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One of 48 newly-announced TogetherGreen national innova-
fion grants will support the launch of the Monroe Save Our
Swifts campaign, a multi-year initiative to save the major
migratory roosting site for Vaux's Swifts in Washington — the
chimney at Frank Wagner Elementary School in Monroe.

‘The $15,000 grant will pay for key educational and outreach
activities in the Save Our Swifts effort, including development
of an in-school science cumviculum, placement of a web cam
inside the chimney and development of programs to increase
citizen science monitoring efforts related to the Vaux's Swifts.
PAS will lead the effort in partnership with Seattle Audubon
and Eastside Auzdubon. The grant will complement the
$100,000 aflocated in 2002 by the state legislature to pay for
the actual earthquake retrofit of the chimney.

“It is just wonderful to receive this TogetherGreen funding,”
said Susie Schaefer, project coordinator at PAS, “as it will
really complement our existing activities. The TogetherGreen
funds will allow us to initiate new in-school and community
projects to build engagement, such as putting a web cam in
the chimney. We are thrilled about that.”

"Monroe Fublic Schools is excited abeut this project,” said
John Mannix, Assistant Superintendent. "It represents an
opportunity to educate both our students and our community
about these fascinating birds, and to build the school chil-
dren’s and community’s sense of stewardship regarding their
local migratory roosting site.”

The Washingion innovation grant is part of $1.1 million
awarded by the TogetherGreen initiative this year. Audubon
and Toyota launched the five-year TogetherGreen initiative in
2008 to fund conservation projects, train environmental lead-
ers and offer volunteer opportunities to significantly benefit
the environment. Grantees were selected from scores of ap-
plicants across the country, Funds were awarded to Audubon
organizations that demonstrated exceptional innovation in
working with other groups on projects that will produce
tangible benefits for environmental quality.

About TogetherGreen

Audubon and Toyota launched the five-year TogetherGreen
initiative in 2008 to build the promise of a greener, healthier
future through innova-
tion, leadership and
volunteerism. Nearly
90 proiects totaling
more than $2.5 million
dollars have received
Innovation Grants to
protect land, water and energy rescurces nationwide. For
more information, visit www.togethergreen.org.

November program meeting
November 13, 7 p.m.

Joe Gaydos of the SeaDoc Society
will talk about the decline of these iconic
diving birds, once seen locally in the
hundreds, but now rapidly disappearing.
Come learn more about these incredible
birds and what is being done to save them.

Note location
Everett Firefighters Hall
2411 Hewitt Avenue, Everett

No program meeting in December.
For more information, call 425.252.0926

Watch www.pilchuckaudubon.org
for the most ap-to-date information.

Pilchuck Audubon Society — and Art Wait,
“Mr. Birdseed” — will offer birdseed for sale
until early November. As always, there is a
variety of seeds for sale at a good price.

All orders must be placed with Art no later
than noon on Nov. 4. Reach him by phone
at 360.563.0181. Seed can be picked up in
Snohomish on Friday afterncon (Nov. 6}, in
Everett Saturday morning {Nov. 7} and in
Edmonds Saturday afterncon {Nov. 7).

Place your order soon!
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Nestled in the Coeur d’Alene Mountains of north Idaho,
Killamey Lake is the last of the channel lakes along the
Coeur d’'Alene River accessible by boat. On the north end of
the lake, conifer-clad Popcorn Island (the

remnants of an ancient volcanic pluton}

rises abruptly from the lake shielding a

small peninsula — also a plufon —

beyond.

On the peninsula, enfolded by old
growth pines, a cabin sits on Forest
Service land. The Forest Service started
offering land for lease in the 19303,

in part to encourage people to enjoy
nature, and also to help rangers keep
watch over the land. Two friends be-
gan renting the cabin from the original
builders in the 1970s. Later, they bought

the cabin, continuing the land lease

with the Forest Service. In all the time they've owned the
cabin, they've done liitle to modernize it. it pretty much has
remained the same from the day it was built: a bit rustic, if

you will.

For many years, the farm directly behind the peninsula was
owned by a family of reclusive misanthropes that denied
access to the cabin by a road even more rustic than the cabin.
For many years, the only way to get to the cabin was by boat.
However, time, death and new owners now allow accessibil-
ity by car - provided you have little regard for your car.

I've gone to the cabin for almost 30 years. When I lived in
Idaho, I would go out two or three times a summer, and once

I'he Pllchuck Audubon Profile,
official newsletter of Pilchuck

Audubon Sotiety, is published
monthly September-April, and
bi-monthly May-August.

Pilchuck Audubon Society (PAS)
is a grass-roots environmental
organization with members
throughout Snohomish County

and Camano Island, Washington.

