- Pilchuck
Audubon P

ofile .

Published by Pilchuck Audubon Society Volume 36, Number 10 October 2009

Council overturns
executive's FCC veto

By Kristin Kelly. PAS Smart Growth Director

‘The one rule of land use planning is nothing is sver over. Stiil,
it’s imporiant to celebrate victories and to keep working to
make sure victories are not overturned.

History was made in Snohomish County earlier this month,
when the county council voted 4-1 to override the county
executive’s veto of the Fully Contained Community ordinance
to eliminate the policies, codes and population reserve for a
new city in rural areas and on resource lands. But, the fact
is, this issue could rise again in the future — as did the issue
of Island Crossing — because land use in Snohomish County,
around the state and the country, is also a political issue.

It perplexes me that, as a society, we want our children to be
educated. We value the importance of expertise. Sometimes
being an expert results in acknowledgement. But, sometimes,
it Is just ignored.

Land use planners — experts in their field - are hired by
local governments and associated agencies. Sometimes they
are hired as employees of land use consuliing companies, or
they strike out on their cwn. Sometimes, they get hired by
non-profit organizations — such as Pilchuck Audubon Society
or Futurewise, among others - to lobby for sound land use
polices and regulations.

Within county government, Snohomish County in particular,
planners use their education, experience and expertise to
develop long-range plans for growing communities. They
understand how to plan in order to make urban communities
sustainable and to prevent unnecessary urban sprawl — and
to make sure funding is in place for roads, sewers, water and
other important urban services.

It is truly perplexing ~ and usually frustrating — to most non-
planning people that they have to work so hard and spend
so much of their own money fighting their local government
on land use issues. Especially when government has expert
planners on staff to provide advice to elected officials about
how we should pian and develop the land. But. this will
always be the case as long as the ultirnate decision is not
based on expert knowledge, but on politics.

This has been the case with Fully Contained Communities.
Since 2002, when {under a pro-development county council
adding Fully Contained Communities policies and regulations
to the comprehensive plan was first proposed, untl now,
three years after they were allowed to be law, the lesson we
have fo learn is what is at stake to all of us with land use.

If you've been following this issue the past month, you know
{See "FCC veto” on page 5}

October program meeting

Join the crowd at Fall ACOW
on Friday, October 9, 7 p.m., at the
Holiday Inn, 3105 Pine St. in Everett

Vaux’'s Happening
with Larry Schwitters

"Vaux's Happening” is dedicated to
promoting research on the Vaux's Swrifts.
EV'BN'I‘ Larry will talk about how they strive to

locate all communal roost sites statewide
and conduct nerth and southbound censuses.

This event is free and open to PAS members,
friends, guests and the general public. You do
not need to be reqgistered at ACOW to attend!

Please note the location for October only
Holiday Innn — downtown Everett
{the old Everett Pacific Hotel)
3105 Pine Street, Everett

For more information, call 425.252.0926

Watch www.pilchuckaudubon.org
for the most up-to-date information.

Welcome, ACOWers!

We know you're in for a for a busy week-
end of meetings and breakout sessions.
Don't forget to have some fun and enjoy
our beautiful area. And come hack soon!
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Trip calendar

Check our web site at www.pilchuckaudubon.org for the latest information.

October 6 North Whidbey Island
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I-5 exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I-5. We will bird many parks
and other delightful places and expect to see lots of water-
fowl and seabirds. Sixty-three species in 2008. Bring a lunch.

Leaders: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750; Art Wait, 360.563.0181

October 13 Silvana Roads
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I-5 exit 200). Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd. and next to I-5. Pipits, Snowy Owls,
falcons, all the winter LBJs. If ime allows, we may visit the
Port Susan Nature Conservancy site, Pack a lunch.

Leader: Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

October 20  Birch Bay/Semiahmoo/Drayton Harbor
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Quilceda Village Wal-Mart west of
Marysville {I-5 exit 200}. Park away from store, to the east,
near Quilceda Blvd., next to I-5, Should see migrating water-
fowd and shorebirds. Pack a light lunch {(Wilma may feed us).

