friends of the Edmonds Marsh group is now being
formed 1o preserve what is left of the marsh and to try to
restore it and Willow Creek.

On March 30, the first meeting of the group was attended
by a group of committed peopie who want to organize and

share information about the history of the marsh and a
vision of it for the future.

Keeley OConnell of People for Puget Sound gave a fascinat-
ing presentation on what has happened to the Edmonds
Marsh over the last 70 years and shared some recommen-
dations from her organization. A planning and action pro-
cess is growing from this.

Interested people are invited to join us. For more
information, contact Susie Schaefer at susie.schaefer@
pilchuckaudubon.org or 425.771.8165 or Laura Spehar at
425.672.2175.

Bike to work with “"Es” on May 15

Celebrating Bike to Work Day is as easy as 1-2-3. Commit
to biking one day. on two wheels, for three reasons: exer-
cise, environment and economy.

Bike to Work events give first-time bike commuters, die-
hard regulars and fair weather cyclists a chance to cel-
ebrate together. Organizers encourage creative commutes
that combine biking and buses, biking to your carpool or
vanpool instead of driving, or driving part way to work {up
the hills) and biking the rest.

In 2008, more than 300 county residents hiked to local

Celebration Stations on Bike to Work Day, which is May

15 this year. This year, there is a new station near the
Edmonds Ferry, at Brackett's Landing Park, along with
stations at the lynnwood Transit Center, UW Botheil,
Everett Station, Boeing Everett, Marysville’s Comeford Park
and McCollum Park in Mill Creek.

Bike to Work events are funded by Community Transit,
Everett Transit, Group Health, Snohomish County, Harvy's
Bike Shop and many other community partners. Learn more
at www.communitytransit.org.

Volunteers needed for Puget Sound Bird Fest

If you'd enjoy seeing more than 800 Western Grebes from
the water, listening to great bird-related speakers or seeing
10,000 Vaux's Swifts at the end of the day ... then join us at
Puget Sound Bird Fest, Sept. 12 and 13.

The Z008 event tock place under sunny skies and ideal
conditions for observing and enjoying Pacific Northwest
birdlife. Gnided walks and field trips took place Saturday

Plan to attend fall

The Fall 2008 Audubon Chapters of Washington (ACOW)
meeting, hosted by Pilchuck Audubon, is scheduled for
October 9-11 at the Holiday Inn, Everett. Highlights of this
lively event include guest speakers, breakout sessions ad-
dressing the issue of sustainability and birding field trips
— led by Pilchuck Audubon members - to local hotspots. A
detailed schedule will be released this summer.

morning, with more offered on Sunday in addition to self-
guided backyard wildlife habitat tours.

Voluntsers are needed for this year's fieldtrips, registration,
habitat tours, and children’s activities. For more information
oI o volunteer, contact Sally Lider, Edmonds Parks and

Recreation Dept., 425.771,0227 or lider@ci.edmonds.wa.us.

ACOW in Everett

Online registration begins Augqust 1. Please note: room res-
ervations are the responsibility of the attendee.

Please watch our web site for up-to-date event informa-
tion: www.pilchuckanduhon.org. Volunteers are still
needed! Please contact Colleen van Niel, 425.778.7568 or
harmnone2@comcast.net for volunteer opportunities.

Photos sought for the new PAS web site

Coming soon ... a new and improved PAS web site. Many
thanks to Kathy Piland, who will seamlessly transition her
web master duties to incoming web master, Carol Riddell.
Carol will work with a contractor to redesign and upgrade
the PAS web site. Kathy will move on to work on the PAS
database and membership team.

We need help from the photographers in our midst. We

plan to update the PAS masthead and logo. We'll stll have
the Snow Geese and Mt. Pilchuck, but we'd like to use a
photo — rather than the existing line drawing. I you have
photos of Snow Geese in flight or a great shot of Pilchuck,
please send them to Carol. Pick your best three and send
them to her at carol.riddeli@pilchuckaudubon.org. If your
photo is ¢hosen, Carol will need a high-resclution version.
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Smart Growth report

By Kristin Kelly, Smart Growth Director

Livable Snohomish County Coalition

Two years ago, [ hosted the first Livable Snohomish County
Summit, which brought together 200 people from regional
environmental organizations, county neighborhood groups,
individuals, county leaders, planners and a land use attor-
ney to share stories of successes and failures. The event also
opened networking avenues and began the formation of the
Livabie Snohomish County Coalition {LSCC}.