Cur mission is to conserve and
restore natural ecosystems,
focusing on birds and other
witdlife, for the benefit of the
earth’s biological diversity.

Through education, advocacy,
and community activism, PAS is
commitied to bringing people
closer to witdlife in order to
build a deeper understanding
of the powerful links between
healthy ecosystems and human
beings, and to encourage the
involvement of our members

in efforts to protect the habitat
this wildlife depends upon for
survival.

We serve as a local chapter of
the National Audubon Saciety.
PAS is a 501(c}3 tax-ezempt,
non-profit organization incorpo-
rated in the state of Washington.

Newsletter submissions
Submit articles to annette.
colombini@pilchuckaudubon.org
or mail to 1429 Avenue D, PMB
198, Snohomish, WA 98290.
Submissions must he received
by the Gith of the month preced-
ing publication. We reserve the
right to edit.

Monthly mailing party
Newsletter mailing parties
are held the third Wednesday
of the month. If you'd like to
have some fun with other PAS
members, contact Judy Lowell
at organicjudy @juno.com or
425.383.8150 for more
information.

To contact Pilchuck Audubon
Society, vall 425.252.0926.

The Profile is also available at
www.pilchuckaudubon.org
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even in winter, but that's another story. Since moving to
Seattle, I've tried to go at least once a year. Some years that
wasn't possible. But, as I've grown older, going there has

ing capint on KHAIMey LOKe Nas Temamed much
the same since it was built decades ago.

become an important fouch point, one I
hepe to continue for many years.

This year, during the first weekend

in August, I rose early, just as the sun
topped Eagle Peak and long before any-
one began to stir. I left the cabin armed
with my binos, bird book, notepad and
pen and began an annual bird walk
that never fails to renew my soul.

Following the barely passable road
along the lake, with Black-tapped
Chickadees and Dark-eyed Juncos lead-
ing the way, 1 saw three Double-crested
Cormorants perched on a deadhead out

on the water. One had his wings outstretched to catch the
first rays of the warming sun. This was a first; 'd never before
seen cormorants this far inland.

Leaving the lake, at the mouth of Killaney Creek, the road
takes a sharp left to follow an umbilical of iand barely the
width of the road — connecting the cahin’s hill with the main-
land. On one side is a reed covered wetland buffering this
part of the lake. Among the reeds, Red-winged Blackbirds
announced they're in residence.

On the oppostite side of the 1oad, the estuary of Killarney

{See "President’s Message” ont page 7)
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November 3 Serpentine Fen and Blackie Spit

Meet at 7 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Walmart west of
Marysville {1-5 exit 200}, Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Bivd. and nezi to I-5. Expect to see waterfowl,
raptors, guils, shorebirds, songbirds and scenery - and to do
some walking. This is a trip to Canada, so bring your passport
or enhanced driver’s license. The original hirth certificate

and regular driver's license combo is no longer valid. Pack a
lunch.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

November 10 Montlake Fill {Union Bay Natural Area)
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Ash Way Park and Ride, 16327

Ash Way [1-5 exit 183}, Park and Ride is located northwest

of the intersection of 164th and I-5. This is one of the most
productive birding areas in thig vicinity, Many rarities have
been observed here. If time allows, we may visit Foster Island
and/or Magnuson Park. Pack a lunch.

Leader: Art Wait, 360.563.0181

November 17 Lummi Flats
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Walmart west of
Marysville {1-5 exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd, and next to 1-5. Lots of waterfow] raptors
such as Short-eared Owl, Northern Harrier and Rough-legged
Hawk. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Art Wait, 360.563.0181
Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

November 24 Deception Pass

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Walmart west of
Marysville {1-5 exit 200}. Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I-5. We will visit all the lakes,
beaches and trails near the pass. Art always enjoys this area
and the birds usually cooperate. Pack a lunch.

Leaders: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750
Art Wait, 360.563.0181

Notice to field trip participants: Field trips are open to members and non-members alike, No advance notice required unless otherwise
stated in the trip description. Trips go, rain or shine. However, in case of snow or ice, contact trip leader! Bring o sack lunch, beverage,
binoculars, scope and field guide if you have them. If not, we'll share. Please, no perfume or cologne. Be prepared to share gas money
with carpool drivers. Pets, even leashed, are prohibited on ficld rips. Please leave them at home.

The PAS Forest Practices Committee will meet Wednesday,
November 4, at 6:30 p.m., in the downstairs meeting room of
the Everett Public Library at 2702 Hoyt Avenue. PAS is inter-
ested in rebuilding this important, long-time committee under
the leadership of Kathy Johnson. '

Kathy has been involved with the committee since 1987 and
is familiar with the Mt. Baker-Snoquaimie National Forest.
She has a reputation as a true champion supporting old-
growth forests and roadless areas.