Leaders: Wilma Bayes, 360.629.2028
Virginia Clark, 360.435.3750

October 27 Snohomish and outskirts
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Snohomish Park & Ride, located at the
junction of Highway ¢ and Bickford Ave. Enjoyable and
relaxed trip. We usually have high species counts (63 last
year) and surprises, even delights, Pack a lunch.

Leader: Art Wait, 360.563.018]; Virginia Clark will advise

Notice to field trip parlicipanis; Field trips are open to members and non-members glike. No advance notice required unless otherwise
stated in the trip description. Trips go, rain or shine, However, in cose of snow or ice, contact trip leader! Bring a sack liunch, beverage,
binoculars, scope and field guide i you have them. If not. we'll share. Please, no perfume or cologne. Be prepared to share gas money with
carpool drivers. Pets, even leashed, are prohibited on field trips. Please leave them at home.

Upcoming regional festivals and events

Livable Snohomish County Summit and
County Council Candidate Debate
Saturday, October 10 Everett

Please attend the second Livable Snohomish County Summit
on Saturday, October 10, from @ am. to 4 pan.,
13847l at the PUD Building at 2320 California Street,
s} i:v48 Everett. This is a free event. The theme is
; ' “Climate change and land use: planning for a liv-
able Snohomish County.”

Space is limited. Please RSVP today to kristin@futurewise.org
or by phoning 425.923.8625.

BirdFest and Bluegrass 2009
October 10-11 Ridgefield, Washington

Come to the Ridgefield National Wildlife refuge, 25 minutes
north of Portland and take an Audubon-ied bird and plant
tour. Learn about Bald Eagles. Reserve a spot on a tour to
view Sandhill Cranes. Shop at a birders’ marketplace. Visit

a replica plankhicuse and see how Native Americans lved.
Sample salmon at a salmon bake. Listen to Bluegrass music all
day Saturday, or come to jam in a workshop.

For more info, visit www.ridgefieldfriends.com.

Help plant the Native Demo Garden in Edmonds

The Weekly Weeders have been weeding since July — getting
the Native Plant Demonstration Garden in Edmonds ready for
planting. A brunch and work party is planned for Saturday,
October 3, for final clean up and preparation. Please plan to
join us beginning at 10 a.m.

There'll be an information session for those who want to

get involved in this fantastic project. Then we'll launch an~
other attack on the persistent blackberries and other invasive
plants. Bring your gloves, tools and binoculars, too.

Planting of all 240 plants is scheduled for November 7. Gary
Smith of the Native Plant Society will facilitate. And with the
help of several native plant stewards, Gary will train the hu-
man planters so the garden gefs off to a good start.

Volunteers are still needed! We have a great core of people,
but more hands and hearts are welcome to bring Nancy
Moore's spectacular plan to life. The education committee will
work on signage, brochures and {raining sessions.

This rewarding project is a good way o get invelved in mak-

ing a difference for birds and other wildlife. Please join usi
Call Susie Schaefer 425.771.8165 for more information.

What's your best summer
birding experience?

Our spectatular sumrer is coming to an end. Let's keep
the summer alive by reliving our best summer bird-

ing experiences all winter long. Picture if ... snow on

the ground, no power, your solar-powered flashlight in
hand, reading about somecne’s fabulous summer hirding
adventure. Sounds great, huh?

To share pour best summer birding experience, e~-mail
your story — and photos, if you have them - to annette.
colombini@pilchuckaudubon.org. And keep the spirit of
summer alive just a wee bit longer,
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FCC veto ...

{continued from page 1}

what I'm talking about. If haven’, here's a quick rundown.

In early August, the county council voted 3-2 to eliminate
Fully Contained Communifies policies, regulations and popu-
lation reserve of 15,000 people. The legislation was sent fo
the county executive, who had 10 days to sign it. not sign

it or veto it. Signing means he is in full support. Not signing
means he is not supportive, but will let the legisiation become
law. A veto means he does not support. The County Executive
vetoed the legislation.