Since that summit, LSCC has worked on a number of land use
and environmentat issues, and has helped groups and indi-
viduais working independently. A coalition provides strength
in numbers, and our voice for strong land use planning poli-
cies and codes and environmental protection has indeed
helped change how government does business.

One of my focuses this year is to continue work toward ensur-
ing the LSCC grows in numbers and influence. This isn’t a
group itself. It's a system of networking that gives members
an opportunity to share their knowledge, get information and
help each other.

Last year, we formed a loose-knit leadership committee, and
produced a mission statement, goals, pricrities and strate-
gies. The mission of LSCC is to help preserve the high quality
of life in Snohomish County and promote livable communi-
ties through smart growth practices. If you would like a copy,
please contact me.

The thrust of the coalition is the awareness that without good
policies in place and with codes to camry out those policies,
we are left fighting at the project level.

Project-level involvement is important. However, at that stage
of the planning process, it’s difficult to make changes — and
it's expensive. There've been significant wins for neighbor-
hood groups, but there have been significant losses, as well.
And the costs for lawyers and consultants - and time and
frustration levels — are high. Working together as a coalition
at the higher level of planning will help reduce the costs in
all respects.

Last year, the coalition worked on the Urban Residential
Design Standards code revisions and received stronger pro-
tections for retention and replacement of trees, on Rural
Cluster Subdivision code revisions and received a lesser den-
sity in the rurat areas, and on Fully Contained Communities,
which is still in progress. We didn't achieve all goals, but we
did convince the county council to make changes that'll help
create a more livable county.

There’s still a lot of work to be done.

Membership to the LSCC merely requires an interest in heing
part of the network. Pilchuck Audubon Society is a member,
of course, The work for me, this year, includes the following
three items:

Finish the process for the Fully Contained Communifies
policy and code changes, in hopes the county council will
eliminate the possibility of a new city in our nual area. While
it’s not the only land use issue I'll be involved with this year,
it is the most pressing issue for the coalition.

Improve the LSCC web site to make it more user friendly
and educational. As part of that effort, I'll work to increase the
membership of LSCC, as well.

Have another successful LSCC summit. The summit is
scheduted for Saturday, October 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the
PUD building at 2320 California Street, Everett. This is a free
event and will include lunch (paid for by the TogetherGreen
award I received last year). There will be a county council
candidate debate in the afternoon, as three positions for
council are up for re-eiection in November. If you are inter-
ested in attending, please RSVP to me at kristin@futarewise.
org or call 425.923.8625.

Fully Contained Communities

The County Planning Commission consists of 11 mem-
bers {two appointed from each of the five council districts and
one at-large memher appointed by the county executive), but
currently has only eight members. Under the commission’s
bylaws, six votes are considered a majority for forwarding
recommendations to the county council.

The commission held two separate public hearings: one to
consider elimination of FCCs and one to change some of the
codes. However, the commission couldn‘t get the six votes
needed, as only seven commissioners were present,

Fully Contained Communities are allowed, but not required,
under the Growth Management Act, and are supposed to

be new cities plopped into a mural area. The Puget Sound
Regional Council - in their Vision 2040 - adopted a policy for
the region to avoid FCCs.

The only FCC now in existence [although there are many
master planned communities in King and Pierce counties) is
Redmond Ridge. Outgoing King County Executive Ron Sims
acknowledged it is a failure. He said if they knew then what
they know now, they would not have allowed this FCC, and
will not allow any in the futare.

Our first position on FCCs is for elimination. And we are not
alone in this. Along with a great many citizens, Community
Transit, county fire commissioners, the state departinent on
Community Trade and Economic Development, Snohomish
County Tomorrow and 18 of 20 local cities are all opposed to
FGCs. Four of the seven commissioners agree with us.

If we can't convince the county council to eliminate FCCs,

our second position is for significant changes to the codes to
ensure Snohomish County will not be flooded with urban-
style traffic jams like those caused by Redmond Ridge. We
also want the codes to be strengthened to ensure an FCC

will provide affordable housing, environmental protections,
transportation fixes, livable wage jobs, will help reduce global
warming impacts and will not further burden taxpayers for
infrastructure and services.

The moratorium on FCC permit applications is to end

May 10. There was a rush to have the hearing on only the
code amendment ordinance on April 22 to beat that morato~
rium cutoff. However, that meant the ordinance regarding the
elimination was to come a month or two later.

This was just wrong in terms of good public process. During
public comment time at the council's general legislative meet-
ing on April 8, I asked the coungcil to reconsider this timeline
in order to ease the frustrations of the citizens and to ensure
both ordinances would be given the same weight. Whether or

{See "Smart Growth” on page 8}
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