In this age of climate change, the old-growth forests and the
species that call them home are more imnportant than ever

In addition to commenting on timber sales and other activi-
ties in our national forests, the FP committee has been fol-
lowing Forest Service and Federal Highway Administration
planning and activitdes for the many roads washed out in the
2003 floods and later. Current and pending projects include
White Chuck Road 23 repair, the Suiattle Road 26 access and
travel management plan, Monte Cristo mining area cleanup,

ATIET IMUCT PLANNING and Narc WoIK, e Drst plants at the
Native Plant Demo Garden in Edmonds will go in the ground
on November 7. The work party will begin at 9:30 a.m. with
a shont raining session by Gary Smith. After that, native plant
stewards will lead teams in planting the hundreds of native
specimens proeured for this fantastic garden.

Volunteers spent the month of October getting the garden
ready to plant. A dedicated team spent October 3 pulling
blackberries {again) and other invasive weeds which had
rallied since our plant removal work parties Iast spring. Two

snohomish County Forest Transition Areas ordinance and the
next Washingion wilderness initiative: Cascades Wild.

PAS has been working on the watershed restoration initia-
tive with 10 other environmental organizations and the
Department of Ecology. The goal is to resolve the crisis caused
by prolonged under-funding for road decommissioning and
maintenance in the watersheds of the state’s national forests.
PAS has had a largely passive role in this, but could be more
actively invelved if someone shows interest.

Please join Kathy at this important meeting on November

4. The threats to our forests have not gone away with the
change in administration. The philosophies of the WSFS and
its multiuse of public forests have not changed, nor have old
laws allowing mining and hydro in the nationat forests. Now
is a good time to get involved and learn more, New members
are welcome!

For more information or to suggest agenda items, contact
Kathy Johnson at 360.659.7252 or katherine@earthlink.net,

great trals were also mstalled 1n Uctober. Thanks to all the
dedicated volunteers who have helped so much.

And, thanks to the newly-formed education committee,
signage and a brochure are currently in the works.

This project presents many volunteer opportunities — both
physical and mental — with several standing committees. For
more information, contact Susie Schasfer at 425.771.8165 or
susie.schaefer@pilchuckaudubon, org.

FUCOUCK ANQUDON FIolie, Novemper LU0, rage 3






AT AL LAILEEL AATSELY y SPIEASAL & WAEWFWE ELE SRE LALLM

The Livable Snohomish County Summit and candidate debate

on October 10 was a fantastic success. The event, financed in

part with grant funding from TogetherGreen, included presen-
tations, discussions, exhibitors and a two-hour question-and-

answer session with county council candidates.

The summit theme was “Climate Change and Land Use,
Planning or a Livable Snohomish County.” Attendees heard
from many dedicated people from the non-profit and pub-

lic sectors who work on issues affecting Puget Sound and
Snohomish County: from Puget Sound, to our streams and
rivers, to surface water management, hydropower, transporta-
tion and transit-oriented development. The PowerPoint pre-
sentations are available at www.livablesnohomish.org.

I hope the information gained by folks at this summit will
jump start them into action in the coming year, as we need 1o
be proactive to convince our lecal leaders to expedite needed
policy changes to reduce the jmpacts of global warming on
our water and quality of life.

Here is some of what we learnedat the summit. Watch for
more in future issues of the Profile.

Key impacts of global warming on
Washington and Snohomish County

+ The Impaects of Climate Change on Washington's Economy:
A Preliminary Assessment of Risks and Opporfunities
concluded that “climate change impacts are visible in
Washington and economic effects are becoming apparent.”

+ Projected increases in average annual Pacific Northwest
temperature are 2.0°F hy the 2020s, 3.2°F by the 2040s,
and 5.3°F by the 2080s {compared to 1970-1999).

+ Some models show wetter autumns and winters, drier sum-
mers. This may result in larger flood plains.

= Water supplies in our region will see a shift in the timing of
peak river flow from late spring {driven by snowmelt) to
winter (driven by precipitation) and reduced levels of sum-
mer and fall storage.

= Everett’'s water system should be adequate through 2080s
even with these effects and a 50 percent demand increase.

» Sea level rise will shift coastal beaches inland and increase
erosion of unstable bluffs.

= Major ports likely will be able to accommodate rising sea
level at their facilities, but adapting the trains and high-
ways serving ports will be a significant challenge.

= Models predict increases in extreme high precipitation over
the next half-century, particularly around Puget Sound.