To override a veto, it takes a super majority of the council: at
least 4 votes. At first, it seemed pretty hopetess. Council mem-
bers Dave Gossett and John Koster seemed very adamant that
they wanted Fully Contained Communities to be an option for
growth in the county.

The day after the veto, 15 citizens {including me} arrived at
County Executive’s office unannounced to stage an infor-
mational and calm protest. The executive was not there,
However, his aide, Brian Pamry, agreed to meet with us. The
discussion was heated at times. Citizens were angry at the
veto and let the executive’s aide kmow. Our message to the
executive: rescind your veto.

During this conversation, and in a letter sent to the council,
the executive announced that his decision to veto was based
on the fact that council members Gossett {a Democrat} and
Koster (a Republican) had both asked him to.

After our meeting with Parry, we went to the council’s offices
and spoke with Council Member Gossett. We asked to speak
with Koster, too, but he was not available. We relayed to
Gossett what Parry had said. Gossett said it was just not true.

The local media (The Herald, KUOW radio, The Seatfle Times]
carried a number of stories about the political wrangling over
the issue: who was telling the truth, who lied and why. In the
end, Executive Reardon wanted to rescind his veto, but there

was nothing in the Snohomish County Charter to allow it. So,
he asked Council Chair Mike Cooper to do whatever he could
to make sure the FCCs were eliminated. That would take a
change of vote for either Dave Gossett or John Koster.

The vote was taken September 8. Dave Gossett changed his
vote and John Koster did not. Koster stood by his position that
Fully Contained Communities are a good planning tool for
Snohomish County. Gossett was silent.

We got the vote we needed to put this issue to rest.

However, as I said, land use issues are never over. The
developer could attempt an appeal to the Growth Manage-
ment Hearings Board, even if he has no real argument. The
developer would just fork out a lot of money for lawyers —
something he has already shown he isn’t afraid to do, and
can obviously aiford.

He may also try the political route: supporting council can-
didates he thinks will support his plan (something he has
attempted before with little success). And, if politics change
in Snohomish County government, this issue, like Island
Crossing, can be brought up again in the next 10-year update
to the County’s Comprehensive Plan. And, the second time,
like Island Crossing, may have more success.

Ultimately, it always takes a commitment from the public and
environmental organizations to make sure such attempts are

squashed. Despite the land use expertise on the county pay-
10ll, politics rule.

I want to thank the members of Pilchuck Auduhon Society
who responded to my action alerts and sent messages to the
County Council, the Planning Commissioner, attended hear-
ings, etc.. for helping me ensure a more livable, sustainable
and environmentally healthy county for the future. Success
never happens with one voice.

Birdathon results ... and a question

Birdathon 2009 is in the books. Congratulations to all who
participated, You raised $2500 to support the work of Pilchuck
Audubon Society!

Duane Kama spotted the most bird species with 149 — just
one species short of his goal of 150. Pretty good though, don't
you think, for an accrued period of 24 hours?

Claire and Hilkka Egtvedt and Kristi Halvorson, working

as a team of three, found 123 species, and raised the most
money, just under $1700. Susie Schaefer came in second with
$316.25 raised.

Other 2009 "Thoners were Mike Blackbird, Carolyn Lacy,
Kerry Marl and Jan and Colleen van Niel.

Again this year, we owe sincere thanks to the generous mer-
chants who support PAS year after year with their donations
of Birdathon prizes. For some, it undoubtedly was more of a
sacrifice than in previous years.

So please patronize and thank Albertson’s of Mukilteo, the
Everett Fred Meyer store, QFC in Muiilteo, Wild Bird Nest in
Lynnwood, and the Wild Birds Unlimited stores in Everett and
Lake Forest Park.