» Rainfall patierns will be higher than our current storm
water systems are designed to handle.

* Due to increased summer temperature and decreased sum-
mer precipitation, the area bumed by fire regionally is
projected to double by the 2040s and triple by the 2080s
{relative to 1916-2006).

« King, Pierce, and Snohomish counties can expect 101 heat-
related deaths in 2025, 156 in 2045 and 280 in 2085.

» Injuries and deaths from air pollution will increase.

Land use changes are required to reduce
emissions and stabilize climate
Washington Climate Advisory Team {CAT) Recommendation 5

* Build and continue to redesign communities to offer real
and reliable alternatives to single-cccupancy vehicles.

» Reduce vehicle miles raveled [VMT) over baseline by 7-15
percent in 2020, 25-50 percent in 2050.

= 7 percent VMT reduction would reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 8.9 million metric tons of cathon dioxide
equivalents (MMtCOZ2e} between 2008 and 2020.

» 15 percent VMT would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
20.8 MMtCOZe.

-+ Need land use changes in addition to cleaner fuels and
more efficient vehicles.

What we need to do now

Update comprehensive plans to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions:

« Transit supportive densities

Plan for jobs near housing

* Do not expand uwrtban growth areas

Protect farmland and forest land. ln 20085, these lands
sequestered up to 32 percent of the state’s GHG emissions

+ Protect other carbon sinks, such as wetlands

Evaluate GHG for conformance with state’s limits:

=« Limits are 1990 level by 2020, 50 percent of 1990 level
by 2050

« Comprehensive plan updates and amendments
* Developments

Allow alternative energy generation technologies in
appropriate locations.

Plan for electric vehicle charging stations.

Plan and build infrastructure for walking, biking, transit.

Need to adapt to climate change
+ Make low impact development retrofits
« Require LID in new development

» Identify argas vulnerable to increased flooding and sea level
rige ang either place them out of bounds for development or
protect them

» Retreat from high-risk coastal areas
» Conserve water and energy

» For residences near forests, take measures to protect them
from forest fires

« Increase shade irees to cool urban areas

+ Provide heat and air pollution education, warming and
cooling areas
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Grab your binos and join the Olympic BirdPest 2010 celebra-
tion: at the Dungeness River Audubon Center, April §-11, 2010.

The stage is set .,. bays, estuaries, sandy beaches, a S-mile
sand spit and an island bird sanchoary on the Sirait of Juan de
Fuca. Wetlands, tidepools, 1ainforests and lush river valleys.

The players are ready ... Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros
AuKlets, Harlequin Ducks, Black Oystercatchers, Peregrine
Falcons and Pygmy Owls in their fine spring plumage for this
celebration. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tours and a tradi-
tional salmon bake at the Jamestown SKlallam Tribal Center.

Come experience the spectacular landscapes of the Olympic

.- - -

Creek harbors a huge beaver lodge, which grows larger
every yearl. A power pole near the middle of this namrow strip
of land is home to an Osprey nest that's been there as long as
I can remember. In 30 years, I wonder how many generations
of Ospreys have used this nest. The current inhabitants were
reluctant answer my query. Instead, rarely seeing humans
afoot, the Ospreys protested my passing.

Omn the power line overhead, an Eastern Kingbird was on the
lookout for flying tasty bits. I heard a Gray Catbird mew in
the bushes along the road. Willow Flycatchers and even a
Warbling Vireo flitted among the leaves.

On the mainland, the road skirts a mountain bordering
Killarney Creek, quietly murmuring its way to the lake.
Alarmed by my muffled approach, a pair of skittish Wood
Ducks took wing. In about a half a mile, the road emerges on
broad, rolling hayfields stretching to the encircling mountains.

Traversing hayfields, the road climbs the side of a hill. As I
rounded the hill, a flock of Evening Grosheaks foraged in the
trees. A female Western Tanager watched in fascination. In
the top of a tall evergreen, an Olive-sided Flycatcher
announced an early happy hour, “three beers, three beers.”
Oh! A Lazuli Bunting and his mate kaleidoscope into a bush in
front of me.

Surveying the pastoral scene of rolling hayfields, the verdant
pine-clad mountains, the lake reflecting the dazzling rays of
the early morning sun, I consumed the energy and beauty.
God was in his heaven and all was right with the world.

As I heard the first bass boat of the day motor into the far end
of the lake, T began my return to the cabin to cook breakfast
for my bed-bound friends, who already missed the best part
of this day.

The Pichuck Audubon Board meets on the first Tuesday
of each month, at the Sno-Isle Natural Foods Coop
meeting room {2804 Grand Ave., Everett), beginning at
6 p.m. All are welcome to atiend to learmn more about
the chapter's goals and priorities. For more information,
contact Xathleen Snyder at 425.438.1505.

Peningula ... you just might go home with a new bird for your
life listi Check out the offerings by visiting the official web
site www.olympicbirdfest.org, or by calling 360.681.4076 for
a brochure.

Also in 2010! Follow your BirdFest weekend with a three-day,
two night birding cruise of the spectacular San Juan Istands
on April 11-13, 2010. Visit San Juan and Sucia Islands and
more. Stay at the historic Roche Harbor Resori. Get program
information and registration forms online at
www.olympichirdfest.org.

PAS will soon debut a new web site. It will have a new
look and feel which we are sure you'll like. [t will also
be easy to use, easy to navigate and will allow pur-
chases and donations with a few clicks of the mouse.

A new web team, comprised of enthusiastic volunteers,
is working on the project now. Look for more informa-
tion in the coming months.

If you have web skills and are interested in joining the
team, please contact Susie Schaefer at 425.771.8165 or
susie.schaefer@pilchuckaudubon.org.

rreparnlyg me rrome NnewsIeTier 10T maling 18 n and
easy. You can become an “"expert” in only a few minutes
while enjoying great conversation and fellowship.

No reservations needed ... just show up at 3:30 p.m.
on {generally} the third Wednesday of the month in the
Sno-Isle Co-op classroom, on Grand Avenue between
Hewitt and California in Everett. The classroom is on
the lower floor, across the hall from Mekong Grocery.
Shop at the Co-op before or after the mailing party and
thank them for the use of their classroom!}

Call Judy Lowell at 425.353.8150 for more information
and to confinn the date for next month’s mailing party.

vviul 50D dnqelar s passing, the Publicity Chair position
is vacant and the PAS board is loaking for his successor.
Bob did a great job issuing press releases, publicizing
events to the community and communicating goals to
our members. He left an extensive list of media con-
tacts.

The publicity chair should plan to give 2-4 hours per
month to the position - including attending board
meetings the first Tuesday of the month, 6-8 p.m., in
Everett.

If you enjoy communicating with others, consider join-
ing us. Your efforts will promote the work of a dynamic,
grassrocis organization and be very much appreciated.
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By Kathleen Snyder. Secretary, Pilchuck Audubon Society

Piichuck Audubon is embarking on its first member-
ship renewal drive, which is necessary, in part,
because our relationship with the National Audubon
Society (NAS) has changed. In the past, membership
dues sent to NAS included a subscription to Audubon
magazine and PAS membership. A small part of those
monijes was sent back to PAS.

Due to budget cuts, NAS no longer sends PAS any
portion of those dues. In addition, NAS has stopped
tunding state Audubon offices. The Washington

office is struggling to survive. The loss of funds and
the downsizing of the state office are difficult for local
chapters to absorb.

Thanks to new software and the dedication of Ronda
Shibata-Martinez, we can more accurately track the
membership status of current and lapsed members.
Lapsed members may have received a letter with a

reminder to renew. Many members may be unaware
their membership has expired.

We don't want to discourage your NAS renewal. We
want to encourage support of the local chapter by
Tenewing directly with PAS. For only $25 a year,
you're connected with a dynamic group of conser-
vationists and birders who make a real difference in
preserving wildlife habitat in Snohomish County.

Membership also includes 10 issues of the Profile
newsletter, field trip opportunities and representa-
tion of conservation vatues in local politics by Smart
Growth Director, Kristin Kelly.

If you've received a letter from PAS asking for your
renewal, please send in your check. Additional dona-
tions will be enthusiastically accepted.

Joint membershiy LU INGLVLEL UG SOVIGLY W] GLIUL EuviuLs auuuoul sutasly raog wiciudes National
Audubon Society’s quarterly magazine Audubon and Pilchuck Audubon Society’s Profile newsletter for one year.
Cost is $20 for an Introductory Membership or $35 for renewals. When you join National Audubon Society, you
automatically become a member of Pilchuck Audubon Society.

However, PAS receives none of your national dues to support its programs. Local membership in Pilchuck
Audubon Society includes a one-year subscription {10 issues) to Pilchuck Audubon Society’s Profile newsletter.
Cost is $25. A special limited income category is also available for $16.

State: Zip:

Name:
1 I'd like to save PAS money and
read the Profile on the web at Address
www.pilchuckaudubon.org.
Please don't mail it to me. I've
included my email address at City:
right so you can let me know
when each issue is available.
1 Please contact me about Phone:
volunteer opportunities.
O I am interested in the
Conservation Committee. Emaii:
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