And while $2500 is an impressive amount to have raised, it

pales in comparison to other chapter totals. Seattle Audubon
routinely raises more than $25.000 and Portland more than

$100,0001

If you have ideas as to how PAS can generate more interest
and attract additional participants for Birdathon 2010, please
contact Hilkka Egtvedt at chegtvedt@comcast.net.

PAS board meetings

The Pilchuck Audubon Board meets on the first Tuesday
of each month, at the Sno-Isle Naturai Foods Coop
meeting room (2804 Grand Ave., Everett}, beginning at
6 p.m. All are welcome to attend to learn more about
the chapter’s goals and priorities. For more information,
contact Kathleen Snyder at 425.438.1505.
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Make a difference: renew PAS membership

By Eathleen Snyder, Secretary, Pilchuck Audubon Soclely

Pilchuck Audubon is embarking on its first member-
ship renewal drive, which is necessary, in part, be-
cause our relationship with the National Audubon
Society {NAS} has changed. In the past, membership
dues sent to NAS included a subscription to Audubon
magazine and PAS membership. A small part of those
monies was sent back to PAS.

Due to budget cuts, NAS no longer sends PAS any
portion of those dues. In addition, NAS has stopped
funding state Audubon offices. The Washington of-
fice is struggling to survive. The loss of funds and the
downsizing of the state office are difficult for local
chapters to absorb.

Thanks to new software and the dedication of lleen
Weber and Judy Lowell, we can more accurately
track the membership status of current and lapsed
members. Lapsed members may have received a iet-

ter with a reminder to renew. Many members may be
unaware their membership has expired.

We don’t want to discourage your NAS renewal. We
want to encourage suppozt of the local chapter by re-
newing directly with PAS. For only $25 a year, you're
connected with a dynamic group of conservationists
and birders who make a real difference in preserving
wildlife habitat in Snohomish County.

Membership also includes 10 issues of the Profile
newsletter, field trip opportunities and representa-
tion of conservation values in local politics by Smart
Growth Director, Kristin Kelly.

If you've received a letter from PAS asking for your
renewal, please send in your check. Additionat dona-
tions will be enthusiastically accepted.

Audubon membership information

Joint membership in National Audubon Society (NAS} and Pilchuck Audubon Society {PAS) includes National
Audubon Society’s quarterly magazine Audubon and Pilchuck Audubon Society’s Profile newsletter for one year.
Cost is $20 for an Introductory Membership or $35 for renewals. When you join National Audubon Society, you
automatically become a member of Pilchuck Audubon Society.

However, PAS receives none of your national dues to support its programs. Local membership in Pilchuck
Audubon Society includes a one-year subscription (10 issues) to Pilchuck Audubon Society’s Profile newsletter.
Cost is $25. A special limited income category is also available for §16.

Local PAS membership

0 NeW MEMDET ....oenrrveerisnecrsermnrnns $28

O Renewal $25

1 Lifetime PAS member.......... $1000
T 10 monthly payments of $100
O 4 quarterly payments of $250
0 1 payrent of $1000

Make check payable to:
Pilchuck Audpbon Society

NAS membership
{includes PAS membership)

J Introductory membership $20

Make check payable to:
National Audubon Society

Mail your check ang this form to:
PAS Membership Chair
1429 Avenue D, PMB 198
Snohomish, WA 958290

NAS renewal
{includes PAS renewal)

J Renswal $35

Mzke check payable to:
National Andubon Saciety

Mail your check and this form to:
NAS, Membership Date Center
POB 52529
Boulder, CO 80322-2529

Mail your check and this form te:
PAS Membership Chair
1429 Avenue D, PMB 198
Snohomish, WA 98290

Name:

i I'd like to save PAS money and

read the Profile on the web at Address:

www.pilchuckaudubon.org.
Please don't mail it to me. I've
included my email address at City:

State: Zip:

right so you can let me know
when each issue is available.

1 Please contact me about Phone:

volunteer opportunities.
0 I am interested in the

Conservation Comrnittee. Email:

Y09



